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November 2024 
 

 

Dear Friends,  
 

 

COP29 – the UN Conference on Climate Change which was held earlier this month in Azerbaijan – 

ended in controversy. Developing countries, many of which are at the sharp end of the climate crisis 

despite having done the least to cause it, reluctantly accepted $300bn a year in climate finance by 

2035. Despite a significant uplift on the previous $100bn per year commitment from wealthier 

countries, experts say $300bn per year falls far short of what is required to help developing countries 

transition to renewables and adapt to a warming world. 

 

 

Nearly as significant was the fact that many leaders expressed a lack of faith in the existing COP 

process, as another petrostate – Azerbaijan – played host to the conference and showed the conflict 

of interest to be deeply problematic: not only was a key member of Azerbaijan’s organising team 

filmed offering to help strike fossil fuel deals, but Azerbaijan’s president said at the opening COP 

ceremony that his country’s oil and gas reserves were ‘a gift of God’.  

 

 

Against the backdrop of a compromised COP29, we celebrated our 20 Year Anniversary on Monday 

18 November at St John’s Waterloo in Central London – a cold, wet evening which still saw 
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approximately 150 people join us to reflect on the impact the Church has had in addressing the 

climate crisis and to look to the challenges ahead. The former Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr Rowan 

Williams, gave the address, and in reflecting on the story of Noah, challenged us to be a promise-

keeping people. Williams reminded us God hasn’t failed to keep his promises; we have.  
 

‘For twenty years, Operation Noah has been urging us to be...a Church that is a sign of promise-

keeping and stability, a sign of commitment to the world in which we’re placed. It’s challenged the 

Church to risk its security for the sake of that vision. It’s challenged each one of us. The Church, like 

each one of us, has responded, let’s say, unevenly, so far. The work remains, to put it mildly. And yet 

Operation Noah has continued to hold the collective feet of the Church to the fire. In this case to a 

fire of faithful love, which is the heart of God. Our prayer tonight must be that in the years to come, 

we continue holding the feet of the Church and our own feet to that fire.’ 

 

 

The Operation Noah Team 
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Operation Noah Celebrates 20 Year 

Anniversary at St John’s Waterloo 

 

 

Around 150 people attended our Anniversary Service at St John’s Waterloo in Central London earlier 

this month. The service featured readings from former and current Operation Noah trustees, the 

debut of a short film reflecting on Operation Noah’s two decades of inspiring the Church to take 

action on the climate crisis, and an address by Dr Rowan Williams. Read more. 
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Divesting Faith Institutions: Investing in 

Fossil Fuels No Longer Ethical 

 

 

Earlier this month, 27 faith institutions announced their divestment from fossil fuel companies, 

including the first-ever Catholic dioceses in France, sending a strong signal that fossil fuels are morally 

unacceptable. As greenhouse gas emissions accumulate faster than at any time in human history, faith 

leaders are deeply concerned by fossil fuel companies’ ongoing investment in planet-heating fossil 

fuels and plans to expand production – especially when cleaner, cheaper and more abundant energy 

exists in the form of solar and wind power. Read more. 
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Backing the Climate and Nature Bill: Contact 

Your MP + 4/12 Webinar 

 

 

Now is an exciting moment for the Climate and Nature Bill – a proposed law that would be the first 

piece of UK legislation to fully address the climate and nature crises. Thanks to MP Roz Savage, the 

bill is now going through Parliament but still needs our help. We need at least 102 MPs to attend the 

second reading of the bill and support it on Friday 24 January for the bill to advance to the committee 

stage. Operation Noah is also sponsoring a webinar on the Climate and Nature Bill on Wednesday 4 

December at 7pm with Jamie Russell from the Zero Hour campaign group and Paul Kunert, author of 

Jesus Died to Save the Planet. Read more. 
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Christian Landowner Discusses Transforming 

UK Farm  

 

 

Christian landowner and former investment banker Hylton Murray-Philipson recently spoke to 

Operation Noah about his work in the Amazon rainforest and how transforming his Leicestershire 

farm using regenerative principles allows him to sell soil carbon certificates. ‘It’s right there from the 

very beginning of time,’ he said. ‘What is Adam in Hebrew? Adamah is the earth. You know, we are 

the earth, so if we destroy the earth, we destroy ourselves.’ Read more. 
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How Do We Define ‘Climate Solutions’? 
 

 

In the first in a series of blog posts covering thorny issues related to climate, we explore what we 

mean by ‘climate solutions’ – a phrase that can sometimes be used to greenwash, but can also be 

helpful if proposed solutions are proven, scalable, safe and equitable. Read more. 
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Operation Noah Now on Bluesky 
 

 

In the wake of Elon Musk’s purchase of Twitter, Operation Noah staff and trustees have had 

discussions about whether to continue using the social media app, now called ‘X’. Musk’s political 

activities and troubling behaviour have raised questions about the ethics of staying on the popular 

social media network. Operation Noah will continue to post to ‘X’ for now, but we have also recently 

created a Bluesky account – a new social media competitor. If you’re on Bluesky, please follow us at 

operationnoah.bsky.social. You can also find us on Facebook (facebook.com/OperationNoah) and 

LinkedIn (linkedin.com/company/operationnoah). 

 

 

 

 

Resources, news, events and opportunities 
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The interfaith environmental charity Faith for the Climate is ramping up its support for the Fossil 

Fuel Non-Proliferation Treaty, and will host a free webinar on the topic next Tuesday 3 December, 

12.30-1.30pm. Operation Noah’s Bokani Tshidzu will be one of the featured speakers on the webinar, 

which will explore why people of all faiths should support the global initiative to stop new oil, gas and 

coal developments. Register. 

 

 

UK Divest – a collaboration between Friends of the Earth Scotland and Platform – is hosting a free 

webinar on switching to a fossil-free pension on Thursday 12 December, 6-7pm. Operation Noah’s 

Cameron Conant will speak on the webinar, which will focus on Nest – the UK’s largest workplace 

pension provider. Despite Nest now providing an ethical pension fund for workers to switch to, 99% 

of Nest’s pension-holders are still enrolled in its default plan which funds polluting fossil fuel giants 

like Shell, Total and BP. Register. 

 

 

The Scottish Episcopal Church has created a website with inspiration for decarbonising church 

buildings and using Church land for the benefit of climate and nature. Read more. 

 

 

Operation Noah’s Clare Fussell recently spoke to the GoHealth Podcast, produced by the Guild of 

Health and St Raphael which explores links between faith and health. In the episode, Clare discusses 

Operation Noah’s work, how to avoid burnout and more. Listen here. 

 

 

Keir Starmer announced a new climate goal for the UK at COP29, pledging to cut emissions 81% by 

2035 compared to 1990 levels – a target in line with the recommendations of the Climate Change 

Committee. The UK says the goal will be achieved by decarbonising the power sector and through a 

massive expansion of offshore wind, as well as through investments in carbon capture and storage 

and nuclear energy. Read more. 

 

 

 

 

Please support the work of Operation Noah 
 

 

Our campaigns and activities rely on donations from individuals and organisations, so please consider 

giving a one-off or regular donation. 
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You are receiving this newsletter because you signed up for updates on the Operation Noah or Bright 

Now websites, opted to receive updates when registering for a webinar run by Operation Noah or 

one of our partners, or asked for updates when you signed our Fossil Free petition. If you no longer 

wish to receive emails from us, please click the Unsubscribe button below. 

 

 

 

Romero House, 55, Westminster Bridge Road, London, N/A, GB, SE1 7JB unsubscribe  

 


