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The Optimist

Relentless pursuit of an equitable world

Happy International Women’s Day, friend!

You may have heard our co-chair Melinda French Gates say it before: When money

flows into the hands of women, everything changes.

For the world to achieve gender equality, we must focus on building women’s
economic power so that they can pursue jobs, control their own money, and have an
actual voice in making decisions about their future, both at home and in their

community.

Recently, Melinda sat down with the glass-ceiling-smashing, Nobel Prize-winning

economist Dr. Claudia Goldin. Dr. Goldin won the Nobel Prize in Economic Sciences

for her work uncovering why gender gaps persist in women’s pay and labor
participation. This work is critical in understanding what stands in the way of

unleashing women’s economic power.

In their conversation, Dr. Goldin shares three insights from her research and her
experience. See what they reveal about women’s economic power today, and the

work that remains as we strive to build a world of equal opportunity for women.

— The Optimist Editors

See the conversation
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What Melinda French Gates asked a Nobel Prize winner
about women and power

Watch Dr. Claudia Goldin share with Melinda French Gates three lessons from her
research on upskilling individuals, economic power, and the need for more women

economists.

Read article

Women's Economic Power
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Since the foundation’s inception, gender equality has been a focal point of our work.

One crucial aspect of this initiative is ensuring women have equal economic power.

We are progressing, but there’s important work ahead to ensure women can
participate in an economy that truly values their work and contributions. Click below

to explore.

Learn more
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Munich Security Conference A

WATCH: Dr. Adanna Steinacker meets Dr. Alaa Murabit

Foundation director of global health advocacy Dr. Alaa Murabit explains why

ensuring women's economic power is critical for ensuring women’s agency.
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The Guardian A

Improving women'’s health ‘could add at least $1tn a
year to global economy’

Every dollar invested to improve women’s health could generate $3 for the

economy and, more importantly, help extend women'’s life expectancy.

Instagram A

What's in for 20247

President of the foundation’s Gender Equality Division Dr. Anita Zaidi weighs in

on two things we can expect out of 2024.

World Economic Forum 1

3 innovations transforming women's health around the
world

42 organizations are pledging $55 million to address critical funding gaps for

women’s health research.
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