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ctcinfohub@gmail.com

From: The Clewer Initiative <clewerinitiative@churchofengland.org>
Sent: 02 December 2024 10:30
To: ctcinfohub@gmail.com
Subject: Continuing the global fight

  

   

 

Mobilising the Church to help end modern slavery. 

 

 

Looking forward 

This month, we share news of a historic meeting of faith leaders as well as 

provide an update on our new episcopal patrons, resources for Advent 2024 

and Lent 2025 and awareness raising in Taunton. 

   

Please forward this newsletter to your friends and colleagues and 

encourage them to sign up to receive it regularly. 
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A global fight 
 

Today is the 10th Anniversary of the signing of the Joint Declaration of 

Religious Leaders against Modern Slavery. 

Ten years ago, Catholic, Anglican, Muslim, Hindu, Buddhist, Jewish and 

Orthodox religious leaders gathered to sign the Joint Declaration of Religious 

Leaders Against Modern Slavery, a public statement of their commitment to 

work together in spiritual and practical action to eradicate modern slavery and 

restore dignity and freedom to its victims. Before signing the Joint Declaration, 

each religious leader described his or her motivations for adhering to the 

document. 

The event was historic not only for its commitment to work across religions to 

eradicate modern slavery, but also because it was possibly the first time that 

these faith leaders had met as a group, unified in a common cause, signing 

their names on the same document. 

 

Bishop Alastair Redfern, chair of The Clewer Initiative, was privileged to attend 

the original gathering and is at the United Nations in Geneva today to mark the 
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10th anniversary, reflect on progress made and agree on plans for the next 

decade. 

 

R E A D  M O R E   
 

 

 

Last chance to sign up to receive ongoing 

communication from us! 
 

An important message from Bishop Alastair Redfern... 
 

As you may know, The Clewer Initiative has recently become an independent 

charity. As part of this, we need to establish our own mailing list and can no 

longer use this database.  

 

We invite you, if you have not yet done so, to sign up to our new database so 

you can continue to receive newsletters and other information from The Clewer 

Initiative. 

 

Unfortunately due to GDPR regulations if you do not sign up to this new list, we 

will be unable to contact you about our work. (If you have already subscribed, 

thank you so much!) 

 

In terms of what we will send you, we pride ourselves in the quality of our 

monthly newsletter. We work hard to make sure it is of the greatest relevance 

to our supporters. 

 

It usually contains articles about 

- individuals and groups taking action against modern slavery  

- emerging modern slavery trends and statistics 

- new resources, upcoming events and training 
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- The Clewer Initiative and other modern slavery organisations  

 

We really value your support. If you have any questions or would like further 

information, please email the team on info@clewer.org.uk 

 

Blessings 

Bishop Alastair   
 

S U B S C R I B E  N O W !   
 

 

 

Using modern art to raise awareness 

Hidden Voices Bridgwater is once again rejoicing in how its recent Art 

Exhibition enabled many local people to find out more about modern slavery.  

For a whole week, after Anti-Slavery Day, Taunton Minster hosted 

an exhibition with artists from Somerset and London contributing a 

staggering array of artwork. 
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Throughout the weekend, there was a steady flow of visitors to the Minster 

and the artwork prompted much discussion. Representatives from local 

modern slavery organisations including Hidden Voices Bridgwater were on 

hand to answer questions and signpost support. 

R E A D  M O R E  A B O U T  T H E  E X H I B I T I O N   
 

R E A D  A B O U T  T H E  I ND I V I D U A L  A R T I S T S   
 

 

 

 

 A new structure of Episcopal Patrons, a Clewer 

Council and a Trustee body 

In the last month, 12 Bishops have agreed to become our patrons. We are 

extremely grateful to the Bishops of Bristol, Chelmsford, Chichester, Dover, 

Guildford, Hereford, Leeds, London, Norwich, Penrith, Southwark and 

Tonbridge for their support. 
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R E A D  M O R E  A B O U T  T H E  P L E D G E  T HE Y  H A V E  S I G N E D   
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We are pleased to share we are currently putting the finishing touches to our 

Lent 2025 resource. It focuses on chapter 13 of Luke’s Gospel – a section of 

Scripture that features in some of the Church of England’s Sunday Lent 

readings.  

 

Why “Waiting in the Wilderness”?   

In the Bible, the wilderness is a place of both positive and negative 

experiences. God's people suffer and face temptation in the wilderness but also 

meet with God in special ways. For victims of modern slavery, life is very much 

a “wilderness” experience – bleak, lonely, never-ending and without hope. 

 

Through the Lent course, we are seeking to both portray the wilderness 

experience of victims of modern slavery and inspire individuals, churches and 

communities to go out into the wilderness, where victims are waiting and bring 

hope and healing. 

 

An overview 

The resource will consist of six sessions, for the six weeks in Lent. It will have 

the following components: 

-    A Bible study on a few verses in Luke 13 

-    An animated poem, sharing the experience of a victim of modern slavery 

-    Group questions 

-    Background information on a form of modern slavery 

-    Ideas for action 

-    A prayer 

 

Waiting in the Wilderness is the fifth Lent course written by The Clewer 

Initiative. Every year, we have been encouraged to hear of groups, gathering 

together during Lent to reflect and pray, and learn more about modern slavery. 

We hope the six-week course, based on Luke 13, fuels your love and 

knowledge of Jesus and strengthens your understanding of modern slavery in 

the UK.   
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S I G N U P  T O  O U R  N E W  N E W S LE T T E R  T O  E N S U R E  Y O U  H E A R  
A B O U T  LE N T  2 0 2 5   

 

 

 

We have written four original prayers, one for each Sunday in Advent, to 

help us intercede on behalf of victims of modern slavery. 

 

Please use them in your churches or homes this Advent.  

P R A Y E R S  F O R  A D V E N T  
 

 



9

  

 



10

 

A prayer for the 1st Sunday in Advent  

 

 

Finally, if you have a story of modern slavery activism in your community or 

something you would like to share in the next newsletter, please email your 

idea to comms@clewer.org.uk  
 

 

 

Follow us on social for more news from The Clewer 

Initiative! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

The Clewer Initiative enables Church of England dioceses and wider church networks to 

develop strategies for detecting modern slavery in their communities and help provide 

victim support and care. Learn More 
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Copyright © 2024 The Clewer Initiative, All rights reserved. 

You signed up to receive the newsletter from the Clewer Initiative via www.theclewerinitiative.org or at an 

event in person. 

 

Our mailing address is: 

The Clewer Initiative 

Lambeth Palace 

Lambeth Palace Road 

LONDON, London SE1 7JU  

United Kingdom 

 

Add us to your address book 

 

 

 

Want to change how you receive these emails? 

You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

   

 

 


