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Welcome to Roots & Shoots with 1 day to go until the start
of Thy Kingdom Come, honouring ministry and service at
the Archdeacons' Visitations, praying for our Church
Schools, Embracing Differences, Meet the Funders, read
how one primary school was presented a Christian Aid
award, and what music would Bishop Mike listen to on a
desert island?
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One day to go until Thy Kingdom Come!

Thy Kingdom Come 2025 officially begins tomorrow! Thy Kingdom Come is a
global wave of prayer which takes place every year between Ascension Day
until Pentecost (29 May- 8 June 2025) . During this time, Christians around the
world are encouraged to pray for people they know to come to faith and know
the love and peace of Jesus. It is a movement that unites Christians across
different traditions, denominations and nations. This year, Thy Kingdom Come is
celebrating it's 10th anniversary of lighting the world up in prayer.

It's not too late to join in with this year's Thy Kingdom Come! There is a number
of free downloadable resources themed around the Lord's Prayer which can
help you to pray for others and join in with the global wave of prayer. These
include a prayer journal, a novena, and digital detox devotionals for adults and
one for young people. Click here to download the free resources.

For children, the Cheeky Pandas are back with a brand new 4 part series all
about prayer. These cartoon episodes can help children to explore different
ways to pray, through crafts, sketches and creative bible teaching. Click here for
the Cheeky Panda resources.

Find out below how we are marking Thy Kingdom Come at our Pentecost
Celebration...
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Thy Kingdom Come Pentecost Celebration: Making Room

Sunday 8 June, 6-7:30pm at Exeter Cathedral

We're really looking forward to our Thy Kingdom Come Pentecost Celebration at
Exeter Cathedral on Saturday 8 June, from 6-7:30pm. The theme of our service
invites us to consider:

* How can we Make Room for the movement of the Holy Spirit in Devon?

* How can we Make Room for Jesus in the way we live, and for God in our
lives?

* How can we make room for others?

The service will include worship led by Andy Flanagan, sing-songwriter and
Executive Director of Christians in Politics. The speakers will include the Bishop
of Exeter, Dr Krish Kandiah OBE, Founder of the Sanctuary Foundation, Dr
Ysanna Marville, Child, Educational and Community Psychologist and
Academic and Professional Tutor at Exeter University, and Hannah Richards,
Chair of Christians Together across Exeter (CTaX). We will also be joined by
representatives of Churches Together in Devon, as well as representatives from
different denominations across Devon. The service will also be BSL interpreted
and Al language translation will be available.

Before the service begins, the Cloister Garden will be available from 4:30pm for
children and families activities, crafts and prayer. Refreshments will be
available.

We would love for you to join us as we gather together to Make Room.

Tickets are free, but it is advised to book a ticket for each individual attending so
that we know numbers. Click here to book your free tickets.



Watch this video to find out more about our Thy Kingdom Come Pentecost service...

Archdeacons' Visitations

The Archdeacons' Visitations take place every year and are the moment when
churchwardens elected at the Annual Meeting of Parishioners are formally
'sworn' in and take on their official role. Itis a moment of thanksgiving for the
work and ministry of churchwardens and a chance to celebrate their contribution
to the life of our parishes and mission communities. It is also the Archdeacon's
chance to formally thank churchwardens on behalf of the Bishop and also think
about priorities and practicality for the coming year. Over the last few years we
have tried to shorten the service and make them more meaningful, by using a
theme to hold everything together. This year's theme is Safeguarding and we'll
be joined by members of the Diocesan Safeguarding Team. We hope that
clergy will support their churchwardens by coming along to the service and other
PCC and family members too are welcome to affirm this important key role
within the life of the church.

If you're a churchwarden and not already signed up to one of the services,
please contact your Archdeacon's office:

The Archdeacon of Barnstaple: 01271 375475 or ADB@exeter.anglican.org
The Archdeacon of Exeter: 01392 425577 or ADE@exeter.anglican.org

The Archdeacon of Plymouth: 01752 858382 or ADP@exeter.anglican.org
The Archdeacon of Totnes: 01626 832064 or ADT @exeter.anglican.org




Your church building, churchyard and Eco Church

It is inspiring to see how many churches are achieving Eco Church awards, but
did you know that some the actions taken in support of Eco Church might need
permission? A new guide from the Church Buildings Office is available to help
PCCs understand when they need to get List B or Faculty permission for work in
the church building or churchyard*.

The Eco Church scheme, run by conservation charity A Rocha UK, encourages
and equips churches in their journey to becoming more environmentally friendly.
Those taking part, complete an online survey about five key areas of church life:

*  Worship and teaching.

* Buildings and energy.

* Land and nature.

°  Community and global engagement.
* Lifestyle.

By choosing ways of managing your building and churchyard that care for the
environment, such as draught proofing, swapping to LED lighting, or buying
green energy, churches can gain points towards the next Eco Church level (up
to ‘Gold’). The online Eco Church survey is simple to complete, but it is not
always obvious whether the choices or changes you make need permission in
line with the Faculty Jurisdiction Rules. That's why the Church Buildings Office
have created a guide — available here.

If you have any questions about permissions, or applications for work,
please contact the Church Buildings Office: dac@exeter.anglican.org or
01392 2949 44/45/02/62. For more information on how the Creation Care
Team can support your church to become more eco-friendly, visit our
website.

* Most of our church buildings, their contents and churchyards are protected by
Faculty Jurisdiction. Under this legislation, any repair, alteration, extension, disposal
or addition to a church building or churchyard needs approval from the

Chancellor of the Diocese. In some cases, permission is given by the Archdeacon
(these are known as List B matters). You can find out more about permissions on



the Church Buildings Office website. J 0 b

Opportunities

Assistant Curate (Team Vicar Designate) for the Crediton Team

(North Creedy West)

The Crediton Ministry Team wish to appoint a new Assistant Priest (Team Vicar
Designate) in the emerging Crediton Ministry Team which is developing creative
and collaborative rural ministry within a vibrate ministry team serving across
Crediton. The right candidate will be a prayerful practitioner who is rooted in
their own spirituality, develop the spiritual life of the church by embracing
different traditions with creativity and innovation, and build connections across
communities. Click here for more information and to apply.

Events, resources or campaigns we would love you to make the most
of and share with your church community...




Saturday 14 June 2025, 10am-3pm at Abbotsbury Church, Newton Abbot
As conflicts, political crises, climate change and the cost-of-living continue to
dominate headlines and impact millions of lives, our next Mission Shed day in
June could not be more relevant. For God So Loved will look at the relationship
between Social Justice, Politics, Environmentalism and Mission. We will be
considering what we as Christians are called to do in situations where we may
feel powerless to make a difference. We are delighted to have Rev'd Dr Lucy
Larkin, Principle of SWMTC, Andy Flannagan, one of the three Directors of
Christian in Politics, and Hannah Richard, from Theos Think Tank, joining us as
our guest speakers. There will be practical workshops and opportunities to
connect with different organisations and charities. Chloe Axford, our Director of
Communications and Engagement will be hosting. Refreshments provided.
Please bring a packed lunch.

To book your free tickets, and for more information, click here.



Should Christians
concentrate on saving
souls

In this video, Chloe Axford shares more about what you can expect at our next
Mission Shed Gathering...
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In the fullness of time: a story of the past and future of the church
Beyond the Walls webinar series, 10 June, 1pm

In our present time there are significant challenges in fulfilling the vision to be ‘a
Christian presence in every place; secularisation, decline, significant cultural
change. In his book In the Fullness of Time Paul Bradbury, reflects on the
experience of numerous leaders; in parishes, church plants, fresh expressions
and new missional communities, all wrestling with the call to be a Christian
presence in a particular place. There will be a chance to engage with the
themes of the book. Paul will also talk about his doctoral research which looks
at how pioneers make space for new church communities to emerge through
community building and disciple-making. Paul Bradbury is an ordained pioneer
minister in the Church of England, based in Poole, Dorset. He is an associate
tutor with Sarum College, CMS & RCC Cuddesdon. Click here to book your
free place to the webinar.

Fucalien

‘ DIQCESE

G ROWI N G i
'OF ENGLAND

\f \ |NDE

. : HHEH

IN PRAYER fi

This week we are praying for

pupils, teachers and staff at
St Michael's Church of
England Academy School,
Paignton.

#growinprayer

Growing in Prayer: Prayers for Schools
As we seek to grow in prayer, each week we will be praying for one of our



Church of England Schools in Devon. We will be sharing these digitally, on our
Diocese of Exeter Education Team social media accounts. This week, we are
starting by praying for pupils, teachers and staff at St Michael's Church of
England Primary Academy in Paignton. Join us as we cover our Church Schools
in prayer.

Our church schools are also included in our monthly Prayer Diary. You
can find our latest Prayer Diary here: exeter.anglican.org/prayer-diary/

Follow our Diocese of Exeter Education accounts:
Diocese of Exeter Education Team:

Facebook: facebook.com/ExeterDioceseEducationTeam
Instagram: @EdCofEDevon

X: @EdCofEDevon

Be A Governor:

Facebook: facebook.com/BeAGovernor
Instagram: @BeAGovernor

X: @BeAGovernor
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with joy

Alma Autism

England & Scotland Tour
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Differences

To love, accept and include autistic people
in our church community

Embracing Differences

Friday 6 June, 7-8:30pm, the Salvation Army, Plymouth, PL5 4AA Are our
churches embracing neurodiversity? Do we accept people’s differences and
support them in their unique way of developing faith and spirituality? What does
diversity and inclusion actually mean in the context of autism & church
community? During this seminar delivered by Alma Autism, in addition to gaining
more awareness about the autism spectrum, you will be able to have insight into
how far the church has come from welcoming people in the building, to allowing
them to belong and supporting their spiritual needs wherever they are. You will
learn strategies and ways in which your church can become a place of worship
for all. Click here to book your ticket.
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Parish Giving Scheme Mythbuster

Each week we are tackling some of the most common myths surrounding the
Parish Giving Scheme to help people give with confidence and clarity. Myth 3:
It's difficult for givers both to join the PGS scheme; and to adjust their regular
giving amount thereafter. Did you know that anyone who decides to make their
regular gifts to the Parish via PGS can join: online, by telephone or by
completing a paper form and posting it to PGS? Also, you can request a change
to any detail or preference by phone or email including Gift Aid and inflationary
increases. Click here to find out more information.

Meet the Funders

26 June, 10am-3pm, at St Matt's Church in Exeter

It's not too late to book your place for our next Meet the Funders Day event on
the 26 June from 10am-3pm at St Matt's Church, Exeter. This event is an
opportunity for churches to gain valuable advice on securing financial support



for mission, building maintenance, and community projects. This year, our guest
funders will include: The Benefact Trust, Asda Foundation, Joseph Rank Trust,
Diocese of Exeter Church Buildings Team and Creation Care Team,

National Churches Trust, Devon Historic Churches Trust, Devon Community
Foundation, Church Grants and we will also hearing from Devon churches who
have lived experience of successful grant funding campaigns. Click here to
book your free place.

In this video, hear from the Archdeacon of Exeter about this year's
Meet the Funders event...
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Flexible learning
to fit around
a busy lifestyle.
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Open Days at St Mellitus College, South West
Tuesday 10 June, 9am-2pm at St Mellitus College, Plymouth
Are you interested in studying theology or exploring what God might be calling
you to? St Mellitus College, South West in Plymouth is hosting a number of
Open Days in 2025 including one on Tuesday 10 June. This is an opportunity to
join in with morning worship and teaching alongside current students, followed
by a welcome session and Q&A with the Centre Director where you will have the
chance to ask questions about life as a student at St Mellitus College. There is
also time to have an interview, where the team can get to know you and you
also have the chance to ask any further questions. To book your place, click
here and if you have any questions, feel free to be in touch at
southwest@stmellitus.ac.uk. The Open Day will be held from 9am2pm, at St
Mellitus College in Plymouth.




DAY CONFERENCE FOR WOMEN
5 | @87 | 2025

St Paul’s Church, Barnstaple

12 - 4pm

BREAKFAST & LUNCH INCLUDED

£18 per ticket
Scan the QR code to book tickets
14 years +

for more info contact -

vicar@stpaulsbarnstaple.com

WILD (Women: Inspired: Loved: Devoted)

Saturday 5th July, 10am-4pm at St Paul's Church, Sticklepath, Barnstaple
You are invited to WILD (Women: Inspired: Loved: Devoted) for a ladies day
conference with worship, teaching, prayer ministry, creative craft and activity
stations, and sofa interviews. Tickets cost £10 for the day, which includes
breakfast, lunch and refreshments. The event will be held at St Paul's Church in
Sticklepath, Barnstaple, North Devon and is for those aged 14 and over. Click

here to for more information or email enquiries to: vicar@stpaulsbarnstaple.
com

Click here to book your ticket.




Renew, Refresh, Resource
30 May.- 1 June |.13-15 June«|; 27-29 Jgne

10%

DISCOUNT

Lee Abbey’s ‘Renew, Refresh, Resource’ weekends are
designed for everyone. Whether Christian or not yet,
come as an individual, couple, small or large group,
ministry team, community or whole church, to this
beautiful house and 280 acre estate on the edge of
Exmoor. We invite you into our Community to encounter
God and deepen your relationship with Him. Through our
simple hospitality, worship, teaching and prayer, find the
space you need to be renewed, refreshed and resourced.

Springl0% discount applies! Reference code when booking.

Renew, Refresh, Resource
30 May - 1 June, 13-15 June, 27-29 June

Spring10% discount applies! Click here for more information and to book your
place.
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Fundraising for the Devon Air Ambulance

Rev'd Jonny Elvin, Vicar at Trinity Church in Exeter, is riding the Dartmoor
Classic on Saturday 22 June to raise money for the Devon Air Ambulance Trust.
The route is 66 miles, with climbing of around 7,000 feet. It starts at Newton
Abbot racecourse and heads up to Hay Tor, then across to Princetown via
Ashburton, before heading to Moretonhampstead and down the Teign Valley,
back to Newton Abbot. It will be the third time that Jonny has ridden the course.
If you would like to donate to the fundraiser, click here.




We'd love to hear from you!

If you would like us to share an
event, training opportunity, or a good
news story in a future edition of
Roots & Shoots, do get in touch with
us! Please send any information
and photos you would like us to
include to Grace Stanhope,
Communications and Engagement
Officer: grace.stanhope@exeter.

anglican.org

Stories and experiences from around the Diocese and beyond ...

Primary School’s work tackling global poverty recognised with Christian
Aid Silver award

Pupils at Landscove Church of England Primary School, near Ashburton, have
been presented with a Silver Award from Christian Aid’s Global Neighbours
Scheme for their global citizenship work. Christian Aid’s Global Neighbours
scheme is an accreditation programme that celebrates schools which are
helping pupils learn about global poverty and the Christian responsibility to
tackle it. The programme also gives them the tools to play a confident part in
creating a fairer world.

Landscove Church of England Primary School was given the award in
recognition of its initiatives to encourage children to think of others throughout



the world. Their global citizenship work has included committing to Fairtrade,
fundraising for a project in Sierra Leone, and introducing refillable glue sticks
and LED lights across the school. The school has also proactively engaged with
parents to encouraging saving energy at home and car sharing as a way of
travelling to school.

Anna Neville, project leader, said, “the pupils have been learning about
examples of people who faced adversity and overcame this to be courageous
advocates for change. These stories have challenged the whole school
community to think about how each of us can make a difference in our local
community and globally." Click here to read the full news story.
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Desert Island Discs Evening

St Peter's Church in Fremington recently held a 'Desert Island Discs' evening
featuring Bishop Mike! The evening was inspired by the popular BBC Radio 4
programme 'Desert Island Discs', where guests choose eight musical discs, a
book, and a luxury item they would take away with them if they were cast away
on a desert island! Bishop Mike's music discs of choice included tracks such as
'Changes' by David Bowie, 'Alleluia, Behold the Bridegroom' by St Petersburg
Chamber Choir, 'True' by Spandau Ballet...and many more! During the evening,
Bishop Mike also shared some of his life story and events which have shaped
his path in life, reflecting on the music he enjoys and what inspires him. Click
here to see Bishop Mike's Desert Island Discs musical playlist.

Click here if you would like to watch the weekly online worship services
from across the Church of England.




