OPERATION

>’ NOAH

Faith-motivated. Science-informed. Hope-inspired.

May 2025

Dear Friends,

Despite attempts by some politicians to galvanise opposition to climate policy, a staggering 89% of
the world wants stronger government-led action on climate according to a massive 125-country

survey, the results of which were released last month.

Fascinatingly, survey respondents thought their pro-climate action views were a minority opinion,
which perhaps speaks to the prominence of some climate sceptics, from the UK’s Nigel Farage —
who has suggested the UK government’s net zero emissions drive could be ‘the next Brexit’ — to

Tony Blair, who last month said a rapid phase-out of fossil fuels was ‘doomed to fail’.

Yet the opinions of Farage and Blair don’t represent the views of the vast majority of the British
public — 61% of whom support the UK government’s net zero policy — nor do they reflect global
views. In fact, politicians are more divided than the general public on climate, and need reminding

of that when they suggest climate targets should be relaxed or abandoned.

By divesting from fossil fuels, scaling up investment in climate solutions, managing Church land for
the benefit of climate and nature, confronting banks and insurance companies’ financing of fossil
fuels, and lobbying our government for climate action, Churches can lead the way and give the
world’s silent majority the confidence to speak up and take action on the climate crisis.

The Operation Noah Team
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UK Banks are Financing the Destruction
of the ‘Amazon of the Oceans’

On 2 May and again on 8 May, Operation Noah and other organisations joined a delegation from
the Protect Verde Island Passage Network led by Bishop Gerry Alminaza, a Roman Catholic
Bishop in the Philippines, to call on UK banks — specifically HSBC and Standard Charter — to stop
financing the destruction of the ‘Amazon of the Oceans’. The Verde Island Passage is a marine
corridor in the Philippines and one of the most biodiverse marine habitats in the world. Read our
full article and watch an interview about the campaign here.
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Register for our 2 June 'Greening
Church Investments' Webinar

On 2 June at 1pm, we will hold the latest in our series of webinars exploring the Green Investment
Declaration for Churches and faith groups. We’ll welcome Christophe Borysiewicz from Rathbones
Greenbank and Paul Whitehouse from the Quakers in Britain for an inspiring conversation about
Church investment in climate solutions. Register here to join the webinar and please forward the
invite to your church treasurer or regional finance committee!

World Farmers’ Day + ‘Growing Hope’

Webinar with Sustainable Farming
Examples

On World Farmers’ Day, which was celebrated earlier this month, we were encouraged to
remember the vital work farmers do to provide sustainable food for us. Likewise, our 12 May
‘Growing Hope’ webinar had a big agricultural focus, as a large proportion of Church-owned land
in the UK is agricultural. It was good to hear from Hannah Jones from Farm Carbon Toolkit about
how farms can minimise their planet-warming emissions, while Rhys Evans from Nature Friendly
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Farming Network talked about climate-resilient farming in Wales. We also heard from Simon
Gibson from Lee Abbey talk about restoring rainforest. Watch our webinar here.

Church of Scotland Backs Fossil Fuel
Non-Proliferation Treaty Initiative

Earlier this week at its General Assembly, the Church of Scotland endorsed the Fossil Fuel Non-
Proliferation Treaty alongside committing to no future investments in dirty energy, affirming the
Church’s 2021 decision to divest from fossil fuels. The Fossil Fuel Non-Proliferation Treaty is
calling on countries to end all new fossil fuel developments and to ensure a fair transition to
renewable energy. The treaty has been endorsed by 135 cities and subnational governments and
supported by one million people and nearly 4,000 organisations and institutions, including
Churches. Other faith groups which have backed the initiative include the global Anglican
Communion and Methodist Church of Great Britain. Learn more about the initiative here.

Take Action
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Sign our Letter Calling on Leaders to
Ensure Church Land Benefits Climate
and Nature

Did you know that Churches are some of the largest landowners in the UK? And yet Church-
owned land is causing environmental degradation: pesticide runoff from agricultural land pollutes
our rivers, degraded peatland emits carbon dioxide, and a lack of biodiversity contributes to the
nature crisis. This is why we are calling on all UK Churches to ensure that Church land is part of
the solution, not part of the problem. We are now inviting you to sign our Open Letting calling for
action on Church land — a letter which we will deliver to Church leaders on 5 June 2025, World
Environment Day. Sign our Open Letter to Church leaders here. And if you would like to join us
in either Edinburgh, Cardiff, or London on 5 June as we deliver our letter to national Church
leaders, please email us at admin@operationnoah.org.

Call for a Stop to UK Airport Expansion

More than 20 UK airports have expansion plans: if all of these expansions were to go ahead, it
would result in an unsustainable increase in capacity, as more flights means more emissions at a
time when we should be doing everything we can to reduce emissions and avert climate
catastrophe. Sign a petition calling on the UK government to halt airport expansion.
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Bring Climate and Nature Bill Back to
Parliament

The campaign group behind the Climate and Nature Bill — which was brought before Parliament on
24 January only to have consideration of the bill indefinitely suspended — is calling on the Prime
Minister to bring the bill back to Parliament on 11 July. Written by scientists, the Climate and
Nature Bill is the only piece of legislation to address the full extent of the climate and nature crises
with legally binding targets. You can sign the Open Letter to the Prime Minister as an individual, as
a faith leader or as a church/ organisation. Sign the letter here.

Register for 9 July Mass Climate Lobby

The Climate Coalition is coordinating a mass environmental lobby of Parliament called 'Act Now,
Change Forever', with the aim of getting thousands of people to gather in Westminster on 9 July to
meet their MPs and demand stronger action for climate and nature. Register here. Operation
Noah is part of a faith coalition organising a presence for prayer and community on the day; this
will include a prayer vigil from 11am-3pm outside Parliament, as well as activity inside the QEII
Centre in Westminster. Watch this space for more details.

Climate News and Resources

For the first time, the growth in China’s clean power generation has caused the nation’s
carbon dioxide emissions to fall despite rapid power demand growth. A new analysis shows
China’s emissions were down 1.6% year-on-year in the first quarter of 2025 and by 1% in the
latest 12 months. If sustained, the drop in power-sector CO2 as a result of clean-energy growth
could presage a structural decline in emissions. Read more.

Operation Noah Trustee John Evans has gathered a range of publicly available short
courses exploring the reality of climate change and the Christian call to care for creation.
Download the Course Catalogue here.

Using satellite imagery and in-depth data analysis, England’s peatlands have been mapped
for the first time to aid their recovery, with data revealing that 80% are dry and degraded. As
vital carbon sinks, healthy peatlands can help tackle climate change, reduce flood risk, improve
water quality and support rare wildlife. Operation Noah is calling for peatland to be protected and
restored as part of our Church land-use campaign. Read more.

The new Pope is on record as saying the world must move 'from words to action’ on
climate change and warning that humanity’s ‘dominion over nature' shouldn’t be
‘tyrannical’ but 'a relationship of reciprocity'. Pope Leo has also touted Vatican purchases of
solar panels and electric vehicles. Read more.
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Since 2016, banks in the City of London, including HSBC, NatWest, Barclays and Lloyds,
have poured more than $100bn (£75bn) into companies developing ‘carbon bombs' in 28
countries — huge oil, gas and coal projects that would drive the climate past internationally agreed
temperature limits. Read more.

Please support the work of Operation
Noah

Our campaigns and activities rely on donations from individuals and organisations, so please
consider giving a one-off or regular donation.

You are receiving this newsletter because you signed up for updates on the Operation Noah or
Bright Now websites, opted to receive updates when registering for a webinar run by Operation
Noah or one of our partners, or asked for updates when you signed our Fossil Free petition. If you
no longer wish to receive emails from us, please click the Unsubscribe button below.
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