
Dear Friends and Supporters.  

An information-packed, double-issue - “November and December” - of the 
Caucus Newsletter for the Persecuted Church and other religious 
minorities is now available from c.v.r.blacker@btinternet.com. 

 It contains a number of interesting and important new reports and articles 
and several positive developments.  

The new A.C.N. ‘Persecuted and Forgotten?’ Report reveals, once again, 
that the statistics for the global persecution of Christians have got worse. 

An International Charter calls for 11 remaining countries to repeal their 
Death Penalties for Apostasy and Blasphemy.  
There has been a step forward in the UK Parliament’s response to the 
genocide and forced organ harvesting of religious minorities in China. 

However, in Pakistan 200 Christian families are left homeless after CDA 
bulldozes their houses, and an Afghan Christian faces a fatal deportation 
back to Afghanistan.  

In India 600 Christians flee into the forest over Christmas after Hindu 
mobs vandalize their homes and churches for refusing to re-convert. 
Meanwhile the UN condemns the deterioration in India’s Human Rights 
under Modi’s political reign. 

Concerning Nigeria there is a timely review of the lethal impact of its 
Blasphemy Laws – and a Nigerian mother / medical worker is charged with 
blasphemy for daring to defend a murdered Christian student.  

In the D.R. of Congo a Nun / Doctor is burned to death by Islamists…and 
12 villagers are brutally massacred. 

In Afghanistan Christians, including a doctor, are arrested by the Taliban. 
Iran also arrests a number of Christians and incarcerates them in jail 
without due process. 

In the shadow of the World Cup there is a review of the situation affecting 
Christians in Qatar. 

In  China a Preacher is arrested for purchasing Christian Books online – 
and Christians are compelled to honour deceased CCP leader Jiang Zemin 
– the author of severe religious persecution. 
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However, on a more positive note, Canada passes into Law a Bill to combat 
Organ Trafficking in China. 

In Malaysia the ex-Prime Minister is criticised for making promulgating 
inflammatory antisemitic and anti-Christian tropes. 

In Thailand Police arrest 6 Pakistani-Christian asylum seekers including a girl 
aged 11.  The British Gov’t is shown to be culpable in a Thailand UNHCR 
refugee scandal in connection with two Pakistani brothers who were arrested 
for blasphemy. 
 

Nonetheless, the EU issues long-overdue but welcome guidelines for the 
interviewing of applicants for Religion-based asylum claims. 

In Ireland a Christian teacher is jailed after refusing to continue to use 
gender-neutral pronouns in his school.  

There is appalling anti-semitism on show at the UN as it again condemns 
Israel 15 times but the rest of world (including egregious human rights 
abusers Russia, China, North Korea, India and Pakistan – to name a 
few)  only 13 times.  

In the UK there is continuing anti-semitism within the Universities and the 
National Union of Students. 

In Israel/Palestine Christians are subject to several attacks in Bethlehem 
over the Advent and Christmas period plus there is a review of their 
persecution under the Palestinian Authority – a story which they suppress 
and the West ignores. 

In Ukraine Russian forces torture and kill a pastor and his son. 

Back in the UK a prospective parliamentary candidate is the alleged victim 
of Liberal Democrat bullying by members who object to his Christian 
beliefs. 

The edition ends with a link to all previous newsletters and a list of NGOs 
who provide valuable aid and advocacy and to whom you can make 
donations. 



Do feel free to pass on this newsletter to friends and colleagues. If any 
would like to receive it themselves do invite them to contact me for 
inclusion in the confidential (GDPR compliant) mailing list. 

Taking this opportunity to wish all out supporters a very happy Christmas 
and an equally happy New Year  

Dr Russell Blacker / The Caucus for the Persecuted Church   
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