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We have lots to share with
you this month, with
upcoming events and job
opportunities. Don't forget
to book your place for any
of the events this month

Dates for Your Diary-
June

Monday 2nd, 10am- District
Staff Meeting- Pipers Pool

Tuesday 3rd, 10am- District
Executive- Liston

Tuesday 10th, 10:30am-
District Property Committee

Thursday 12th, 2pm- District
Grants Committee- Velwell
Road

Monday 16th, 7:30pm-
Conference Briefing- Zoom

Saturday 5th July- EXPLORE
Weekend

26th June - 2nd July-
Methodist Conference
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Pentecost
A Message from Revd Dr Daniel Haylett

Dear friends,

The Kingdom of God is one that is full of surprises,
reversals and unexpected moments of insight, beauty
and wonder. It has to be so, given what we read and
learn about Jesus from the Gospel accounts, and
from our own experiences of God at large in the
world around us and within us. ’

Luke’s Gospel in particular highlights these reversals
and moments with almost childlike glee. From before
Jesus' birth, in Mary and Elizabeth’s songs and
rejoicing we are given a foretaste of the sort of work
that God is up to in the incarnation. Through Jesus'
baptism and his encounters with religious and
political leaders and especially with ordinary people,
the signs are all there in Luke's gospel of what
Kingdom living is like. We need to be prepared for
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God to do the unexpected, the different, the abundant thing. Sometimes keeping up
with God can be a challenge.

At Pentecost we celebrate what God's creative uprooting and overturning of old orders
looks like. Worshippers are gathered in one place and they experience God's
presence in such a powerful, gentle way that the lives of all who are there will never be
the same again. As God's Spirit is unleashed in a new way, the disciples and others
around Jesus go from despondency and disappointment into empowerment and
purpose filled living. Perhaps we see this clearest when we think about the resurrection
account of despairing followers on the Emmaus road who say: “But we had hoped that
he was the one to redeem Israel...” (Luke 24:21); and contrast that with the explosion of
what happens in Acts 2. Lives and hearts are transformed, and God's people find new
ways to desire the sort of kingdom that is all about reversing injustice, death and
despair.

It may not be that at this time we are necessarily feeling like we can cope with the
invitation of Pentecost. Maybe it's enough to keep going with what we have and know.
Or maybe you are waiting for something new to break into the pain or disappointment
you live with like those followers on their walk to Emmaus. Pentecost reminds us of
how suddenly and certainly God will bless us to make us a blessing to others.

With every blessing,

Dan
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Go out to help out

A Message from the District Rural Officer

It is probably a sign of an un-original mind that this short item has at least two ‘stolen
and mutilated slogans’. The title of one may remind some of you of that clarion call
during a particular point in the Covid pandemic of ‘eat out to help out’ with it's
intention of helping the hard hit hospitality industry.

With the Agricultural industry now similarly facing a very difficult period, with immense
changes to the support given for food production (or possibly more accurately
described as non-food production!) and other dramatic financial challenges such as
the family farm tax, then help is much needed. Where better to find that help than
amongst a group of people who have a hope where others find none, whose mission
statement is to go into all the world, and whose ethos is to care for the disadvantaged
and downtrodden.

Sunday June 8t, or in some cases (particularly in Cornwall) 15th, 22nd or 29t June,
offers an opportunity to mix with and start to get to know some of the people who are
trying their hardest to provide food for us, against all the odds. That date is the official
‘Open Farm Sunday’ and for those of you who indulge in internet stuff there is a
website www.farmsunday.org/

There is a fair selection of venues in the wider
South West, ranging from Wick Court in i
Gloucestershire via West Town Farm near ke
Exeter and Tregullas Farm on the Lizard, to
Stack Field farm at St. Just.

e

(o]
1 Open Farm Sunday

Go along, enjoy yourselves (just check the o ‘
dates first!), learn something, make friends, ‘ — =
start conversations and remember, don't ask Hag) ! Vi i

‘What can you do for the church?’ but, ‘What

can the church do for you?

Andy Jerrard

District Rural Officer



http://www.farmsunday.org/
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Focus on Cuttack

A Message from Anne Browse

A recent email from Rt Rev Surendra
Kumar Nanda, Bishop of our Partner
Diocese of

Cuttack in the Church of North India,
asks us to pray for him as he leads
the Diocesan

Council, that all matters will be
directed by the Holy Spirit and to the glory of God.

Bishop Nanda sends love and greetings to us, his friends in our District. He also asks us
to pray for his family, and especially for his grand daughter, Harshita, who is receiving
speech therapy.

Please pray also for peace between India and Pakistan.

The photos show the Bishop with Dan, our Chair of District, and with his wife and two
daughters at an event at the Christian hospital in Berhampur. Both photos were taken
on our visit to the Diocese in February 2024.
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WLP EXPLORE WEEKEND

Temple Methodist Church, Taunton

Saturday 5" July 2025

An exciting event for Scan to book
Worship Leaders & Local Preachers %F'REE plamce
ors
(In training or accredited) -
Organisers of Local Arrangements
Anyone interested in leading worship E

2 inspiring sessions packed with
ideas for anyone involved in
preaching, worship leading,

organising local arrangements or

getting started.

orking
O

Saturday 5th & Sunday 6th July
For WL & LP in training

Choose module 2 or 6
Enjoy the in-person experience of
learning and sharing together.

This FREE event also includes sharing worship, keynote speaker and Lunch.

Pre-booking essential. Overnight accommodation is not provided.

To book your place scan QR code or
https://tinyurl.com/42eys5fa
For programme details or other enquiries,
please contact:

4
q
bev@transformingconversation.org or The MethOdISt ChurCh

text/tel 07775 602330
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DROPS - Making waves through art

A Message from Performing Arts
Mission Enabler

I'm writing to let you know about a
new venture called DROPS, based in
Plymouth but seeking to make waves
across the District. This project has
grown out of five years of working as a
Performing Arts Mission Enabler for
the Plymouth and Devonport
Methodist Circuit from 2020-2024. I'm
grateful to Rev. Al Lowe and Sherwell
United Church, the District 'DAF’ fund and NPNP for believing in this work and providing
funding to enable it to enter a new phase. We are aware that there are others around the
District who are doing some amazing work through the arts and we're keen to map what's
already happening, to share some of our learning and to learn from others - to bring
together people who are interested in joining us on this journey to build community and
make waves through the arts...

Right from the start of my role as PAME, God began speaking to me about removing
barriers and finding new ways of being church. The thing that struck me about lockdown
was that, when churches were closed, no one was left out. God said clearly, ‘See, | am
doing a new thing. In 2023, | felt that God was showing me that | needed to break down
the walls of church to create more space for the Kingdom. | was inspired to write a play
called Bloomin’ Church! - this professional production literally opened up the walls of
church, revealing the cracks, but also the potential to bloom, when we allow each other
the space to be ourselves. There are so many people who don‘t want to step footin a
church - but will come to see a play and be impacted and then want to talk about it. And
people are still talking about it...

| employed the services of a Local Freelance Director, Mark Sidey, who is not a church
person (which was very helpful) - he got involved with the project because he was drawn
to script and saw the play as a universal reflection on community and relationships. In fact,
he was so inspired by being involved in the production that he wants to work with us to
look at bridging the divide between church and community. He's now on my Steering
Group.
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Rev. Al Lowe was the Theatre Chaplain for the production and offered a conversation
between shows on the Saturday matinee - and we realised that we needed to create
more opportunity for community and conversation through the arts. So, in January 2024
we started Immersion - an immersive arts experience (in a 360 dome) followed by a
conversation - to facilitate opportunities for people to have a shared experience and
make spiritual connections. Due to the nature of the arts, the sense of ‘us and them' is
removed and we find that there is natural mix of church and non-church members. | also
run a group called Soul Stories, for poets / artists to share their work and the story
behind it. Simply by having a safe space to share their stories, listen to one another’s
experiences and have a conversation, group members have expressed that they have
made genuine connections, feel heard and leave feeling ‘transformed'...

The funding recognises the pioneering nature of the work and the need to provide safe
spaces to build community, without the pressure to conform to expected ways and
outcomes of traditional church. Creating community is a journey, not an agenda!
Discipleship is about encouraging growth, not bums on seats! The mission of the
performing arts is not about telling people what they should believe, but about offering
a space for people to be caught up in wonder and discover God within and all around
us...

The name for this new work is taken from a poem | wrote called Drops in the Ocean. We
are all drops in the same ocean - we recognise the value of each individual drop and
how together we can make waves for change - we're stronger and more creative when
we're connected to our source and each other...

As well as gathering creative people across the District, we want to offer a professional
tour of Bloomin’ Church! in July 2026 (depending on availability of theatres / venues),
with a view to coming to areas where this opportunity will be embraced and used to
support mission through the arts and the intentional building of community. We're
slightly tweaking the script to make it a one act play, so that, following the interval,
people will be encouraged to come back in for a conversation about the themes of the
play and perceptions about God and the church. We want to make sure that the tour
won't just be a nice evening of entertainment, but part of a mission journey in each area.
If you are interested in being part of
this venture and possibly helping to
host a performance of Bloomin’
Church! at a theatre near you, please
email me now!

| just want to make it clear - I'm not
coming in as the expert - I'm looking
to gather a team of key people
around the District, to share ideas and
resources and maybe meet a couple
of days a year for training and
inspiration.

12
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| am currently still using my Performing Arts Mission Facebook page and website as |
work on a new logo and website with my Designer. Please see below to follow the
work / make contact.

Thank you for taking the time to read this - | really look forward to hearing from anyone
who is interested in 'hosting’ a performance and / or partnering in this work...

God bless,
Anne x

PS I'm also working with Helen Pearce, District Social Justice Coordinator, to put
together an art installation called, Let's Face It, which seeks to promote greater
understanding and compassion of homelessness and housing insecurity. Helen is in the
process of organising this to tour to five venues across the District in Oct / Nov - please
do use this as an opportunity to engage with your local community and explore ways of
partnering with your community to tackle homelessness and the stigma surrounding
it...

Anne Middleton

Performing Arts Mission Enabler

DROPS - making waves through the arts
Sherwell United Church
anne.middleton@live.co.uk
www.facebook.com/performingartsmission

www.performingartsmission.com

3
PaslognifiilArts Mission
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Poppies at Bratton Fleming- Marking VE Day

A Message from Revd Dr Tracey Darling

St Peter’s Bratton Fleming is a small, rural
Anglican / Methodist LEP church in the
llfracombe and Barnstaple circuit. To mark
the 80th anniversary of VE Day, one of the
members came up with the idea of a
poppy cascade from the church’s tower.

Back in the winter a plea was made for

knitted and crocheted poppies and so began the flood of poppies from the local
churches, the community, and even some posted from abroad. In total over 6000
poppies were made by pre-schoolers, children and adults. In fact, there were so many
poppies that not only was there a display from the tower, but also there were displays
from the East window and around the church door. The community also helped fix the
poppies and deliver leaflets around the village. People who usually had little or no
connection with the church talked of their enjoyment at being involved in this project.

The Bishop of Exeter led the service at Bratton Fleming on the 4th May and then
dedicated the Poppy Cascade. What was going to be a display for two weeks was
extended until the later May Bank Holiday so that people who lived some distance
form the village but wanted to see the display would have time to travel - such was the
impact.

It has been wonderful to see the local
community and beyond help with this
project, the likes of which has never
been seen before in the village. It has
been a wonderful achievement and
people in the church are already
wondering ‘what next?’

Revd Dr Tracey Darling

Superintendent- lIfracombe & Barnstaple Circuit

12
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Pilgrimage- An Early Invitation

A Message from Revd Andy Chislett-McDonald

Pilgrimage has had a growing revival amongst
people of faith or no faith. This has been evidenced
by the BBC making an annual series. The latest took
a group of celebrities through the Alps along part
of the ancient route to Santiago de Compostela.
Many who walk find it is superb for their mental
health, physical health and general wellbeing.
Pilgrimage is for everyone.

Rev Andy Chislett-McDonald will be leading a
pilgrimage to Santiago de Compostela. We will

June 2025

camino Inglés
(4]

Ferrol G Coruna - Santiago

A Practical & Mystical Manual
for the Modern-day Pilgrim

start the walk on Tuesday 26th May from Ferrol and walk for 6 days on the Camino
Inglés. You are warmly invited to come along for the journey. Andy's details are in the
District Directory or through the Torbay Circuit Office. There will be more information

(and invitations) to follow.

And, if you cannot wait until next summer, Andy and some friends will be making a
'reconnaissance’ pilgrimage this autumn. We start our walk from Ferrol on Tuesday

23rd September. You are very welcome to join us.

Revd Andy Chislett-McDonald

Presbyter- Torbay Circuit

12
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PULSE BOOKING INFORMATION:

Face to face - gathered session at Taunton Temple Methodist Church 13th June (Session 3; 7 -

9pm).

In addition we are directing those interested in attending the session 3, to do so by booking in

with the administration Team (admin@swpmethodist.org.uk).

The Zoom Session will take place:

Monday 9th June at 7pm (Session 3)

We were greatly encouraged by the first session and thank all those who attended and took such

an active part - we are very much looking forward to the last session.

Every Blessing - PULSE Mission Roadshow Organising Team

15
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Fve of Show
Service

WEDNESDAY 4th JUNE 2025
6:30PM IN THE MAIN RING

Join us for a pasty reception after the
service at Stand 1.
Free Entry & Parking (opposite the Main
Showground entrance) for those

- attending the service.
é M

YOYAL CORNWALL 3§§E§,‘E
-~ SHOW 2025 - -
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Footsteps

for change
07 | 06 | 2025

9am-1pm (4
St Thomas Methogist Church, ‘e .’“

Exeter
X

How many laps can you be sponsored to
complete around St Thomas Methodist Church?

We have 178 miles to walk, jog or run - the distance to
Action for Children's HQ in Watford.

This is 1,500 laps of the grounds.
Whether you can manage 1 lap or 100, you are
welcome.

Special toddler walk at 10.30 am

) Coffee & Cake | Kids Craft | Craft stalls |

Wr
l.

Scan here to
wew the Just
giving page

For more information contact boysbrigade5thexeter@hotmail.com

16
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CONTINUING MINISTERIAL

DEVELOPMENT

IN-PERSON AND ONLINE CMD SESSIONS FROM THE DIOCESE OF TRURO MINISTRY TEAM

JUNE
AI'AND THE CHURCH: BEING IN THE WORLD BUT NOT OF IT

Tuesday 17 June, 12.00-1.30pm, online
Led by the Patricia Shaw, CEO, Beyond Reach Consulting Limited

This session will explore the complex relationship between Artificial In-
telligence (Al) and faith in a society where Al is increasingly ubiquitous.

Patricia Shaw will guide participants through a thought-provoking
journey examining Al from three critical perspectives:

- Al in the World,;

- Al in the Church; and

- Al in our Society.

As Christians navigating these technological waters, the webinar will
also provide an opportunity to discuss perhaps some of the benefits
and challenges you have already faced, and discuss how to approach Al
with wisdom and discernment.

This timely conversation will equip church leaders to engage thought-
fully with Al while maintaining our distinct Christian values and identi-

ty.

Patricia Shaw is CEO of Beyond Reach Consulting Limited advising
internationally on Al and data ethics, policy, governance, and law.
Patricia was a founding member of the Oxford Collaboration for
Theology and Al and founder of the Homo Responsiblis Initiative which
works with the European Evangelical Alliance. She is an Advisor to Al
and Faith and expert advisor to other bodies such as Council of Eu-
rope, COMECE, IEEE, and Equinet.

To book email melanie.pomery@truro.anglican.org

16
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The Methodist Churcﬁ'

Pentecost at the Pit

3pm Sunday 8™ June
. Preacher: Rev Dr Dan Haylett

N

o

s

CHURCHES

| BECOMING BETTER TOGETHER Nicene Creed
| CORNWALL

inspiring unity
sharing our gifts

Supported by Churches Together in Cornwall
All are welcome to join in celebration of the Church’s birthday
as we mark the climax of the 10 year of Thy Kingdom Come
1700t Anniversary of the Council of Nicaea
30 years of Churches Together in Cornwall

Local car parking only if dry at Gwennap Pit (TR16 5HH)

Large coaches may drop off & collect after the event. Please approach the Pit via Carharrack.
If it rains the event will continue - please dress accordingly!

photo: Wikimedia Commons
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Job Advert

THE METHODIST
CHURCH

LAY PASTOR (17.5 Hours per week)

The Exeter Coast and Country Circuit is seeking to appoint a part time
Lay Pastor to provide pastoral support and care alongside the Circuit
Ministry Team at Crediton Methodist Church from September 2025

The salary will be £12.51 - 13.18 per hour
£11384 - £ 11994 per annum pro rata (17.5; hours per week)
£24,395 - £25,701 full- time equivalent

The initial appointment will be for 2 year and may be extended subject
to a Circuit staffing review in spring 2027.

This is a Circuit appointment based at Crediton Methodist Church
working with the Presbyter with Pastoral Charge.

The appointment will include Evening and Weekend Work..

For further information or an application pack,
please email: exetermcco@gmail.com

By telephone, please call Kerryann Gill -
PA to Revd Dr Simon Leigh

Tel: 01392 459733

Closing date for applications: 4 June 2025
Interviews - Week Commencing: 9 June 2025

A satisfactory DBS Enhanced Disclosure is required for this post.
We are an equal opportunities employer but there is an occupational

requirement for the post holder to be a practising Christian in
accordance with the Equality Act 2010: part 1, schedule 9..

The Exeter Coast and Country Circuit Office, The Mint Methodist Church
Fore Street, Exeter, EX4 3AT

Crediton Lay Pastor Advert v1 Charity number: 1137450

18
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4
The Methodist Churcﬁ

West Cornwall Methodist Circuit

Circuit Pastoral Lay Worker

An opportunity has arisen for a Circuit Pastoral Lay Worker, on a 2-year fixed term basis, within the
West Cornwall Methodist Circuit.

The role will be based at The Centre, Trinity Methodist Church, Newlyn with the possibility of some
home working. Some evening meetings will be required. Travel costs that arise in the role will be
reimbursed.

We are seeking an enthusiastic candidate who:

e Has a passion for Christian Mission and Community Engagement

e s able to encourage and lead others, work independently and collaborate as part of a team
e Recognises the importance of relationships for Mission and Ministry

e s able to care for others pastorally, within and beyond, the Church

e |s motivated and adaptable

e [s able to contribute to the planning, and leading, of worship for all ages.

There is a genuine occupational requirement for the holder of this post to be a Christian.

The appointment is subject to references and an enhanced DBS check.
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Salary: £15.00 per hour, 35 hours per week (fixed term for two years)

Further information is available on the Circuit website: www.westcornwallmethodists.org.uk or via
the Charity Commission website: Charity overview, WEST CORNWALL METHODIST CIRCUIT -
1135689, Register of Charities - The Charity Commission

For further information and an informal conversation about the role, please contact the Senior
Circuit Steward, Jerry Drew: jeremy.drew@gmail.com

For an application pack, please contact Tania Bird, Circuit Administrator
admin@westcornwallmethodists.org.uk

Deadline for applications: 5pm on Friday 13" June 2025.

Interviews will be held at the end of June.
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