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March 2025
Dear Friends,

March was a busy month for Operation Noah, from our announcement that a
dozen bishops from the Church of Norway were publicly opposing the proposed
North Sea Rosebank oil field – which is being developed Equinor, a company
majority-owned by the Norwegian government – to our Ash Wednesday ‘No
Faith in Fossil Fuels’ service and prayer vigil in London (covered here by Ellen
Teague of Independent Catholic News).
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Later in the month, we launched our Church land use vision and campaign, which
is calling on UK Church leaders to commit to achieving net zero land emissions by
2030 and meet seven targets, including protecting 30% of Church land for nature
and restoring 100% of degraded peatland by 2030 (our Church land-use vision/
campaign was covered here by Joe Ware of the Church Times). And we hosted the
first in a series of webinars on Church land use as well as announcing that the
Quakers in Britain had signed our Green Investment Declaration.

As the world becomes more chaotic and unpredictable, with an almost endless
series of challenges for politicians to navigate, it is easy for leaders to lose focus
on the most urgent issue of our time, with some politicians effectively denying
that the climate crisis is even a crisis. But with your help, we can inspire the
Church and wider society to work for a fair and fast transition away from fossil
fuels and for the restoration of nature.

The Operation Noah Team

Operation Noah Calls for Action to
Tackle Emissions and Restore
Nature on Church Land
Operation Noah is calling on UK Churches, which own approximately 1% of UK
land, to be more transparent about the land they own as well as to scale up
climate action in order to achieve net zero land emissions by 2030. Operation
Noah’s Church land use vision includes seven targets – from protecting 30% of
land for nature by 2030 to restoring 100% of degraded peatland by 2030. To help
Churches achieve net zero land emissions by 2030, Operation Noah has also
released a trio of resources which include examples of sustainable farming on
Church land alongside encouraging Christians to sign a campaign letter to Church
leaders. Read more.

Quakers in Britain Sign Green
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Investment Declaration
The Quakers in Britain have signed the Green Investment Declaration, a global
initiative supported by Operation Noah and JustMoney Movement encouraging
faith groups to fund a greener future. The Quakers have been awarded an ‘Oak’
designation in recognition of their commitment to invest more than 5% of their
financial assets in climate solutions. Paul Parker, Recording Clerk of Quakers in
Britain, said, ‘Being part of this movement with the Green Investment Declaration
is about being part of a community of organisations who see investment as one of
the tools we have to build the kingdom of heaven here on earth’. Read more.

Church of Norway Bishops Join UK
Christians in Calling for North Sea
Rosebank Oil Development to be
Stopped
A dozen bishops from the Church of Norway – the country’s national church – are
opposing the proposed North Sea Rosebank oil field, which is being developed by
Equinor, a Norwegian oil and gas company majority-owned by the Norwegian
government. UK Christians have long opposed Rosebank due to it being
incompatible with limiting global heating to 1.5˚C, not lowering energy bills and
not providing energy security, with 90 percent of Rosebank’s oil expected to be
exported and sold on the international market. Read more.

‘Growing Hope: Church Action for
Sustainable Land Use’ Webinar
On 24 March, Operation Noah held the first in a series of webinars on Church
land. Monday’s webinar introduced our vision for Church land alongside hearing
some inspiring stories from our panel of guest speakers which included Revd Mike
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Saunders from St Lawrence’s Church, Hungerford; Jaye Brighton from Falmouth
Food Co-op; and Revd David Coleman from Eco-Congregation Scotland. Watch
here.

Switching to a Fossil-Free Bank:
Easier Than You Think
Cameron Conant, Operation Noah’s Communications Officer, writes: ‘Perhaps,
like me, you’re convinced that you need to switch banks yet have lingering
concerns about how complex it will be to switch and how long it will take. But I’d
like to assure you that it is almost certainly easier than you think! Having finally
made the switch this year – in my case, I stopped banking with HSBC, which
continues to fund planet-heating fossil fuels, and moved my money to
Nationwide, which doesn’t – I found the process to be surprisingly easy.’ Read
more.

Catholic Social Teaching +
Investing in Climate Solutions
Webinars
Join us on 24 April at 1pm for the first in a lunchtime webinar series exploring
how Catholic Social Teaching can guide climate investments, with inspiration for
supporting a sustainable future. Register for this April's webinar – ‘Life, Dignity
and Integral Ecology: Foundations for Climate Action’ – by clicking here.

Resources, news, events and
opportunities
Christians are being encouraged to take legal action against polluters and those
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who finance them. In a new climate justice handbook, the World Council of
Churches sets out ways faith groups can protect young people and future
generations from the climate crisis. Drawing on Christian teachings on
stewardship and justice, it presents strategic litigation as a tool to, 'create hope
and hold responsible parties accountable'. Read more.

Nominate Operation Noah for a £1,000 award. The award is part of the
Movement for Good Awards programme, sponsored by the Benefact Trust.
Nominate Operation Noah here.

Around 20% of the world’s population experienced days with unusual heat made
twice as likely by climate change this winter. Nearly 394 million people
experienced 30 or more days of risky heat during the last three months, with 74%
of these people living in Africa. Read more.

On Tuesday 2 April, Green Christian will hold a free webinar called ‘Saving Our
Seas – and Ourselves’ with campaigner Jane Ripley, who teaches science and
previously worked as a water pollution analyst. The 7pm webinar will explore the
danger our oceans are in and how we can respond. Register here.

Hope For the Future will run a free online training session called ‘Writing to Your
Local Politician to Encourage Climate and Nature Action’ on 2 April from 1pm-
2pm. Register.

Despite the fact that the UK is nearly halfway to meeting its 2050 net zero
target and UK electricity is increasingly generated by low-cost renewables, Tory
leader Kemi Badenoch says it is 'impossible' for the UK to meet its net zero
target by 2050 – a goal set by a previous Conservative government. It's another
example of a politician failing to understand the damage and expense of a slow
transition away from fossil fuels. Read more.

Please support the work of
Operation Noah
Our campaigns and activities rely on donations from individuals and organisations,
so please consider giving a one-off or regular donation.

You are receiving this newsletter because you signed up for updates on the
Operation Noah or Bright Now websites, opted to receive updates when
registering for a webinar run by Operation Noah or one of our partners, or asked
for updates when you signed our Fossil Free petition. If you no longer wish to
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