
As Christmas approaches and 2024
draws to a close I would like to take
the chance to thank all of the
wonderful people across the diocese
working tirelessly to make our
churches greener and reduce
emissions.

Creation Care was our first
responsibility as created beings,
even before the fall we were created
to care, “The Lord God placed the
man in the Garden of Eden to tend
and watch over it.” Genesis 2:15.

Christmas time is a time for reflection, joy, family and celebration. We are
fortunate that for most of us we remain relatively unscathed by the changes to
our shared climate, but let us remember in this time our neighbours both local
and global who are more vulnerable to changing weather and sea levels.

You will read below a little about the Eco Church scheme in the Diocese of
Exeter this year, I remain convinced that it is one of the best schemes available
for churches to  instigate change both internally in the management of buildings
and land but also in having influence within your wider community. If you are
not yet registered perhaps 2025 is the year to make a start - for those churches
who already have an award maybe it’s time to tackle the next level and, even
better, to also encourage others in your mission community or benefice to do
the same!
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Every blessing to you all and your church communities this Christmas,

Sarah Charker
Creation Care Engagement Officer

Calendar of Environmental
Events 2025

Responding to the climate crisis is
an essential part of our responsibility
but we also need to respond to loss
of habitats, loss of biodiversity and
social injustice to safeguard God’s
creation and achieve a just world.
Please read the calendar at this link
carefully and prayerfully consider
how you might actively involve
yourself or your church community in
some of the events.

https://anglican.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=543e9623f7379d75d88235209&id=17c9f85eab&e=846a636c0c


Net Zero Impact Report
Here is the first Impact Report for the
Church of England Net Zero Carbon
Programme, we hope that you will be
encouraged and inspired as you
read about the difference already
being made to reduce carbon
emissions in our buildings.
Please do share with your
congregations, change is happening
and we want every church to be a
part of it!
Net Zero Impact Report 2024

This year many more churches have taken part in the Devon Swift Project, this is a
scheme which helps churches to install nest boxes in towers (and elsewhere!) to help

stop the decline in these iconic birds:

"Swift numbers have decreased by up to 60% over the past 20 years with 40% of
that loss occurring in the last 10 years. The main reasons are our construction
methods, and land management. Fortunately, for a little effort we can make a

difference to help these amazing birds!"
The Devon Swift Project

Church installation map – Devon Swift Project

In the last year 28 churches have installed nest boxes and many more are in the
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process of assessment, permissions and fabrication of the boxes. It is wonderful that
our stunning churches can play this role in the conservation of these wonderful birds!

Eco Church Update
What a year the Eco Church
Scheme has had in Devon. In the
second half of the year we have
seen our first Gold Eco Churches be
awarded in the Diocese of Exeter. A
huge congratulations to St Andrew
and St Margaret, Littleham and St
Mary’s, Dunsford for achieving this
prestigious award. Your dedication to
the environment is a shining beacon
for us all to follow!

In 2024 we had:
28 – New Churches Register for the Eco Church Scheme
19 – New Bronze Awarded Churches
1 – New Bronze Awarded Eco Diocese
15 – New Silver Awarded Churches
2 – New Gold Awarded Churches.

If you are reading this and considering if your church could get involved, then I
would encourage you to just give it a go! There is nothing to lose and you might
well find that starting your eco church journey opens up a whole new mission
field of people to connect with.

https://anglican.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=543e9623f7379d75d88235209&id=d229407478&e=846a636c0c


Eco Christmas Crafts
 



As we approach Christmas why not take this opportunity to combine your
families work with some eco friendly activities. Sun Hats & Wellie Boots have
lots of wonderful resources for churches to use in families work and many of
them focus on treading lightly on the earth and connecting better with nature.
Here are my two favourites for this Christmas:
Outdoor Nativity Scavenger Hunt for Children – with printable activity sheet
Light of the World - Eco-Friendly Christmas Ornaments with Seeds to Plant
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As we near the end of the fundraising period for round two, many churches
have seen wonderful fundraising events that have connected with their
community and are receiving their matched grant. Please remember that round
3 is now open for applications – maintaining our beautiful old churches can be
costly and that’s before we even think about making changes to cut carbon! But
help is available, there are an increasing number of grant schemes being
trialled across the country and Give to Go Green is one of these.

https://anglican.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=543e9623f7379d75d88235209&id=21bc5a7e23&e=846a636c0c


Please do take a look you will be astonished at the number of works that are
eligible for funding including many maintenance and repair jobs. The first step
in energy saving is always to ensure a building is in good repair free of drafts
and damp – please make use of this funding!

Upcoming National Campaigns
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