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News   

BBC Songs of Praise shows Churches Together in England (CTE) Presidents kneeling 
together in unity to pray for our nation. The programme, 
broadcast on Sunday 4th August 2019, featured highlights from 
the Thy Kingdom Come prayer gathering in Trafalgar Square, 
where CTE’s Presidents joined 8,000 Christians from many de-
nominations to pray and worship together in the heart of our 
capital. Celebrating the sight of so many Christians from differ-
ent denominations praying and worshipping together,        

Archbishop Angaelos of the Coptic Orthodox Church, said: “To have this kind of pres-
ence in the middle of London with all of the diversity of churches here is just breath-
taking, it’s wonderful.” 
 
Gavin Calver shares his heart for unity following EA appointment Gavin Calver has 
recently been announced as the incoming Chief Executive of 
the Evangelical Alliance, following Steve Clifford’s decision to step 
down as General Director at the end of 2019. When asked what 
excites him about taking on this new role, Gavin says “It is an hon-
our to be able to work alongside so many others for the sake of 
the gospel. As evangelicals we also recognise that we’re part of a 
wider church and we want to celebrate that”.  
 
We Are The Church at Watchet Music Festival. Watchet Music Festival was back for 
its twelfth annual event at the end of August and the weather was glorious! Over 
8,000 people attended over the weekend with acts such as The Lightning Seeds, So-
phie Ellis-Bextor and Hot Chocolate performing on the mainstage. Alongside the mu-

sic, traders and entertainments, the local churches team 
were also back hosting the Prayer Tent. The tent was 
open til 1am throughout the weekend and was visited by 
a steady stream of people of all ages. Some stopped to 
chat or debate, some shared their life story. Groups of 
teenagers found it ‘peaceful’ and families with young 
children turned plastic bottles into amazing sea crea-

tures. Go Team Adviser and Watchet resident Andy Levett, who helped lead the team 
commented: “An amazing weekend on top of the hill! So many conversations, high-
lights and stories to share and such a privilege to be involved in the festival in this 
way.” 
 

The latest version of the monthly mailing of news from Churches Together in England 
is now available at: www.cte.org.uk/news .  
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Events 

Fearfully and Wonderfully: the Philip Yancey Tour with The Leprosy Mission dates are as fol-
lows: 
Monday 23 September – West London 
Tuesday 24 September – Birmingham 
Wednesday 25 September – Solihull 
Friday 27 September – Bournemouth 
Saturday 28 September – Torquay 
Tickets are priced at £7 each. More details can be found and tickets purchased via The Lepro-
sy Mission’s Facebook page: facebook.com/TheLeprosyMissionEnglandandWales  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Programme and link for the Festival above sponsored by Bath and Wells Diocese. https://
www.mellsgroup.church/content/pages/documents/1566400527.pdf 
 

Hidden Voices: Tackling Modern Slavery together. Community working together to ensure that slavery practices 
don’t take root in your area? You are warmly invited to attend “Hidden Voices”, an exciting process which aims to 
inform and support local communities in taking action on the challenging issue of Modern Slavery . Chard Events 
Wednesday 25th September 19:00-21:15  at the Guildhall, Fore Street Chard, TA20 1PP. Wednesday 16th October 
19:00-21:15  at Manor Court School, Duck Lane, Chard, TA20 2ES. Wednesday 6th November 19:00-21:15  at the 
Guildhall, Fore Street Chard, TA20 1PP. For more information contact: Reverend Georgina Vye 0146066159 
Please register for these sessions on the Eventbrite website – eventbrite.co.uk Search ‘Hidden Voices in Chard’ and 
click on the link. The Taunton  event is on  Saturday 2nd November 10:00 – 12:30  St John the Evangelist, Taunton 
(in conjunction with the URC and Temple Methodist churches). For more details, contact Jane Eastell 01823 
321069 or register you interest at allie.white@bathwells.anglican.org 
 
Ammerdown Interfaith Events in September and October. 

Wednesday 25th September. There’s No Place for Hate!  What is hate crime?  How big a problem is it?  What can 

we do about it? With Alex Raikes MBE. Bi-monthly dinners at Ammerdown with a speaker on the theme of Am-

merdown’s Core Values: Hospitality Peace and Reconciliation.7-9pm, includes two course meal, bar available 

£20.00. Tuesday 8th October. Poetry as a Vital Spiritual Exercise.  Rev Peter Chave. 7-9pm £5.00. Saturday 12th 

October. Book Club Day: Small Great Things by Jodi Picoult and Why I am no Longer Speaking to White People 

about Race by Reni Eddo-Lodge. Discussions facilitated by Moestak Hussein, Community Coordinator Counter Ex-

tremism, Bristol City Council  and Christine Clinch, Education and Spiritual Manager at Ammerdown. Donation for 

lunch. 9.30am for 10am until 4pm. Course includes coffee, light lunch and afternoon tea. 

https://www.mellsgroup.church/content/pages/documents/1566400527.pdf
https://www.mellsgroup.church/content/pages/documents/1566400527.pdf


STOP PRESS   

 

Great news 
and an answer 

to many  
prayers!  

 
The Revd Ewen 
Huffman,  
minister at 
Creech St  
Michael Baptist 
Church has been 
appointed as 
Lead Team  
Chaplain to  
Hinkley Point C 
site. 

 
He commences 
this new area of 
ministry on the 
6th January 

 

 
Celebrating Cardinal Newman as an ecumenical saint - Wells 

Cathedral 14th October 5:15pm. Music in the service will ac-

company some of Newman’s own words, and there will be a 

new anthem also using one of Cardinal Newman’s texts. Bishop 

Declan Lang of Clifton will be present and will give the blessing.  

Homeless Sunday 13th October 2019: Resources available 
 
This year’s Christian Resources Exhibition 2019 (15-17 Oct), will feature a Ladies’ Day 
for the first time (Thu 17 Oct) – focusing on pressing issues 
faced by women inside and outside the church. The day will 
highlight the important contribution of women throughout his-
tory and set an agenda for the future, Among those contributing 
will be Saltmine Theatre Co (pictured) who will present Chosen, a 
play about the life of Mary Sumner, founder of the Mothers’ 
Union. For more information on CRE National 2019 click here.  
 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 2020. The 2020 Week of Prayer for Christian Uni-
ty is a unique opportunity for mission and evangelisation, with plenty of opportunity 
to involve children and schools. Do be encouraged to start planning now! Produced 
by Maltese Christians with the theme of 'Unusual Kindness', the service invites us to 
include a boat in the place of worship – not something easy to organise at the last mi-
nute! This year’s booklet is now available to download, and in mid-September more 
resources will be available at www.ctbi.org.uk/weekofprayer 
 

Opportunities. 
 
Do you know about  The National Network of Pastoral Musicians? An ecumenical or-
ganisation that provides a forum for musicians to network and share ideas to improve 
musical input to their services. Look at  www.nnpm.org  
 

Resources. 
 
The Kitchen Table Project is part of Care for the Family which 
aims to raise awareness of the role mums and dads play, and 
provide the tools and support to help parents succeed in  
inspiring faith at home. Check out www.kitchentable.org.uk . 
Here you can also sign up to their free monthly email. If you 
have any further questions or want more info 
email Gareth.hillier@cff.org.uk 
  

DVD or digital streaming service, and accompanying Bible study ma-
terials. Over 5 sessions, celebrate the truth that following Christ 
transforms all aspects of our lives. Find out more at https://
livingchristianity.org.uk/?utm_source=Premier%20Christian%
20Media&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=10800050_Ignite%
2003%2F09 

2F19&utm_content=AD&dm_t=0,0,0,0,0&dm_i=16DQ,6H7NN,NNNB2N,PPB77,1 
 
 

https://cpo.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bac51d2c95abeab38a441f573&id=d35d5ad794&e=e8ab61c791
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Contact Us 

Give me a call for more information on ecumenical life, witness  and mission in         

Churches Together in Somerset,  Alan Dixon, 8 Applewood Close, Chippenham 

SN14 0JG Email sctogether@outlook.com Tel: 01249 323475     Mobile: 07496  674331   

 
Flexible Framework for Local Unity in Mission. Churches Together in England has just 
published A Flexible Framework for Local Unity in Mission. The document is a reworking 
and renaming of A New Framework, issued some time ago The re-published and slimmer 
text now includes hyperlinks. Pages no longer significant have been moved into 'the story' 
document, and there is a new PowerPoint presentation which can be freely used and 
adapted. Access the report and resource via www.cte.org.uk/AFlexibleFramework 
 

 
You'll find some great ideas for sharing your faith with children and young people in Premier Radio s Faith at 
Home new eBook. With a story, a craft activity, ideas on how to create faith rituals within the family, plus advice 
and guidance for parents, this eBook gives a taste of what you will find in Faith at Home, a regular resource in 
Premier Youth and Children's Work every month. 
 

CPO Video Resource. Hear the author of ‘So Everyone Can Hear’ Mark Crosby speak with Elizabeth Neep on the 
importance and the simplicity of creating a church communication strategy in this short video. This video goes 
along side the book ‘So Everyone Can Hear’ – colourful, engaging and practical it will help leaders and members 
alike be more mindful of how they ‘communicate church’ both inside and outside of it within our dynamic and 
ever-changing digital culture. Get your copy of the book here.  

Inspire is a mini magazine designed for churches to give away to their community. It offers 
encouraging content and jargon free stories of God at work in the world. You can overprint 
your own details for packs of 100, or download issues for free https://cpo.us1.list-
manage.com/track/click?u=bac51d2c95abeab38a441f573&id=bba20d9d97&e=e8ab61c791   
 

Pilgrim’s Progress on the big screen. This Autumn, John Bunyan’s epic 
masterpiece The Pilgrim’s Progress is hitting the Big Screen! Journey with Christian as he 
travels from the city of destruction to the celestial city. Experience the friends and foes he 
meets along the way and the ultimate choice he must make to reach the King. Find more 
information, including how you can request for your local cinema to show the film, at pil-
grimsprogressmovie.co.uk  

Prisons Week: 13th-19th October For forty years, Prisons Week has prepared prayer literature to enable the 
Christian community to pray for the needs of all those affected by prisons: prisoners and their families, victims 
of crime and their communities, those working in the criminal justice system and the many people who are in-
volved in caring for those affected by crime on the inside and outside of our prisons. Find more information and 
prayer resources at prisonsweek.org 
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