
 
 

Justice & Peace Weekly Bulletin : 05 May 2021 
Please send any comments or items for next week’s news to  
Mary Bradley, 01326 312 768, mary@corisande.plus.com 

GOOD NEWS 
• JUST HAVING A BANK ACCOUNT MADE A WORLD OF DIFFERENCE 

HSBC has begun a scheme, the No Fixed Address service which now operates in over 100 branches, 
enabling people without a fixed home address to open bank accounts. A bank account is essential in 
receiving benefits, making a mobile phone contract, contacting potential employers and getting paid 
for a job. 

• MALARIA VACCINE? 
Oxford University has encouraging news that a trial vaccine for Malaria yielded promising results, 
but it is still early days; if successful, millions of lives would be saved. 

• BEES  
In Holland, a census has shown that bees have increased in number in urban areas following efforts 
to make cities more hospitable to pollinators. But the Dutch countryside remains a “desert” for the 
imperilled pollinators, researchers warned.   

FOR REFLECTION AND PRAYER 
• FAKE DRUGS 

Fake drugs are the world’s greatest fraud, making over $200 billion a year through large scale and 
small isolated traffickers.  
42% of fake drugs come from Africa. It is estimated that over 122,000 children a year die from 
substandard and counterfeit antimalarial drugs. (In Tanzania the MMM missionaries are involved in 
setting up a school of pharmacy assistants to help with this problem and may eventually have a 
project to actually produce medicines.) 

• GUN POWER 
Texas is passing a law abolishing the need for a permit to possess a gun. 

ACTIONS FOR THE WEEK   
• PRAY, DONATE, FAST FOR INDIA… amidst its Covid crisis. 
• Find out what is happening in your area re the G7 talks. FPCT will be involved in a Christian 

response. 
• Talk to people about the Christian’s response to Climate Change (see below) and how we need 

realign our own daily lives for sustainable living. 

MAY MEETING: TUESDAY 11TH MAY AT 2PM ON ZOOM 
Mary Bradley will be presenting the CAFOD report on “SEVEN WAYS THE CHURCH CAN CHANGE THE 
WORLD” with dialogue and discussion followed by a coffee break. Nona Wright will lead us then in our time 
of prayer for Persecuted Christians. 
All are welcome to join us on Zoom:  Meeting ID: 850 5528 8184  Passcode: 704305 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85055288184?pwd=eDRMRXNHN09lbXhzZUhUczZ5cENndz09  

Christian Action Over Climate Emergency 
1 May 2021 / Dr Euan McPhee 

A century ago, women were prepared to put themselves at risk for the right for women to vote. Would 
women have got the vote if the Suffragettes had not protested? Probably, but not as rapidly as did happen. 

https://ctcinfohub.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b645f09ec283e4df6750ff7ee&id=b04d1aea1f&e=5e2c195eda
mailto:mary@corisande.plus.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85055288184?pwd=eDRMRXNHN09lbXhzZUhUczZ5cENndz09


Will the climate protesters of today be viewed in like manner? And are the actions that they are taking 
justified? Or should we actually be asking the question – is inaction in the face of the Climate Emergency 
justified? As in the parable of the sheep and the goats, those who did not act despite the obvious need said 
“Lord, when did we see you hungry and not feed you…?” (Matthew 25:31-46). 

Today (Saturday 1 May 2021), five Christians in different parts of the country put their beliefs to the test and 
engaged in an act non-violent direct action. Here is a brief account of the action of one of them. 

“Five ordinary Christians in four different locations across the UK stopped traffic as they sat in the road today 
in protest at the lack of action over the climate emergency. Caroline Harmon in Loughborough and Ben in 
Dorchester were arrested for obstructing the highway. They were amongst hundreds of people across the 
UK blocking roads locally to say they will no longer stand by while the UK government lies to the public 
about its tepid plans to tackle the climate crisis and protect creation, two years after Parliament declared a 
climate emergency. 

Ben in Dorchester, Ruth Urbanowicz in Brighton, Julie Stamford in London, Joe Peall in Ipswich and Caroline 
Harmon in Loughborough, all Christians, stopped traffic for approximately an hour each by peacefully sitting 
in the road wearing signs that expressed their fears for the situation. Caroline’s sign said: 

‘I am terrified for the future of my child because of the climate crisis’ 

Their action was part of an approach developed during the Covid-19 pandemic by members of Extinction 
Rebellion, in which people can engage in civil disobedience to highlight the crisis, alone yet united. 

In a statement to explain why she was taking this action, Caroline Harmon, in Loughborough, said: 

‘We’re hurtling towards a future, a horrible future, that I don’t want my child to have to live in. I hate to 
think I will inconvenience people today but we’re going to have to inconvenience ourselves much more to 
tackle this properly. Sitting in the road is my desperate attempt to see us do what we need to do to protect 
the creation God has given us to steward.’” 

Read more on https://christianclimateaction.org/2021/05/01/christians-across-the-uk-arrested-this-
morning-over-climate-emergency/  
 
 
More Justice and Peace news in CTC Weekly News – subscribe at http://bit.ly/CTCWeeklyNews  
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