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Dear Friends and Supporters.

Apologies for the delay in this February 2023 issue of the Caucus
Newsletter for the Persecuted Church and other religious minorities. I
was in India until yesterday where the Govt had suspended the internet
for some days.

Jinnah established Pakistan as a state where all religions were free to
practice their faith; this edition contains a review of Pakistan’s ongoing
'Purification' campaign against its religious minorities which have
fallen from 23% in 1947 to, now, 3%. Many of these minorities suffer
daily discrimination, arrests under accusations of blasphemy, abduction
rape and forced conversion, as well as violence and murder. As an
illustration, there is a report concerning another Christian girl
kidnapped by a 60-Year-Old Muslim, and a another Christian farm
labourer who is beaten to death.

In India the growing persecution of Christians following Modi’s anti-
conversion laws results in large demonstrations in Delhi. There is also a
review of last month’s report of blatant persecution of tribal Christians
in Chhattisgarh.

In Nigeria it is revealed that Jihadists have killed 2,543 Christians - and
abduct 1400 others - in Jan-June 2022 alone.

There is a report by Christian Solidarity Worldwide on the worsening
situation in Cuba.

In China Police detain more ethnic Christians, UN Special Rapporteurs
identify that 1 million Tibetan children are forcibly separated from
their parents, and more than 10,000 members of the Church of
Almighty God were arrested in 2022. China Aid Association releases its
latest report revealing the different mechanisms that the CCP uses to
discriminate against, incarcerate, torture and also kill China’s religious
minorities. This is happening on an industrial scale but, apart from the
Uyghurs, Western media turns a blind eye.

In Laos more Christian families are forcibly evicted from their village
and in Indonesia the Police arrest a popular Christian radio apologist.

In a presentation to the G20 Religion Forum Archbishop Bashar Warda
says it like it is –calling for religious pluralism and warning the world.

There is a short analysis of the current position of the Yadizis – the
victims of IS – and whom the western media and politicians seem to
have already forgotten.
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PAKISTAN

Pakistan's 'Purification' Campaign Against Its Minorities

by Lawrence A. Franklin  - February 8, 2023

https://www.gatestoneinstitute.org/19344/pakistan-minorities 

Dr. Lawrence A. Franklin was the Iran Desk Officer for Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld. He also served on active duty with the U.S. Army and as a Colonel in the Air Force Reserve.
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Pictured: Thousands of people at a rally in Karachi, Pakistan, demanding the execution of Asia Bibi, on November 21, 2018. Bibi, a Christian woman, spent 8 years on death row in Pakistan because of a false accusation of blasphemy, before being released and exiled. (Photo by Asif Hassan/AFP via Getty Images)

Pakistan means "Land of the Pure" in Urdu; at present, about 80-85% of its citizenry are Sunni Muslim.  Pakistanis, it is clear, do not want to host minorities: instead, they seem to be increasingly engaged in "purifying the land of the pure." 

When Pakistan was created in 1947, 23% of its population was non-Muslim. Today, only about 3% of the population is non-Muslim. Pakistan's appalling treatment of its religious minorities (Hindus, Christians, Shia Muslims and other Islamic sects, such as the Ahmadis) has caused many of them to leave the country.

The country's male-only, elementary school-level madrassas turn out millions of students who are taught to hate Hindus, Christian and Jews.

The imams of Pakistan, many of whom are trained in Saudi Arabia's austere Wahhabi branch of Sunni Islam, financially support Pakistan's madrassas and help to perpetuate intolerance. 

The International Center for Religion and Diplomacy reports that Pakistani seventh grade textbooks portray Pakistan's Hindus as a traitorous group that supports the country's arch enemy, India. The same books also portray Pakistan's Christians as agents of the West bent on destroying Islam. 

The United States Commission on International Religious Freedom noted in a 2016 report: "The content of Pakistani public school textbooks related to non-Islamic faiths and non-Muslims continue to teach bias, distrust, and inferiority. Moreover, the textbooks portray non-Muslim citizens of Pakistan as sympathetic towards its perceived enemies: Pakistani Christians as Westerners or equal to British colonial oppressors, and Pakistani Hindus as Indians, the arch enemy of Pakistan."

Even though Pakistan's constitution proclaims that all citizens, regardless of religion or ethnicity, will be treated equally before the law, this is clearly not what is taking place. Reports from numerous NGOs and the US Department of State detail the daily human rights abuses of minorities that violate the letter and spirit of the International Religious Freedom Act of 1998. The US State Department has consistently listed Pakistan as a "Country of Particular Concern."

Despite the Pakistani government's having established a "National Action Plan" to protect minorities, there is no discernible improvement in their daily lives. The discriminatory treatment of Pakistan's minorities by governmental institutions is reflected in the everyday marginalization and humiliation of Hindus, Christians and other small communities of faith. These abuses include acts of arson at Hindu temples and churches as well as desecration of religious symbols, and vandalism at cemeteries and shrines of minorities. 

The most venomous abuses of all are probably the false accusations of blasphemy, especially common in Islamabad, Lahore, and Karachi. In Pakistan, as in many other Muslim countries, blasphemy is a crime punishable by death, and often also ends up in mob violence against entire minority communities. Morning Star News reported last month:

"According to the Lahore-based Center for Social Justice, 1,949 cases of people accused of blasphemy were registered in Pakistan between 1987 and 2021, including 928 Muslims, 643 Ahmadis, 281 Christians, 42 Hindus, and 55 of unknown faith."

Human rights violations on a mass scale also occur against women in Pakistan. These crimes include the kidnapping of Hindu or Christian girls, often pre-teens, who are then forced to convert to Islam and/or coerced into marriages. One report estimates that at least 1,000 Hindu and Christian females are abducted every year in Pakistan.

More unequal treatment of minorities arises during disputes between Muslims and their non-Muslim neighbors over land, business or personal disagreements. These usually end in a bad way for the minority family. A Muslim neighbour can pull the "blasphemy law card," falsely accusing the Christians of showing disrespect for the Koran, the Islamic Prophet Muhammad or some other tenet of Islamic doctrine. This often results in the innocent non-Muslim either giving up in the dispute or being imprisoned.

A guilty verdict on a charge of violating the blasphemy law in Pakistan, whether the violation was intentional, accidental or fabricated, can result in severe penalties, including a death sentence. Since 1987 when the anti-blasphemy law was made more stringent, at least 1,500 Christians have been imprisoned. And according to an Indian media report last month: "Pakistan was to review its harsh blasphemy laws. It has made them even harsher."

This describes a mere fraction of the indignities and sufferings endured by Pakistani non-Muslims. 

In December 2022, there were two horrific anti-Christian incidents. In one, a mob murdered the brother of a woman, Lalli Kachi, who was abducted from her home in Sindh Province, and forced to convert to Islam. The other incident, also in Sindh, was the murder of a Christian mother Daya Bheel, whose mutilated body was found in a remote field.

Shia Muslims. who may constitute about 15% of the population, are condemned as heretics by their Sunni co-religionists. The Shia are victims of attacks during Friday prayers, including suicide bombings at their mosques. In 2021, (Sunni) ISIS terrorists slaughtered 11 Shia Muslim coal-miners. Shia Muslims are routinely harassed, particularly during the Islamic month of Muharram, when Shia hold public processions. Notably, even the Sunni-majority American Muslim Bar Association has criticized the failure of the Pakistani government, as a signatory of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, to abide by its commitments to safeguard minorities.

Ahmadis, another religious minority of whom there are estimated to be about half a million in Pakistan, are denounced by most Sunni Muslims as being non-Muslim, because they defer to their prophet, Mirza Gulam Ahmad, while Sunni and Shia Muslims believe that the last prophet was Mohammad. Ahmadis are so viciously persecuted in Pakistan that the sect moved its headquarters to Britain. There is no pretense of protection of Ahmadis in Pakistan: the government's Penal Code declares that Ahmadis are non-Muslims. By law, Ahmadis are not permitted to build mosques or to issue the public call to prayer.

In December, after the beheading of Daya Bheel, a Hindu woman, who skin was reportedly peeled off her head, India's Foreign Ministry demanded that Pakistan fulfill its obligations to protect minorities. The demand will likely have little impact upon crimes such as the abduction of non-Muslim girls and women by Muslim men.



Christian Girl Kidnapped by 60-Year-Old Muslim in Pakistan

Police slow to respond to alleged forcible conversion, marriage. 

Morning star News - February 13, 2023  

https://morningstarnews.org/2023/02/christian-girl-kidnapped-by-60-year-old-muslim-in-pakistan/ 

 Sitara Arif, 15, kidnapped on Dec. 15, 2022 from Faisalabad, Pakistan. (Morning Star News)



Arif Gill said he lost hope of finding his 15-year-old daughter – abducted by a 60-year-old Muslim who forcibly married her and converted her to Islam – until police in Pakistan finally registered a case after nearly two months.



Sitara Arif, also known as Saira, was kidnapped on Dec. 15 by Rana Tayyab in the Yousafabad area of Faisalabad, Gill said. Tayyab is the husband of Naila Ambreen, a Muslim government school principal for whom Saira worked as domestic help. “I went to the police station to report my daughter’s kidnapping, but they refused to accept my complaint and forced me out of the building,” said Gill, a physically handicapped Catholic.      



He said he made repeated attempts to register a case against Tayyab, with police ignoring his pleas. “Madam Naila is a government employee, and both she and her husband have considerable influence on the police, which is why they outright rejected my application,” Gill told Morning Star News. “After repeated humiliation and intimidation to stop pursuing the matter, I surrendered to my fate thinking that I won’t be able to see my daughter again. It’s been nearly two months since my wife and I haven’t seen our daughter or heard anything regarding her safety and well-being. Only God knows our pain and suffering since the day she was taken from us.”



Gill said poverty forced the family to send their daughter to work in a Muslim household. “I’m unable to earn a livelihood, so my wife and daughter work as domestic helps to provide for the family,” he said. “We have always been very protective about our daughter, and it never occurred to us that she would be targeted by a man five times her age.”

Sitara is the oldest of Gill’s children.



Gill’s lawyer and chairman of the Minorities Alliance Pakistan, attorney Akmal Bhatti, said he learned of Gill’s ordeal on Feb. 3 and immediately arranged for the family to meet with Faisalabad’s regional police chief. Protesting police indifference, they demanded immediate registration of a First Information Report (FIR). An FIR was registered against Tayyab on Feb. 4 at the Madina Town Police Station on the orders of the regional police chief, and officers have begun raids for his arrest and the recovery of Sitara, Bhatti said. The case was registered under Section 365-B of the Pakistan Penal Code relating to kidnapping, abducting or forcible marriage.

Bhatti said that when the police raided Tayyab’s house in Yousafabad, his wife Naila Ambreen handed the officials the Islamic marriage certificate between him and Sitara.

“This is the modus operandi in all cases involving forced marriages of underage minority girls,” Bhatti said. “The accused first rapes the victim and then uses the cover of an Islamic Nikah [marriage certificate] to escape punishment for this heinous crime.”



Though police are now acting, it is unfortunate that the family is deprived of justice because they are poor and Christian, Bhatti said. “If the police had acted when the crime was first reported, the child could have been recovered sooner, but the prolonged delay has given the accused ample time to change his locations,” he said. “Some sources have told us that the accused has taken Sitara to Islamabad, and we are now pressing the police to find them there.”



Police took two of Tayyab’s relatives into custody for questioning, and later they were released.

“We are continuing to build pressure on the officials nonetheless, so that they don’t slack in their responsibility,” he said.



Bhatti said only young girls from minority groups are targeted for forcible marriage and conversion because their families are generally poor, with little resources to put up a fight in court.

“The country’s legal system is currently operating under a dual system of state and Shariah [Islamic] laws, creating a conflict in the minimum age for marriage,” he said. “State law should prevail in cases of forced conversion and underage marriage of minority girls.”



The minimum age for marriage of girls is 16 in Punjab Province, where Faisalabad is located, and 18 in Sindh Province. Bhatti called for the federal government to set the minimum marriageable age to 18 across Pakistan. Under Islamic law there is no specific minimum age for marriage, leading to instances where minority girls are forced into marriage with much older men after Islamic conversion. This leads to physical, emotional and sexual abuse.



Bhatti also criticized the National Commission on the Rights of Child and Punjab’s Child Protection & Welfare Bureau for their inaction amid a rise in cases violating the basic rights of the girl child. “It is time for the state to take responsibility and protect our children from being exploited under the guise of religious conversion,” he said.



Emotional Wounds

Forced conversions and underage marriages are a long-standing issue in Pakistan.

At least 1,000 women from religious minorities, including Christians and Hindus, are forcibly converted and married annually in the country, Forbes magazine reported in February 2021, quoting human rights organizations. Although Pakistan dismissed the report as “rubbish and baseless,” Forbes reported that the actual numbers could be much higher as many cases go unreported.



More than 60 cases of questionable conversions were reported in 2021-22, according to the Lahore-based Center for Social Justice. The victims included 30 Christians and 30 Hindus, with 70 percent of these victims less than 18 years old.



Pakistan ranked 7th on Open Doors’ 2023 World Watch List of the most difficult places to be a Christian, up from 8th the previous year.





Christian Farm Labourer Beaten to Death in Pakistan

Muslim landowner and others accuse him of theft.

Morning Star News - February 8, 2023 

 https://morningstarnews.org/2023/02/christian-farm-laborer-beaten-to-death-in-pakistan/ 

[image: Emmanuel Masih was beaten to death on Monday (Feb. 6, 2023) in Punjab Province, Pakistan. (Morning Star News)]Emmanuel Masih was beaten to death on Monday (Feb. 6, 2023) in Punjab Province, Pakistan.

A Muslim landowner in Pakistan beat a Catholic farm laborer to death, claiming he had stolen oranges from his orchard, the victim’s family said.

In Punjab Province’s Khanewal District, landlord Rana Muhammad Waseem and five others beat Emmanuel Masih, 48, to death early Monday morning as Masih irrigated his employer’s fields in Chak Number 139/10R village, according to the victim’s nephew, Zahid Sahotra.

“My uncle was busy in work when Waseem and the other men approached him and accused him of stealing their citrus,” Sahotra told Morning Star News. “He pleaded his innocence, but the men lunged at him and beat him mercilessly, resulting in his death.”

The impoverished laborer was the only breadwinner for his wife and six children, Sahotra said. “He was very hard-working and honest, and police found no evidence from the crime scene that suggested that he had committed any theft,” he said, adding that the 35 Christian families in the village are poor laborers who work for Muslim landowners. “We are very poor and too weak to even think of offending the Muslim villagers. They know that we are helpless and that they can get away with anything, even murder.”

He said that though the police had arrested Waseem and two others, getting justice from the courts would be an uphill task. “We do not have money to engage a good lawyer,” Sahotra said. “The murderers are powerful people, and it’s only a matter of time that they’ll be out on bail by influencing the police investigation. The fact that we are Christians makes us more vulnerable to injustice.”

He appealed to church leaders and Christian rights groups to help the family. “We are in dire need of legal aid and financial assistance to cope with this tragedy,” he said. “Please help us.”

The killing of Masih was not the first such crime against Pakistan’s vulnerable Christian community as Islamic extremism and prejudice have gripped the country. From extrajudicial killings over false allegations of blasphemy to forced conversion and marriages of underage minority girls, Christians face widespread persecution in Pakistan.

Also in Punjab Province, in Okara District’s Renala village, 55-year-old Catholic Allah Ditta on Jan. 11 was gunned down by Muslims after he objected to their stealing fruit from his orchard, family members said. 

The victim’s son, Shahbaz Masih, said that when his father confronted Muhammad Intizar, Muhammad Awais and one identified only as Usama, the trio allegedly called him a “chuhra,” a pejorative label for Christians with “no chance at justice” even if they killed him. Masih said that they then then shot his father in the chest, killing him instantly.

“The murderers threatened me that they would kill our family if we informed the police,” Masih told Morning Star News.

Despite the threats, the family has registered a First Information Report (FIR) against the three men at the Renala Khurd Police Station under charges of premeditated murder (Section 302) and “common intention” (Section 34) of the Pakistan Penal Code. Masih said that police have arrested Intizar, while Awais and Usama remain at large.

“Usama’s father is a retired army officer, and he offered us 500,000 rupees (US$1,810) as blood money to drop the charges against his son,” Masih said. “We have rejected his offer, because we want justice for our slain father.”

Ditta’s wife, Josephine Bibi, said that the family was struggling with day-to-day expenses since her husband was killed. “We are good Christian people who have always gotten along with our Muslim neighbors,” she told Morning Star News. “These young men are the vilest of creatures who bear immense evil in their hearts.”

Bibi lamented that her husband would never see his children through marriage and other life stages. “I demand justice for my slain husband; he was killed because he was a Christian,” she said.







INDIA 

Christians in India demand action against persecution and hate crimes

Thousands of Christians belonging to various denominations and institutions stage a peaceful prayer protest in New Delhi asking authorities to intervene to check the rapid rise of anti-Christian incidents.

By Linda Bordoni  -  Vatican News – 21st Feb

https://www.vaticannews.va/en/church/news/2023-02/india-protests-christian-persecution-hate-crimes.html 

About 100 churches and organizations and over 15,000 people gathered on Sunday at a venue close to the Indian Parliament House in Delhi demanding protection and judicial action against a rising wave of anti-Christian violence in the nation.

Protesters sang songs of praise and worship and held placards in Hindi and English that read “Every persecution makes Christians stronger in faith,” “Stop the attack against Christians, “stop attacking our churches.”

A press release issued by organizers of the event on Sunday explained the protest was to draw the attention of the government, judiciary and civil society to “the sharp escalation of targeted hate and violence against Christian communities in many states.”

Archbishop Anil Couto of Delhi was present. He told reporters the rally aimed to “demand judicial and government intervention to check the rapid rise in incidents of violence, coercion and false arrests of our people.”

John Dayal, the spokesperson of the All Indian Catholic Union, pointed out that some 350 Christians are in jail in Uttar Pradesh alone for practising their faith, and that hundreds of tribal Christians were forced out of their village in Chhattisgarh.

“We want the government to hear our cries and intervene and take steps to ensure the safety and security of Christians,” he said while addressing the protesters and he appealed to fellow Indians “to stand in empathy and solidarity and raise their voices at the targeted and organized injustice happening across the nation against Christians.”

The United Christian Forum, a human rights group based in New Delhi that monitors atrocities against Christians in India was also present.  “Today,” said its president, “we’ve gathered here peacefully  because we want to share the anguish of our fellow citizens who follow the Christian faith in the states of Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, Karnataka and so many other places where their basic fundamental rights are being snatched. We are standing up on their behalf… We are also going to be submitting a memorandum to the President of India,” he added.

Anti-Christian violence increased dramatically since the BJP started its rule in March 1998. Hundreds of incidents of violence against Christians and against other minorities are reported by various organizations every year.

Ed: The headline of the India Times reporting on these demonstrations cynically stated ‘Where’s the evidence’?

Every year, India's internal security and its National Minority Commission officially list more than a hundred religiously motivated acts of violence which are committed against Christians, but observers claim the actual number of such attacks is probably higher because it is estimated that only about 10% of such attacks are ever reported.

These attacks include the ransacking of churches, monasteries, and other Christian institutions, the burning of copies of the Bible, the desecration of cemeteries, the murder of priests and missionaries, and the sexual assault of nuns.


Pastor in India Kept in Jail on Baseless Charges, Christians Say

Morning Star News | Monday, February 13, 2023

https://www.christianheadlines.com/blog/pastor-in-india-kept-in-jail-on-baseless-charges-christians-say.html 

A pastor in northern India remains in jail after more than three months despite winning bail because Hindu extremists filed new false charges against him, his wife said.

“We are going through troubled times, and we don’t know when this will come to an end,” said Preeti Masih, whose husband, Pastor Vijay Masih, completed 100 days in jail on Tuesday (Feb. 7).

The pastor of an Evangelical Church of India (ECI) congregation in Fatehpur, Uttar Pradesh state, won bail orders on Jan. 16, but new cases filed against him extended his arrest term. Initially he had been arrested on April 14, 2022 and was released on bail after three days, but then he was arrested again on Oct. 30.

Pastor Masih and 49 Christians in the Hariharganj locality of Fatehpur were arrested one after another starting last April under the Uttar Pradesh Prohibition of Unlawful Conversion of Religion Act, 2021, and other laws. The initial complaint was filed by an official of the local Hindu extremist Vishva Hindu Parishad (VHP) against 35 identified Christians and 20 unidentified Christians on April 15.

Pastor Masih and the other arrested Christians, plus a few more, faced newly filed charges in a complaint by Virendra Singh on Jan. 23. The complaint lists 47 identified Christians and 20 unidentified Christians, and the same names figure in another complaint filed on the same day by Sanjay Singh.

In both the complaints, the Christians are baselessly accused under provisions of the Uttar Pradesh Prohibition of Unlawful Conversion of Religion Act, along with unfounded claims of forgery, cheating and criminal conspiracy.

“We have a list of about 55 Christians whom to arrest, and we have arrested 49 of them and have received NBW (non-bailable warrant) for the six who were left,” Senior Sub-Inspector of Kotwali police station in Fatehpur Santosh Kumar told Morning Star News.

He confirmed that all four of the registered complaints since April 14 repeat the same list of names with only few additions in the latter two. “If the six who are currently not arrested abscond from the police, we have orders to attach their properties under section 82 and 83 of the Code of Criminal Procedure,” he said.

The cases began when a mob of Hindu extremists shouting “Jai shree Ram [Hail, lord Ram]” surrounded Pastor Masih’s Maundy Thursday church service on April 14, Preeti Masih said. News media accompanied the extremists, who had brought locks that they used to lock the front and the back gates of the church property. VHP leaders called the police even as the Christians inside reported the attack to officers by phone.

Upon arrival, officers told the Christians to remain calm and allow them to handle the matter, even as they prepared to arrest them. “We were fooled by believing that the police will do the right thing,” Preeti Masih told Morning Star News. “They noted down the personal details of all the Christians, like the aadhaar number (government-issued ID), date of birth, present address and permanent address along with their names.”

Officers told the Christians they would take them to the police station and then let them go, she said. “Like fools we believed the police, and 35 from amongst us were taken to the police station along with Pastor Vijay,” she said.

As the Christians waited at the station, officers filed a First Information Report (FIR) against 35 identified and 20 unidentified Christians, and they were taken to court. Nine of them who were aged or had physical ailments were allowed to return home, and the rest – including women and young children – were sent to jail. They procured bail and were released two days later, on April 16.

In his complaint, the local VHP official, Himanshu Dikshit, accused those gathered at the church service of forcibly converting 90 Hindus. Station Head Officer Amit Mishra then church members named in the FIR.

Preeti Masih roundly denied the allegations, saying they were all made-up stories. “None of the allegations of allurement and forced conversion are true,” she told Morning Star News. “Police did not ask us anything. They have only heard one-sided complaints from the opposition party, and under pressure from them they have carried out arrests.”

Edwin J. Wesley, legal officer and the general secretary of the ECI, said the VHP leader and his supporters made up the entire story. He called the case a complete fake. “The FIR is totally false and baseless,” Wesley told Morning Star News. “If one visits the church, it is evident that the church capacity itself is not more than 60 people, so those who were present at the time of the attack inside the church were the total number of people mentioned in the FIR.”

Preeti Masih said she and her husband lived peacefully with area Hindus and had good relations with everyone. “We have been living cordially along with our neighbors for many years now,” she said. “We have had no problems on personal levels with anybody. It is very shocking as well as very hurting to see our neighbors speak against us. Only when media people arrived and interviewed our neighbors have they come up with stories and spoken against us, even when none of it is true, and we have done nothing to be targeted.”

HISTORY OF HARASSMENT

Three police stations in Fatehpur have filed at least seven FIRs since the beginning of 2022 on complaints from the VHP and Bajrang Dal, claiming Christians were trying to convert Dalits and Hindus through allurement, trickery, coercion and other means.

Most of the 35 named in the initial FIR are employees of the Broadwell Christian Hospital in Fatehpur, a 113 year-old hospital established in 1909. Police issued notices to the chairman of the hospital, Dr. Samuel Mathew, and clerk Parminder Singh on Jan. 4 to provide documents for the investigation, according to the FIR.

Officers also issued notices to the staff of World Vision International’s Fatehpur office and the bishop of the Evangelical Church of India in Prayagraj to provide materials as part of the investigation.

Separate notices were issued on Dec. 28 to Chancellor Dr. Jetti Oliver, Vice-Chancellor Bishop Rajendra B. Lal and administrative official Vinod B. Lal of Sam Higginbottom University of Agriculture Technology and Science (SHUATS), Prayagraj, to record their statements, according to the FIR. A notice has also been served to Senior Pastor Rev. Dr. Paul Sigamony, ECI Church-Allahabad Bible Seminary, a resident of Prayagraj, about 80 miles from Fatehpur.

Fatehpur police on Jan. 20 filed a separate FIR against eight officials in Prayagraj, including the vice-chancellor and two pro vice-chancellors, alleging criminal conspiracy and violations under the U.P. Prohibition of Unlawful Conversion of Religion Ordinance 2020.

As arrests continued the past 10 months and a local intelligence unit investigates accusations in Prayagraj, each day something new crops up, the ECI’s Wesley said. “We knew this matter is false, and soon it will be sorted in Fatehpur, but sadly it has spread from Fatehpur to Allahabad [now Prayagraj], and many small villages in and around Allahabad where church fellowships are held,” he said. “They are enquiring of the village churches about the date of their establishment, and who is in charge of the church/fellowship.”

Police have not limited themselves to small villages but also large institutions like SHUATS and Allahabad Bible Seminary, Wesley said. 

Meantime, Preeti Masih has managed to sustain herself and her two children, ages 12 and 10, on her husband’s salary that ECI continues to remit. She visits her husband at least twice a week and encourages him to press on.

Pastor Masih has been leading the ECI church in Fatehpur for last 13 years.

A spokesperson for the Evangelical Fellowship of India Religious Liberty Commission said local media have contributed to the surge of false accusations of fraudulent conversions in India. “Clearly forceful conversion is nothing but a sham, and it’s just a bogey that is being dragged with the idea of creating a false narrative,” the spokesperson said on condition of anonymity. “And media plays a major role in creating this perception about the community. As far as forceful conversion is concerned, there hasn’t been any single instance of conviction in the past or even now, because Christians are merely followers of Christ and believe in the idea of serving, loving and taking care of each other”

The hostile tone of the National Democratic Alliance government, led by the Hindu nationalist Bharatiya Janata Party, against non-Hindus, has emboldened Hindu extremists in several parts of the country to attack Christians since Prime Minister Narendra Modi took power in May 2014, religious rights advocates say.

India ranked 11th on Christian support organization Open Doors’ 2023 World Watch List of the countries where it is most difficult to be a Christian. The country was 31st in 2013, but its position worsened after Modi came to power.



Ed: a follow-up to last month’s report… 

Misuse’ of PESA Act in Ghar Wapsi of Chhattisgarh Tribal Christians: Report

Kashif Kakvi | 21 Feb 2023

A fact-finding team finds abuse of the Act to banish more than 1,000 tribal Christians from their villages because they refused to embrace Hinduism.

[image: mp]Bhopal: The implementation of the Panchayat (Extension to Scheduled Areas) Act, 1996, (PESA) by Chhattisgarh last August has allegedly become a tool for ‘Ghar Wapsi’ of tribals.

Abusing the Act’s clause (d), under the influence of Hindu extremist groups, Gram Sabhas banished more than 1,000 tribal Christians from their villages because they refused to embrace Hinduism, according to a fact-finding team.
 
After reports of a series of attacks on Christians in Narayanpur and Kondagaon districts from December 9 to 18, 2022, the fact-finding team, comprising journalists and activists, met with the victims, locals and officials in tribal hamlets.  

With the support of United Christian Forum (UCF), the team visited the affected villages on December 22-23 and released its in February 18. It comprised Ashok Verma, senior journalist from Ranchi; Irfan Engineer, director, Centre for Study of Society and Secularism, Mumbai; Nicholas Barla, Catholic Bishops Conference of India, New Delhi; Brijendra Tiwari, convener, All India People’s Forum, Chhattisgarh; and was assisted by Ajay Justice Shaw and others.

It reported attacks in 18 villages in Narayanpur and 15 villages in Kondagaon districts, which displaced about 1,000 Christian Adivasis.

The report claims that Christian tribals were banished from their villages and stripped of their properties and livelihood because they refused to denounce Christianity.

It was done under the garb of protecting ethnic tribal culture as granted under the Act’s Clause (d), which states: “Every Gram Sabha shall be competent to safeguard and preserve the traditions and customs of the people, their cultural identity, community resources and the customary mode of dispute resolution.”

The Congress-led Chhattisgarh government had notified the Act eyeing the sizable tribal vote ahead of the Assembly election this year.

Using the PESA Act as a tool, the Hindu right-wing influenced Gram Sabhas allowed only non-converted and Hindu tribals to remain in villages.

“The law, enacted to stop industrialists and businessmen from grabbing tribal lands without the Gram Sabha’s consent, is being used to keep Christians away from villages on the pretext of preserving the traditions, customs and cultural identity of tribals,” a member of the fact-finding team told Newsclick over the phone.

“The RSS influenced Gram Sabhas, formed after the PESA Act came into effect, passed draconian rules against Christian tribals. On the other hand, they are forcing tribals to embrace Hinduism in the garb of protecting indigenous culture,” the team member added.

The fact-finding report quoted Manglu Koram, from Madamnar village, as saying that he and members of 21 Christian families were taken to the village temple where the priest forcibly conducted some rituals and declared them Hindus. Copies of the Bible in their homes were also confiscated. 

Similarly, 18 families from Udidgaon village, three from Fulhadgaon and another three from Putanchandagaon were forcibly converted to Hinduism. Even persons with disabilities, pregnant women and children were not spared.

Bangaram Sodi, president of Sarva Adivasi Samaj in Kondagaon district, and Dhantaraj Tandon of Sarva Anusuchit Jati Samaj told the fact-finding team that the RSS’s divisive campaigns against Christian Adivasis are causing disturbances in the area. They said that Adivasis should be free to choose their religion.

The report alleged that villagers who refused to embrace Hinduism were not only banished from their lands but also assaulted with bamboo canes, tyres and rods, their places of worship and homes vandalised, harvest burnt or plundered and livestock and others means of living snatched.

At least, 24 people had to be hospitalised with serious injuries like collar bone fracture, and head and wrist injuries.

“In villages where the PESA Act is effective, the decision of the Grab Sabha is supreme. It can’t be challenged by the district administration,” UCF member and writer John Dayal told Newsclick. “Therefore, they (Gram Sabha) passed discriminating laws.”

“But, their decisions override Article 25 and Article 14 of the Constitution—one gives liberty to propagate or practise any faith and the other ensures equality before law,” he added.

Instead of taking action, according to the fact-finding team’s report, the district administration is “pleading and persuading” the perpetrators to permit the displaced Christians to return to their villages. The administration feels that both sides are guilty of causing the conflict, as per the report.

The police turned a blind eye to a complaint of forcible conversion lodged last October 2022, the report alleged. “Despite the complaint, the government and the police ignored the early warnings of threat and intimidation targeting Christian Adivasis. No action was taken. The administration was lackadaisical even after a violent campaign against Christian Adivasis which commenced around December 9, 2022,” the report said.

“No action was taken even though the survivors of this attack filed their complaints with Benur Police Station and other police stations in Narayanpur.”

Referring to an incident highlighting the police inaction, the report alleged that three Christian tribal women were stripped publicly in the presence of 10-15 cops and forced to give up their faith in Temrugaon village, Narayanpur district, on December 27, 2022. “The policemen did not stop them. With the perpetrators enjoying such impunity, the violence against Christians Adivasis continued to escalate, the report stated.

The fact-finding team said that when it met the Narayanpur district collector, he refused to share the action taken (FIRs and arrest) against the preparators. A couple of FIRs the team accessed were toothless and invoked trivial sections, diluting the gravity of the offences committed.

Almost a week after the team’s visit which questioned the police inaction over the complaint, a mob led by local BJP leaders allegedly vandalised a Catholic church and a grotto of Mother Mary in Edka village, Narayanpur district, on January 2.

The mob also attacked superintendent of police Sadanand Kumar, who and his team were trying to pacify people protesting alleged conversion by Christian missionaries. The following day, five BJP leaders were arrested in connection with the attacks. 

The police also stopped state BJP leaders from visiting Narayanpur a day after the violence. “Missionaries attacked the police and protestors, who were peacefully demanding to stop the conversion,” tribal BJP leader and former Narayanpur MLA Kedar Kashyap told the media when stopped. “They were protesting when the collector and the police failed to curb the mass conversion of tribals. They are ruining tribal culture, customs and temples,” he alleged.  

Kashyap added that MLAs and MPs were “stopped from visiting the area but missionary men were given a free run”.  

According to sources, Narayanpur BJP district president Rupsai Salam has been leading the Ghar Wapsi movement in the region for the last few months. 

The police also arrested more than 30 Christian pastors and priests for retaliating to the attack. They were sent to jail after the local court rejected their bail applications.

Despite repeated attempts, Narayanpur Police and district administration were unavailable for comments. 

According to the UCF, Chhattisgarh reported 132 atrocities against tribal Christians in 2022, second in the country 186 cases in Uttar Pradesh. The UCF recorded 598 cases of atrocities against tribal Christians spanning over 22 states last year as against 505 in 2021.

In almost all the incidents, vigilante mobs of religious extremists used threats, coercion and aggression. They seem to enjoy a sense of immunity from the rule of law as police and local media often accompany them, the report alleged.

The report further said that the police in such cases “act without any application of mind”. It is “apparent that such complaints filed by religious extremists are politically motivated to polarise society often for obvious electoral gains like in the upcoming elections in a few states”.

Tracking similar statistics, the 2023 annual report of the Federation of Indian American Christian Organizations of North America (FIACONA) released on January 30 claims a much higher number of incidents of violence against Indian Christians—1,198 in 2022, a massive 157% rise from 2021.

According to the report, the financial loss incurred by Indian Christians due to lynchings, damages to churches, homes and properties, jail time, psychological and emotional toll, and legal fees to defend against false charges are estimated around $56 million for 2022 alone.

The fact-finding team made eight recommendations demanding immediate government intervention to facilitate the return of Christian Adivasis to their villages, ensure privacy, security and sanitation in the relief camps, strict action against forcible conversion, and compensation to the victims.



NIGERIA

Nigerian Jihadists Hacked 2,543 Christians To Death In Jan-June 2022 And Abducted 1400 Others

Intersociety Int’l Report (Vol.2: 2022) - Monday, 4th July 2022 

Executive Summary: 

No fewer than 2,543 Christians were hacked to death or killed by the Nigerian Islamic Jihadists propagating radical Islamism. 

Also involved in the ‘egregious and industrial scale’ massacre of Christians in the country are members of the country’s security forces especially personnel and officers of the Nigerian Military drafted in Eastern Region part of the country particularly its Igbo-Trado-Judeo-Christian areas. 

The culpability of the security forces follows grave partisanship displayed in their operational modes and sectional composition of their command and control structures. The deployed security forces have thrown professionalism to the wind and engage in gravely selective and witch-hunting operation[s] and incessan[tly] indiscriminate killing of defenseless civilian Christians  - killed not on the grounds of violent perpetration of heinous crimes in written laws of the country, but on the grounds of their ethnicity and religion. 

(1) A massacre took place between January and March 2022 during which 915 Christians were hacked to death or killed - and 

(2) April to June 2022 during which 1,628 Christians were killed or hacked to death. 

(3) In the past six months of 2022 300 defenseless civilians of Igbo Southeast extraction were shot and killed and at least 50 others abducted and permanently disappeared from custody till date. On 28th and 29th June 2022, for instance, several dozen defenseless citizens (independently estimated at 100) were targeted and shot dead by military personnel in Ogbaru part of Anambra State in Southeast Nigeria; under the guise of “looking for Unknown Gunmen”.  

Among the dead were 140 abducted citizens, representing 10% of the total number of abducted Christians in the past six months estimated at 1,401. 

Added to total number of the slain Christians were 100 deaths representing the “dark figures of crime” or those killed but not statistically captured or recorded. 

(4) Boko Haram/ISWA accounted for death of about 200 Christians mostly killed in Borno, Kebbi, Adamawa and Niger States.   

(5) Jihadist Fulani Herdsmen took responsibility for not less than 1400 deaths while Jihadist Fulani Bandits accounted for the remaining 600.  

Dozens of churches were also targeted and attacked and destroyed or burned down by the Jihadists in the said past six months of 2022.

It must be remembered or recalled that International Society for Civil Liberties and Rule of Law (Intersociety) had in its ‘Special Int’l Report, Vol.1: 2022)’ of 5th April 2022 found that ‘no fewer than 5,191 Christians were hacked to death in Nigeria in 2021 and about 3,800 others abducted’. 

Our report also corroborated the Open Doors’ 2022 World Watch List (WWL) on global killing of Christians’ index, which disclosed that “4,650 Christians were killed in Nigeria between Nov 2020 and Oct 2021, higher than 3,530 deaths recorded in the previous year (Oct 2019-Nov 2020) and 2500 abducted as against 900 abducted in the previous year”. 

The 2,543 Christian killings or deaths also indicated that fourteen were killed daily and 420 monthly while State by State breakdown indicates that Kaduna State is the worst hit with not less than 323 Christian deaths recorded in the past six months of 2022, followed by Christian parts of Niger State including Shiroro, Munya and Rafi Local Government Areas with 264 (213 deaths in Jan-March and 51 deaths in April-June) deaths. The third worst hit State is Plateau with 229, followed by Benue with 192, Taraba 176 (130 deaths in Jan-March and 46 in April-June), Borno 120, Ondo 112, Enugu 60, Abia 55, Kebbi 45, Ogun 40, Edo 30, Yobe 29, Delta 25, Bauchi 15  and Nasarawa and Kogi 15 deaths each; totalling 1,775 Christian deaths. The figures above did not include the following: 100 ‘dark figures of crime’, 140 Christian deaths arising that mandatorily occurred in the Jihadist custodies, 350 deaths arising from military’s ethno-religious killings and disappearances and 200 others arising from killings by Boko Haram/ISWA; bringing their grand total to no fewer than 2,543 Christian deaths in the past six months or January to June 2022. 

In the past thirteen years and three months or July 2009 (Boko Haram Uprising) to June 2022, the Christian death tolls had risen to no fewer than 48,187, from 43,000 as at August 2021. 

The chief perpetrators have remained the country’s Jihadists comprising Nigerian Government aided and protected indigenous and foreign Fulani Herdsmen (fully transformed into Nigeria’s version of the Sudanese Janjaweed in 2016), the Fulani Bandits (formed for rural Fulani uprising against indigenous Hausas in Maradum, Zamfara in 2011, but religiously and economically radicalized by extremist state actors and others in 2017) and other indigenous and non indigenous jihadist pastoralists including state actor and non state actor procured mercenaries. 

Apart from ‘industrially’ targeting defenseless Christians and their sacred places of worship or learning for wanton attacks or destruction, the Jihadists excluding Jihadist Fulani Herdsmen also target and kill members of the Hausa Muslim population in Muslim dominated Northern States of Zamfara, Sokoto, Katsina, Kebbi and North, Kaduna, etc.

By available statistics and unrecorded others, Nigeria has in the past six months or January to June 2022 witnessed the abduction of 50 Christian priests … Among the abducted and freed victims is an Anglican Bishop. Priests have also joined the rank of those being abducted for non jihadist ransom. In Anambra State, for instance, not less than 10 Catholic Priests were abducted or their automobiles snatched at gunpoint between January and June 2022 by various kidnapping squads and their abductions were hardly made public. No fewer than eight Christian Priests including at least three Catholic Priests (Fathers Bako, Borogo and Odia, etc) were killed in captivity by Jihadists in the past six months. See the supporting statistics below for more details.

A total of 700 Christians were abducted between January and March 2022 and between April and June 2022, 701 others were abducted - totalling 1,401 out of which 10% died in the custody of their abductors. 

In the Southeast Triangle of Isuochi in Umunneochi Local Government Area of Abia State where Jihadist Fulani Herdsmen have seized and laid siege despite heavy military and police roadblock presence, dozens of abducted Igbo Christian travelers have died in the captivity of their Jihadist Fulani Herdsmen abductors. According to a freed victim of Jihadist Herdsmen abduction who was abducted on 15th June 2022 and freed on 17th June after payment of N20m ransom, “sites where they were dumped to decompose have been covered by swarm of flies and stenches were oozing out hazardously”. The Jihadist Captivity slain victims have died as a result of torture or gunshot injuries or captivity killings arising from their inability to pay ransom or submit themselves for rape/other sexual assaults (if ladies) and for professing Christianity and other religious or ethnic identities such as being ‘Igbo Christians’.

Intersociety has been monitoring, documenting and exposing the killing of Christians and burning or destruction of their sacred places of worship as well as persecution of minority Moslems in Nigeria or any part thereof since 2010 

International Society for Civil Liberties and Rule of Law (Intersociety) Principal Officers

Emeka Umeagbalasi (Criminologist/M.Sc.), Board Chairman

Chinwe Umeche Esquire, LLB, BL, Head, Democracy and Good Governance 
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ED: There then follows their 10-page report of documented evidence. 
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CUBA

CSW Cuba Report: February 2023

https://www.csw.org.uk/2023/02/06/report/5929/article.htm 

'Freedoms, like privileges, prevail or are imperilled together. You cannot harm or strive to achieve one without harming or furthering all.' - Jose Marti

2022 saw the continuation of the government crackdown that began in 2021 following the 11 July protests alongside the adoption of increasingly repressive legislation and a historic wave of emigration. 

It is against this backdrop that CSW documented 657 violations of freedom of religion or belief (FoRB) in 2022, a staggering jump from 272 in the previous year. 

The Cuban government continues to view religious groups, which together comprise the largest sector of independent civil society, with suspicion and some fear especially because of their potential to mobilise large groups of people. 

2022 was characterised by continued repression of independent civil society, particularly individuals who were critical of the government’s record on human rights and those who have expressed support for political prisoners. 

Religious associations of all types, including Roman Catholic, Protestant, Jewish, Afro-Cuban, and Muslim groups, registered and unregistered groups, including some that belong to the Cuba Council of Churches (CCC), all reported experiencing FoRB violations. 

The government was particularly focused on targeting religious leaders and individuals who offered spiritual or material support to families of political prisoners. 

Religious leaders who attempted to respond to humanitarian disasters, including following the fuel tank explosions and fire in Matanzas and Hurricane Ian, were directly reprimanded, and threatened with fines and imprisonment by State Security officers if they continued to do so.  

Those considered by the government to be dissidents, were repeatedly and systematically blocked from attending religious services, usually through short term arbitrary detention. 

A significant number of religious leaders and FoRB defenders went into exile after being informed by State Security that, if they did not leave Cuba, they would be imprisoned and the government would take custody of their children.  

Despite these negative developments, religious leaders, from registered and unregistered groups alike, continued to speak publicly about FoRB and other human rights violations and were openly critical of proposed laws in the form of a new criminal and family codes. It is notable that many Cubans who reported experiencing FoRB violations, in many cases many severe, voiced their intention to resist government pressure. 

Ed: you can read the full report through a link at the end of the published article.





CHINA

Police detain more ethnic Christians in rural Yunnan

CSW report - 19 Jan 2023	 

https://www.csw.org.uk/2023/01/19/press/5918/article.htm 

Fugong police in China’s Nujiang Lisu Autonomous Prefecture, Yunnan province, took four Christians into custody on 12 January for participating in a Bible study in August 2022.

Five Bible teachers who also attended the meeting have been detained since early August 2022. According to a source familiar with the situation, the teachers include three ethnic Nu men, Wang Shunping, Nu Sangdeng and San Luobo, and two women, Hua Xiuxia and Dong Mengru. All five have been formally charged with ‘organising and sponsoring an illegal gathering’, which in reality consisted of prayer and free Bible and music lessons for young people.  

Mr Nu’s younger brother Nu Sangkai, Mr San’s girlfriend Liu Yanlan and two other Christians who participated in the same gathering were subsequently placed under administrative detention by police in Fugong county on 12 January. The grounds for their detention are as yet unknown. 

Villages in the Nujiang Grand Canyon have significant numbers of Protestant Christians, and the area is known as “the Gospel Valley” due to its rich missionary legacy. The recent detentions are indicative of an increasing crackdown on churches in the area, some of which were established by Western missionaries in the early 20th century. One source told CSW that ‘it seems that the authorities want to root out the Christian faith’ from the area.

In a document dated February 2022, the Policy and Regulation Division of the Yunnan Provincial Ethnic and Religious Commission stated: ‘Religious issues in Yunnan are intertwined with ethnic and border issues, and there are more hidden problems and emergencies in the religious field.’

China’s 2017 Regulations on Religious Affairs prohibit preaching in schools but do not prohibit under-18s from entering religious sites. However, the authorities in many provinces, including Guizhou, Hubei, Qinghai, Shanxi, Tibet and Yunnan, have issued their own sets of religious regulations which proscribe ‘organising, inducing or forcing minors to participate in religious activities.’ This effectively renders any religious youth work illegal. 

The offence of ‘organising and sponsoring an illegal gathering’, which was added to China’s Criminal Code in 2015, carries a custodial sentence of up to three years. In August 2022, Geng Zejun, a preacher from the Rock Church in Shizuishan, Ningxia, was convicted and jailed for one year and three months on this charge.

CSW’s Founder President Mervyn Thomas said: ‘It is alarming to see more people detained for participating in a private Christian gathering, just before the Chinese New Year festivities. CSW calls for the immediate release of all Christians in Yunnan and Ningxia who are currently deprived of their liberty arbitrarily and unjustly. Again, we urge the Chinese authorities to respect the right of all citizens, including children and young people, to freedom of thought, conscience and religion or belief. China must end the targeting of religious leaders who choose not to register with the government, those who work among ethnic minority communities and those who teach children and youth groups.’



United Nations: “One Million Tibetan Children Forcibly Separated From Their Parents”

by Massimo Introvigne 02/15/2023

https://bitterwinter.org/united-nations-one-million-tibetan-children-forcibly-separated-from-their-parents/ 

In November, three UN Special Rapporteurs wrote to China. There has been no satisfactory answer, and they have decided to go public.

[image: The three Special Rapporteurs: Fernand de Varennes, Farida Shaheed, and Alexandra Xanthaki. Source: United Nations.]The three Special Rapporteurs: Fernand de Varennes, Farida Shaheed, and Alexandra Xanthaki. Source: United Nations.

Children forcibly separated by their families, and sent to boarding schools, often hundreds of miles away from their parents, where their culture and language are eradicated by trying to instil into them a new, foreign identity. When Canadians became aware that this was what had happened to First Nation children, deprived of their indigenous identity, language, and religion in Christian boarding schools, protests and court cases erupted. The protesters, however, were probably unaware that what once happened in Canada is still going on today—in China, and the victims are one million Tibetan children.

The evidence is contained in two official United Nations documents, signed by three UN Special Rapporteurs: Fernand de Varennes, UN Special Rapporteur on minority issues; Farida Shaheed, Special Rapporteur on the right to education; and Alexandra Xanthaki, Special Rapporteur in the field of cultural rights.

The three Special Rapporteurs first wrote to China a confidential letter, dated November 11, 2022. Since they had not received a satisfactory answer, although they say they “remain in contact” with Chinese authorities, they published the letter and a press release earlier this month.

They claim that “around a million children of the Tibetan minority” are “affected by Chinese government policies aimed at assimilating Tibetan people culturally, religiously and linguistically through a residential school system.”

The three UN Special Rapporteurs said they are “very disturbed that in recent years the residential school system for Tibetan children appears to act as a mandatory large-scale programme intended to assimilate Tibetans into majority Han culture, contrary to international human rights standards.”

One million Tibetan children, i.e., the majority of children in Tibet, have been forcibly separated from their families, against the protests of their parents, and sent to boarding schools, both in Tibet and in faraway locations in China, where “the educational content and environment is built around majority Han culture, with textbook content reflecting almost solely the lived experience of Han students,” and using exclusively Mandarin Chinese (Putonghua) as a language.

“As a result, the UN Special Rapporteurs said, Tibetan children are losing their facility with their native language and the ability to communicate easily with their parents and grandparents in the Tibetan language, which contributes to their assimilation and erosion of their identity.”



[image: Schoolchildren in Tibet. From Weibo.]Schoolchildren in Tibet. From Weibo.

Rural schools that used Tibetan as a language are closed, the Special Rapporteurs continued, and replaced “by township or county-level schools which almost exclusively use Putonghua in teaching and communications, and usually require children to board.”

The Special Rapporteurs harbor no illusion on what the aim of this policy is. It is the “forced assimilation” of the next generation of Tibetans into the Han Chinese culture, and the liquidation of their Tibetan cultural, religious, and linguistic heritage. Others have called it a cultural genocide.



More than 10,000 Church of Almighty God Members Were Arrested in 2022

More than 3,000 were tortured and at least 14 were killed.

by Massimo Introvigne - 02/16/2023

https://bitterwinter.org/10000-church-of-almighty-god-members-arrested-2022/ 

These are the shocking figures of the church’s own yearly report on persecution.

[image: Church of Almighty God: a summary of the report’s findings.]

A summary of the report’s findings.

“The most persecuted religious movement in China.” This was, in 2020, the subtitle of my book “Inside The Church of Almighty God” (CAG), published by Oxford University Press. It received positive reviews by specialized scholars (included by a leading Sinologist, David Ownby, in the authoritative “Journal of the American Academy of Religion”) and enjoyed better-than-usual sales for an academic book.

However, after three years, there is the risk that news about the persecution of the CAG in China would have a lesser impact on Western audiences, due to a phenomenon called “persecution fatigue,” which scholars have studied with respect to the kidnapping and killing of thousands of Christians in Nigeria.

In 2014, when the first Christian girls in Nigeria were kidnapped, raped, and in some cases killed, U.S. First Lady Michelle Obama joined hundreds of other celebrities throughout the world and was photographed holding a poster “Bring Back Our Girls.” After nine years, unfortunately kidnapping and killing Christians in Nigeria has become routine, and news about it struggle to find a few lines in the internal pages of the Western newspapers.

The same may happen with the CAG in China. With the exception of Bitter Winter, not many media remind the world that the persecution continues. The CAG itself publishes a yearly report with data on the persecution, and the report for 2022 has been published last week. Somebody may object that these data come from the CAG itself: how can we be sure that they are true? The answer is that for the precise figures we should trust the CAG, but the CAG or Bitter Winter are not the only or even the main source about the movement’s persecution in China.

The first source is the Chinese government itself. It has a specialized website coordinating the fight against religious movements banned as “xie jiao” (“heterodox teachings,” sometimes translated as “evil cults”) in China, operated by a China Anti-Xie-Jiao association that is an emanation of the Chinese Communist Party (CCP). Every week, this website hails the success of the Chinese police in fighting the xie jiao, and dozens of articles chronicle the arrest, prosecution, and sentencing to heavy jail terms of CAG members throughout China. Local national and Chinese media also publish the same news from time to time, and they confirm that the figures offered by the CAG’s own reports are highly believable.

What are these figures? While admitting that its statistics may be incomplete, the CAG reports that “between 2011 and the end of 2022, more than 430,000 CAG Christians were arrested by the Chinese authorities, and the documented number of believers who have died as a result of persecution since the Church’s establishment has reached 231.” 

Additionally, “at least 10,895 CAG Christians were arrested in 2022; of them, 3,257 were subjected to torture” or psychological pressure, and “1,901 were given prison sentences.

Of those sentenced, 1002 received sentences of three years or more, 116 received sentences of seven years or more, and 19 were given heavy sentences of 10 years or more.” 

An additional source is the Association for the Defense of Human Rights and Religious Freedom (ADHRRF), which has published information on 4,056 CAG members detained in the year 2022 in its database of prisoners of conscience. It should be added that “a total of at least RMB 240 million (approximately USD $35.37 million) in assets were appropriated and illegally held from The Church of Almighty God and its members by the CCP in 2022.”
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2022 was the third year of the CCP’s campaign, called an “all-out war,” seeking a “final solution” to eradicate the CAG. The preparation of the 20th National Congress of the CCP saw a “Clean-up 2022” special operation launched to further suppress the CAG.

The report states that, “Out of all the provinces nationwide, persecution in Anhui and Jiangsu was most severe; by the end of December, the number of known arrests of [CAG] Christians in Jiangsu totaled 1,343, while in Anhui it totaled 1,360.” Sentences were heavy, particularly against those CAG believers who sent evidence of the CAG persecution to foreign media, including Bitter Winter. This was, for example, the only “crime” for which a CAG member was sentenced to the long jail term of 15 years in 2022.

According to the report, at least 14 CAG members were victims of extra-judicial killings. They included Liu Jianjun, a 50-year-old believer from Jiangsu who, as it often happens in China, was detained in an hotel for secret interrogation. He died after ten days.

“The autopsy showed a large, blunt trauma to the head, blood clotting in the cranium and chest cavity, three fractured ribs, and no food residue in the stomach or intestines,” meaning he had not been given any food during his last days. Zhu Xiaohong, a 37-year-old woman, also from Jiangsu, committed suicide after several days of torture. When relatives could see her body, they noticed that “her entire face was swollen, there were wounds on her right cheekbone, blood in the corners of both eyes, and both nostrils were bloodstained.”

Others, including Huang Fenfang in Jiangxi and Fan Limin in Shandong, were not properly cured after the authorities had learned they had cancer. When she started having health problems, Huang was not allowed to cease the hard labor she was subjected to. She “was required to fold between 2,400 and 3,200 joss paper ingots every day, and was made to stand for long periods without rest as punishment if she didn’t complete the allotted amount.” “The detention house food was very poor-quality, lacking oil and salt, and rations were meager.” Doctors admitted to the family that Huang’s cancer “was directly correlated with her depression, inadequate nutrition, and hard labor in jail.”

[image: Reenactment of the arrest of CAG believers in the CAG movie “The Party Is Not Done Talking!” (2018).]Reenactment of the arrest of CAG believers in the CAG movie “The Party Is Not Done Talking!” (2018).

Several believers reported torture. Wu Hua, a 58-year-old female victim of the crackdown in Jiangsu province, reported she was interrogated about the church’s situation in her area. As she would not cooperate, “They locked each of her hands and feet separately to ring buckles on the interrogation chair so that her entire body was dangling off the chair, taped a jug of water to the front of her chest, and then picked up the chair and swung it around forcefully.”

Before she almost miraculously managed to escape, Wu was tortured again. “They locked each of her hands and feet separately to ring buckles on the interrogation chair so that her entire body was dangling off the chair, taped a jug of water to the front of her chest, and then picked up the chair and swung it around forcefully,” the report says.

A 48-year-old believer from Henan reported that “the police smacked her across the face dozens of times, then used the ‘threading the rod’ form of torture on her, cuffing both her hands and feet, making her squat down and hug her knees, threading a wooden rod behind her knees and in front of her arms, then lifting her up so her body was suspended. One officer hit her on the soles of her feet with a rubber rod while another continued smacking her in the face.”

They then “used a suspension form of torture, handcuffing both her wrists and hanging her from a pole by the handcuffs, then tying her right foot to the rod with a rope so that her left leg was dangling in the air. One officer hit her repeatedly in the right foot with a rubber rod while another smacked her in the face, beating her and interrogating her simultaneously. They continued this torture until she lost consciousness again. The questioning continued after the police used water to awaken her. They used metal rods to viciously beat her in the ribs, making her tremble uncontrollably in pain, and also electrocuted her with electric batons until she passed out.”

These stories continue for pages and pages, and those wanting to have a complete picture should read the 2022 report, as well as the reports for the previous years. They can also read my Oxford book, where I report several torture and extra-judicial killing cases based on sworn affidavits by those who were tortured and managed to escape abroad (in some cases, supported by medical records), and by eyewitnesses and relatives in the cases of those who died.

These affidavits were also filed as enclosures to complaints lodged with the United Nations Human Rights Council. While there are no affidavits in the 2022 report, the fact that the stories there are so similar to those documented in my book certainly supports the conclusion that they are true.

This means that nothing has changed since 2020. During and after the COVID lockdown, the CCP has continued to persecute, arrest, torture, and in some cases kill, thousands of CAG members in China. Again, you should not take CAG’s or Bitter Winter’s word for it. There are plenty of CCP’s own documents and reports in the Chinese media proving that the Chinese authorities have vowed to eradicate the CAG “like a tumor,” as they said, without regard for the beliefs, human rights, liberty, or life of the devotees they so mercilessly persecute.



Beijing Shouwang Church: The House Church That Refuses to Die

by Wang Zhipeng - 02/14/2023

https://bitterwinter.org/beijing-shouwang-house-church-refuses-to-die/ 

On February 8, the police “discovered” that the megachurch liquidated in 2019 continues to exist clandestinely. Beijing Shouwang Church (守望教会) refuses to die. One of the most famous house churches in China, the CCP believed it had put an end to its glorious story in 2019, when it had declared the church illegal and “liquidated” it.

However, on February 8, 2023, the Haidian District police raided a rented venue where members of the Beijing Shouwang Church were gathering—illegally, from the point of view of the CCP.

The police took the names of all these presents, and detained the pastor, Zhang Xiaofeng, informing his wife on February 9 that he will remain in administrative detention for ten days—to start with.

Shouwang Church, whose name comes from a Chinese verb meaning “to watch,” had been founded in 1993 and had grown to become the epitome of the new “megachurches” in China, i.e. urban churches with thousands of members. Until 2011, Shouwang met twice a week and operated forty Bible study groups. It was regarded by many as the leading house church in the entire country.

In 2004, Shouwang was raided by the police and its leader, Pastor Jin Tianming, was told he should join the government-controlled Three-Self Church. He refused, and the church was raided again in 2005, but continued to operate.

[image: A Shouwang service in old days. From Facebook.]

A Shouwang service in old days. From Facebook.

The authorities then started pressuring the property owner who rented the premises where Shouwang gathered to cancel the lease, but the church had paid the rental in advance up to December 2009 and he did not want to lose his money. Finally, when the landlord was about to evict them, in October 2009 Shouwang elders announced that they would start conducting outdoor services on November 1 in Beijing’s Haidian Park. That day, the police locked the gates of the park but the devotees held their service on the sidewalk outside. That the snow started to fall was interpreted as a sign of divine protection.

From November 2009 to March 2019, Shouwang’s peaceful outdoor gatherings were regularly disturbed by the police with loudspeakers, and had to move from one location to another. In 2011, the police started preventing several members of Shouwang from leaving their homes on Sunday. Others were arrested. Some escaped abroad.

But Shouwang continued its activities. In March 2019, the CCP decided it was time for a final solution. The police prevented Shouwang’s last open door gathering from taking place, took some thirty members to a nearby school for questioning, and informed them that Shouwang no longer existed. On March 23, 2019, Shouwang was formally liquidated.

Reduced in numbers as it may be, however, Shouwang refuses to die and continues to operate clandestinely. The believers understand that Shouwang is no longer important for the number of its believers—only a few dozen remain—but as a symbol of resistance and refusal of being controlled by the government through the Three-Self Church.



China Aid Annual Report

.. cataloguing persecution against Christians in Mainland China. Since 2006, ChinaAid released annual reports covering the CCP’s oppression and persecution of Chinese Christians. Their reports are derived from an extensive network of Christians throughout the country to expose abuse of human rights, religious freedom, and rule of law. Due to the Communist Regime’s extensive digital surveillance and totalitarian nature, the cases found within are not exhaustive. However, ChinaAid’s annual report stands as one of the most comprehensive and accurate overviews of Chinese Christian persecution.



Executive Summary

This annual report draws its content from ChinaAid’s exclusive news sources and the public Chinese records. 

In 2022, ChinaAid has felt day by day the CCP’s escalated persecutions against Christian churches and Christians in mainland China, which explains why churches and Christians in China became increasingly afraid of exposing their lived persecution experiences to the outside world. Therefore, the persecutions documented in this report are just the tip of the iceberg. Overall, based on all the facts above, ChinaAid believes that the CCP's persecution of Christianity and Christians in 2022 demonstrates the following trends and characteristics.

a. The growth of religious Sinicization

The CCP’s top leaders continued to tout platitudes about religious Sinicization, such as “forge and unite positive energy to help realize the Chinese Dream, adhere to the path of religious Sinicization, submerge all religious beliefs in Chinese culture, adhere to the right political direction, resolutely support the CCP’s leadership, voluntarily resist the infiltration of overseas forces,” etc. 

The authorities also continued its routine practices of targeting college students, who are perceived as a special social group by the government. Officials also asked education departments to screen and investigate college students’ religious beliefs; imposed “two mustn’ts” and “five prohibitions”; and prohibited faculty and students from attending or organizing religious activities both on and off campuses, thereby blatantly depriving college students and faculty of their religious freedom.

The "Administrative Measures for Internet Religious Information Services" led to the  institutionalization of the government’s control of religious information on the internet, making it more and more challenging for religious people in China to express their religious beliefs and practices. Meanwhile authorities used COVID-prevention as an excuse to limit or ban in-person religious activities.

The updated "Measures for the Financial Management of Religious Activity Venues" criminalized the assets of unauthorized underground churches and believers’ offerings and donations to these churches via online platforms. Authorities can even use this new law to fabricate charges against unauthorized religious groups, especially Christian house churches, and punish their leaders with “fraud.”

Last but not least, Xi Jinping secured a precedent-breaking third term as the head of the CCP at the 20th National Congress. Before, during, and after the opening of the Congress, China’s state-run religious groups lavished compliments and praise on Xi with more extravagant words and phrases than China’s state-run media, showing that religious Sinicization is evolving from from supporting the CCP to worship and allegiance to Xi Jinping”.

b. Tools used to escalate Sinicization

State-authorized churches across China hosted various activities to “joyfully celebrate the CCP’s 20th National Congress.” They organized believers to watch the opening ceremony and used various rhetoric to hype a stream of events for believers to “study the spirit of the 20th National Congress.”

National Security Education entered into churches. April 15, 2022 is China’s 7th National Security Education Day. State-run churches hosted all kinds of activities around national security before and after April 15.

Local governments continued to focus on trainings and seminars to integrate theological interpretations with Chinese cultural traditions while seeking to demonstrate unique local features: Fujian province proposed “three loves” (love the CCP, love China, love Socialism); “three scriptures”(interpret scriptures, preach scriptures, apply scriptures); “three advancements” (advancements in canon interpretation, theological thoughts, and religious rituals); and “dual experts” (expertise in both religious doctrines and great traditional Chinese culture). Shandong province proposed “Qilu theological system” and “Shandong’s Christianity”; Guangdong province proposed the establishment of “pilot sites for Christianity’s Sinicization.” Anhui province and Henan province proposed focusing on the so-called “great traditional Chinese culture”; and Jiangsu province hosted the so-called “Itinerant Exhibition of Innovative Ways for Adhering to the Path of Sinicization”.

c. New trends in persecution in 2022

Use of new criminal charges

Under the charge of “organizing and funding illegal gatherings (worship service),” Preacher Geng Zejun and two others of Church of the Rock in Ningxia Hui Autonomous Region were sentenced in prison.

Similarly, authorities of Sichuan province arrested Lin Xuesui and two other Christians, and the authorities of Yunnan province arrested Wang Shunping, Nusangdeng, Sanboluo and two other Christians.

Five members of Zion Reformed Church in Shanxi province (namely Zhang Ligong, Wang Runyun, Wang Shiqiang, Zhang Yaowen, and Song Shoushan), along with Preacher An Yankui and church coworker Zhang Chenghao, were all charged with “secretly crossing the national border” for legally traveling abroad to attend a gospel conference.

Zhao Weikai, also a leader of Zion Reformed, was charged with “illegally possessing terrorism and extremism items” and sentenced to two-years’ imprisonment and a 30,000 yuan (~$4,390) fine.

Frequent use of “fraud” charges

Under the fabricated charge of “fraud,” many Christians faced harsh persecution. 

Pastor Hao Zhiwei of Hubei province’s Ezhou House Church was sentenced to eight years in prison. Also, Elder Hao Ming and Elder Wu Jiannan of Qingcaodi Church in Sichuan province faced heavy sentences of more than 10 years in prison. 

Preacher Han Xiaodong, Li Jie, and church co-worker Wang Qiang of Linfen Covenant House Church in Shanxi province were arrested. 

Authorities criminally detained Preacher Chen Lijun of Luanchuan County House Church in Henan province. 

Meanwhile, Pastor Lian Changnian and Pastor Lian of Xi’an Church of Abundance were placed in RSDL. 

On top of “fraud,” Elder Zhang Chunlei of Ren’ai Reformed Church was also charged with “inciting subversion of state power.” Persecution against Linfen Golden Lampstand Church in Shanxi province, recurred. 

In 2009, Pastor Wang Xiaoguang and his wife Yang Rongli were sentenced to prison on charges of “unlawfully appropriating farmland” and “gathering a crowd to disrupt traffic.” In 2021, authorities arrested nine leaders again for “fraud.”

According to some sources, they were tortured in prison in 2022.

Cyberspace crackdown

Evidence shows that since the implementation of the "Administrative Measures for Internet Religious Information and Services” in 2022, Christians have suffered unprecedented censorship on the internet expanding from church website, organizational websites, and phone apps to online chat groups, personal devotional material, and even lay Christian professionals. Authorities outlawed Shanghai Ziguang Presbyterian Church and shut down their website, media accounts and associated links. Jonah’s home, 21-year-old Christian website, was shut down; and China’s first Catholic phone app “CathAssist” was forced to stop its operations. Meanwhile, WeChat group chats suffered more strict censorship on Christian content, and words like “Jesus”, “Savior”, and “Amen” became taboo. A Christian professional was denied access to Alibaba’s career network platform (DingTalk) for a year.

Harsher sentences than suggested by prosecution

In the case of persecution against Church of the Rock in Ningxia Hui Autonomous Region, the prosecutor suggested 11 months for Preacher Geng Zejun. However, the Court delivered a verdict of 15 months. This is extremely confusing and unusual because it was unheard of by ChinaAid in its years of collection of persecution cases in mainland China that the court’s sentence exceeds in severity the punishment suggested by the prosecutor.

Harassment beyond regular church meeting

In addition to raiding and interrupting regular church gatherings, authorities extended such harassment to baptism, church’s anniversary celebration, church members’ wedding ceremony, online prayer meeting, and special church events such as Early Rain Covenant Church’s online event called “Testimony conference on the 4th anniversary of the December 9th crackdown.”

Adding fines to prison terms

A typical case is Zion Reformed Church. Although the alleged charges were “secretly crossing the national border” and “illegal possession of terrorism and extremism items” which do not concern money, the eight defendants were all sentenced to a fine on top of a prison term with no exception.

Likewise, in the case of Church of the Rock, authorities charged Preacher Geng Zejun and two others with “organizing and funding illegal gatherings.” The Court handed an additional 250,000 yuan (~$36,625) fine to two defendants on top of prison terms.

Ed: you can read the full report here…

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bkSkmA6gU_KdYg9_Pkl1cp8sKXrsN4l_/view 





LAOS

Christian families forcibly evicted from Laos village

15 families and a pastor in the Communist-ruled nation were allegedly displaced after they refused to renounce their faith

[image: Lao Christians evicted from their homes in Luang Namtha province's Long district are shown in a February 2020 photo]
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By UCA News reporter - February 13, 2023 

https://www.ucanews.com/news/christian-families-forcibly-evicted-from-laos-village/100357 

More than a dozen Christian families along with a pastor were forcibly evicted from a Buddhist-majority village in northwestern Laos allegedly over their conversion to Christianity recently, says a report.

The villagers have driven out a total of 15 Christian families and a pastor in the ethnic Ahka-inhabited Mai village in Luang Namtha province of Laos, Radio Free Asia(RFA) reported on Feb. 10.

The efforts from the government agencies to resolve the issue through discussions have failed and the evicted villagers remain homeless, an unnamed Christian told RFA on the condition of anonymity.

“Today officials from the Lao Front for National Development office here in Luang Namtha province and other related sectors summoned the Christian families and the village leader to try to solve the conflict among them, but there’s no progress,” the source said.

The affected families have declined to comment on their plight over fears of reprisal.

The government authorities have also refused to speak about the incident to the press calling it “a sensitive issue” while stating that they were “still working on the case,” RFA reported.

Despite having a national law that protects the practice of religious faith among its citizens, Christians are considered second-class citizens and discriminated against at various levels as Christianity is viewed as an alien religion and detrimental to traditional animist practices. The latest incident has also brought to light allegations from Christians that discrimination is rampant even in government aid distributions.

“Authorities would buy necessities to help the poor, but they would only give them out if the Christians would renounce their faith,” says another Christian from northern Laos who requested anonymity for security reasons, RFA reported. “They would say that Christianity is a foreign religion, the religion of Westerners who are our enemies, even though the Christians do not agree that they are our enemies,” the unnamed Christian further added.

However, an unnamed official from the northern regional office of the Lao Front for National Development denied the allegation that the organization targets Christians alleging that issues arise from local conflicts between Christians and other communities. “We do not forbid them to believe Christianity, but some Christian believers use Christianity in the wrong way against the rules and regulations of villages,” the official said.

The official further added that conflict occurs when the villagers convert to Christianity and “do not participate in ethnic festivals or ceremonies and they spread Christianity to other communities,” RFA reported. 

Despite the government’s denial of any mistreatment of Christians in the land-locked Communist-ruled nation, news agencies and NGOs have reported multiple cases of abuse dished out to Christians because of their faith.

The authorities from Luang Prabang province’s Xieng Ngeun district confiscated the ID, passport, and village registration cards of an ethnic minority Christian family in August 2022. They were asked to renounce their Christian faith to get their documents back.

In October 2022, Sy Seng Manee, 48, an Evangelical pastor from Khammouane province was found dead and his body showed signs that he had been tortured before his death. Authorities have not yet arrested any suspect.

In February 2022, attackers burned the house of a Christian ethnic family in Savannakhet province. This case too remains unsolved.

In October 2020, authorities destroyed the homes of seven Christians in Saravan Province’s Ta Oy District for refusing to recant their faith and expelled them from the village.

Laos is ranked 26th among the 50 countries where it is most difficult to be a Christian on the 2022 World Watch List by the global Christian rights group, Open Doors. Open Doors estimates Christians account for about 203,000 or 2.8 percent out of the total population of 7.2 million.



INDONESIA

Police Arrest Christian Apologist in Indonesia

Professor compared Christianity and Islam on social media.

Morning Star News - February 8, 2023 

https://morningstarnews.org/2023/02/police-arrest-christian-apologist-in-indonesia/ 

 

[image: Christian apologist Gratia Pello has not been seen since his arrest on Dec. 6, 2022. (Morning Star News screenshot from YouTube)]

Christian apologist Gratia Pello has not been seen since his arrest on Dec. 6, 2022. (Morning Star News screenshot from YouTube)



A Christian apologist whose comparisons of Christianity with Islam were widely disseminated on his blog and YouTube channel has disappeared since his arrest in December, sources said.

Nothing has been heard from Gratia Pello, a professor at a small Christian theological school in East Java Province, since a crowd of police officers ransacked his house in Malang and arrested him on Dec. 6, according to online news outlet Sintesa.



The apologist, reportedly a Coptic Orthodox Christian known for debates with Muslim converts from Christianity, was subsequently transferred to Surabaya for interrogation, according to Sintesa. He is known for his widely followed Inyo Manis YouTube channel and his books on apologetics and Islamic and Christian doctrines. His knowledge of Arabic has enabled him to make significant use of Islamic resources.



Prior to his arrest, four police officers visited Gratia Pello’s house at about 10:30 a.m. on Dec. 6 to question him about the content of episode 248 of his YouTube channel, which officers said had offended Muslims and Islam, according to Sintesa’s Dec. 13 report.



The video, which first appeared on Feb. 23, 2022, described how Muhammad, the prophet of Islam, visited the house of his adopted son, Zayd ibn Harithah, and Harithah’s wife, Zaynab bint Jahsh, who later became one of Muhammad’s wives.



Finding no mistakes and no other elements that violated Islam doctrines, the officers then left the house, only to return four or five hours later, according to Sintesa. They delivered a summons for Gratia Pello to go to police headquarters on Dec. 9 at 9 a.m. for further questioning, but at 8:30 p.m. on the same day, Dec. 6, a team of 29 police officers stormed the house.

Gratia Pello and his wife happened to have left the house to buy dinner, and with only his mother-in-law and youngest son at home, the officers with neither an arrest warrant nor a search warrant proceeded to ransack the house.

They arrested the apologist upon his return at 11 p.m. and later took him to East Java Regional Police Headquarter in Surabaya, about 110 kilometers (70 miles) away, for further interrogation. He is still presumably waiting for trial.



A Muslim convert from Christianity, Hanny Kristianto of the Indonesia Mualaf Center (MCI), reportedly said that Gratia Pello had made a video challenging Muslims to report him to the police.

“He even made a video, like challenging Muslims to arrest him, and he will be responsible for his statement on Islam,” Hanny Kristianto said in the video on social media. The Muslim apologist, whose original name means “The Son of Christ,” said in the video that he and others had been searching for Gratia Pello for nine months. “I went to Malang, visiting the Nusantara Bible School (Sekolah Alkitab Nusantara) and his address in Surabaya [where his parents live], but he was not there,” Hanny Kristianto said. “Gratia Pello seems to act with impunity, and we were pessimistic when the head of East Java Regional Headquarter was Mr. Niko Avinta, a Christian. But the police should not be impartial, never take the side with any religion.”



Since the arrest, Hanny Kristianto has said that one of his friends is a close relative of a high-ranking police officer at the East Java Regional Headquarters, which enabled the Muslim convert and others to submit their complaint to police on Gratia Pello’s video.



A Makasar, South Celebes-based Muslim apologist and host of IbnuKalam, a YouTube channel, said he believes mualafs (Muslim converts from Christianity) upset with Gratia Pello are happy with his current suffering. The host of another YouTube channel, edy youtube, likewise said that he and his fellow Muslim converts from Christianity were happy about the likelihood of Gratia Pello spending many years in jail.



A Christian priest from Central Java who spoke on anonymity said that he regretted the arrest of --Gratia Pello. “The police always put the arrest of Christians on their priority list, but they are silent when it comes to the many fake clergymen and ustadz [Muslim “teacher” in Arabic] who insult Christian holy books even if the case has been reported,” he told Morning Star News. “There is injustice in terms of law, and particularly in the matters of religion. The police are afraid of radicals.”



Two leading figures of the Communion of Churches in Indonesia (PGI) had no comment on the case.



Indonesia ranked 33rd on Christian support organization Open Doors’ 2023 World Watch List of the 50 countries where it is most difficult to be a Christian. Indonesian society has adopted a more conservative Islamic character, and churches involved in evangelistic outreach are at risk of being targeted by Islamic extremist groups, according to Open Doors’ WWL report.



“If a church is seen to be preaching and spreading the gospel, they soon run into opposition from Islamic extremist groups, especially in rural areas,” the report noted. “In some regions of Indonesia, non-traditional churches struggle to get permission for church buildings, with the authorities often ignoring their paperwork.”











IRAQ and the MIDDLE EAST

The Future of Religious Pluralism: A Warning from Iraq 

Archbishop Bashar Matti Warda (Iraq) - Presented to the G20 Religion Forum (R20) - Bali, Indonesia, 2 – 3 November 2022 

The Most Rev. Bashar Matti Warda is the Archbishop of Erbil in the Kurdistan Region of Iraq. Following the 2014 conquest of Mosul and the Nineveh Plains by the Islamic State, Archbishop Warda played a decisive role in securing food and shelter for displaced minority populations fleeing religious persecution at the hands of ISIS. From 2015 to 2018, Archbishop Warda worked with the Knights of Columbus to collect witnesses and evidence of ISIS atrocities. Thanks to these efforts, ISIS’ treatment of Christians and Yazidis in Iraq and Syria has been widely recognized as an act of genocide and crime against humanity. 

Today I will speak to you on the future of religious pluralism, both in the Middle East and globally. Because of my personal background and experience, this message will take the form of “a warning from Iraq,” where a failure to grow beyond the nightmare of endless sectarian violence has left us not as a functioning country, but merely a place where competing power factions act out their aggressions with impunity, and where the marginalized suffer first, last, and most. 

Nevertheless, I come from a people of hope. And my hope and prayer in sharing our story with you is that those of us gathered here — and, on a much larger scale, the diverse peoples of every faith and nation — may begin to find a place of honest discussion about the primordial cycle of hatred, supremacy, and violence that has plagued humanity since the dawn of history. 

This discussion will certainly be difficult, and often uncomfortable. Yet ultimately, it is necessary if we are to survive as peoples of faith, as brothers and sisters in mutual dignity, in a world that is growing ever more hostile to the moral and spiritual values that we hold dear. It is my fervent prayer that a critical mass of the world’s religious leaders will have the courage to address the demons within our own communities, and the wisdom to forge a path whereby our hitherto divided faiths may join in solidarity and contribute to the emergence of a far more stable, prosperous, and peaceful world, built upon respect for the inherent dignity of every human being. 

As Pope Francis in his encyclical Fratelli Tutti reminds us: Every human being has the right to live with dignity… a dignity based not on circumstances but on the intrinsic worth of their being. Unless this principle is upheld, there will be no future either for fraternity or for the survival of humanity. 

Thanks to the visionary efforts of Nahdlatul Ulama, which founded the R20, and the Muslim World League, which is co-hosting this Summit, all of us assembled here have the privilege of assuming a place at the table of global discussion and decision, where the elements of faith and spiritual dignity have so often been ignored or neglected. We know that our sense of dignity, as religious believers, is inseparable from our faith. We welcome the opportunity to proclaim this openly within the context of the G20, whose discussions and decisions, directly or indirectly, impact all of humanity. However, if we are to proceed beyond the nostrums and platitudes typical of most inter-faith gatherings — and truly be worthy to contribute to global discussions and decision-making at the highest level — we must first confront the violent sectarianism amongst us. And it is the confronting of this violence which I will address today. 

As an Iraqi Christian, and therefore historically among the most affected victims of this violent sectarianism, I will speak mainly from the viewpoint which I know best. But the challenges which face the Christians are the same as those faced by all religious minorities in Iraq, be they Yezidi, Kakai, or even Muslims themselves. And this challenge is clear: how do we overcome the endless cycles of sectarian violence that repeat themselves with regular horror to us all? 

The harsh truth to this question is that without an end to this sectarian violence, there is no future for religious pluralism in Iraq, or anywhere else in the Mideast for that matter. The brutal logic of this is that there does eventually reach an end point where there are no minorities left to kill, and no minorities left to persecute. Such is the bleak future of religious pluralism in Iraq today. As I share with you this experience, I pray that you will find in our story a clear warning to you all. 

Following more than 1900 years of existence in Mesopotamia, we Christians of Iraq now find ourselves on the very edge of extinction. From a land where our martyrs' blood nourished the earliest flowering of our faith, our church contributed to carrying the Good News as far away as India and China. Our Christian ancestors shared with Muslim Arabs a deep tradition of thought and philosophy and engaged with them in dialogue respectfully since the 8th century AD. The Arabic Golden Age, historian Philip Jenkins has noted, was built on Chaldean and Syriac scholarship. 

Now we face the end in Iraq, the same end faced by the Iraqi Jews before us, and the same end now being faced by the Yezidis, with whom we have suffered so much pain, alongside us. 

We Christians, a people who have endured persecution in patience and faith for 1,400 years, now confront an existential struggle. It is possibly the last struggle we will confront in Iraq. The most recent immediate cause is the ISIS terror that led to the displacement of more than 125,000 Christians from our historical homelands and rendered us, in a single night, without shelter and refuge, without work or properties, without churches and monasteries, without the ability to participate in any of the things which give one a life of dignity. 

Family visits, celebration of weddings and births, the sharing of sorrows. Our tormentors stole our present while they blew up our past and did all within their power to destroy our future. And yet we are still there. Scourged, battered, and wounded. Yet still there. And having survived thus far, to this point of near finality, we have been granted a position of clarity and courage that we have perhaps lacked, or avoided, up until this time. And in this we can no longer ignore the fundamental cause of what has been a relentless persecution of our people for a nearly a millennium and half. Having faced for 1400 years a slow-motion genocide that began long before the ongoing ISIS genocide just experienced, the time for excusing this inhuman behavior and its causes has long since passed. 

When a people have nothing left to lose, in some sense it is very liberating, and from this position of clarity and new-found courage, I must speak to you honestly on behalf of my people and speak to you the truth. Please understand that this truth comes, ultimately, from a place of love and forgiveness for all. 

And the truth is that there is a fundamental crisis of violence within Islam itself which in the year 2022 can no longer be ignored. This violence continues to affect the entire Middle East, Africa, Asia and beyond. And if this crisis is not acknowledged, addressed, and fixed, then there can be no future for Christians or any other form of religious pluralism in the Middle East. Indeed, there is little reason to see a future for anyone in the Middle East, including within the Islamic world itself, other than in the context of continued violence, revenge, and hatred. And as we have seen too many times, this violence, once unleashed, overtakes us all. 

I do not intend by any means to excuse here the many forms of violence originating from the non-Islamic world. Indeed, much of the horror inflicted upon my country in these past two decades has its origin in places far removed from the Middle East and I will address them directly later in this talk. But these actors have been recent arrivals for us, and if modern history has any lesson for us, it is that these actors will eventually move on. Meanwhile, throughout the Islamic world, the reality of structured violence, persecution and marginalization against the minorities remains, century after century. 

As a frequent traveler around the world, including to the USA and Europe, I fully understand the political and social difficulties of this subject. My experience most often has been that to raise this matter in western or global audiences is to invite a charge of “Islamophobia”, mainly from social critics speaking theoretically from places far removed from any threat or actual experience. But for we Iraqi Christians this is not an abstract matter. 

Prior to the ISIS horror of 2014, we Iraqi Christians had historically attempted to maintain a dialogue of coexistence with Muslims, unequal though it may have been. In this dialogue we refrained from speaking honestly and truthfully to our oppressors in order to simply survive and live quietly. We would not openly face the long history of violence and murder inflicted upon us. We did not push back against the constantly recurring periods of extremism that inflicted such pain and violence against the innocents, both Muslim and Christian alike. But following the horror of ISIS there is nothing left for us now but to speak plainly and truthfully: there is a crisis of violence in Islam and for the sake of humanity, including the followers of Islam themselves, it must be addressed openly and honestly. 

Apologists for the history of the last 1,400 years of oppression against Mideast Christians will point to the various periods of Islamic tolerance of minorities as the possible and desired alternative to the other periods of violence and persecution. One cannot deny that such periods of relative tolerance have existed. And yet all such periods of tolerance have been a one-way experience, in which the Islamic rulers decide, according to their own judgment, whether the Christians and other non-Muslims are to be tolerated in their beliefs or not. It has never been a question of equality. Fundamentally, in the eyes of Islam as practiced in the Middle East, we Christians and all other non-Muslims are not to be treated as equal to Muslims, only to be tolerated or not, depending upon the intensity of the spirit of Jihad that prevails at the time. 

Such is the cycle of history that has recurred in the Middle East over the past 1,400 years, and with each successive cycle the number of Christians and other non-Muslims has decreased until we have reached the point which exists in Iraq today — the point of extinction. Argue as you will, but without change this coming extinction will likely soon be fact, and what then will anyone be able to say? That we were made extinct by natural disaster, or gentle migration? That the ISIS attacks were unprecedented? Or in our disappearance will the truth emerge: that we were persistently and steadily eliminated over the course of fourteen centuries by a belief system which allowed for, indeed often demanded, recurring cycles of violence against us. 

So where, we ask, is there hope for the future in any of this? Should an ancient, peaceful people, be allowed to simply perish without comment, without objection? It seems an almost absurd question to ask in these modern times, does it not? Well then, we object. We object that one faith should have the right to kill another. We object. And we say that if there is to be any future for the Christians — and other religious minorities — of Iraq and the Middle East, there must be a fundamental correction away from sectarian violence, and towards the quiet and humble acceptance of the human dignity within us all. 

What then is the truth of the Iraqi Christian experience over the past decade? How should we look at the terror that was, and still is, ISIS? When asking whether ISIS was truly an “Islamic State” or a distortion of Islamic theology, consider the following words, quoted during the ISIS war in Time Magazine: 

Western politicians should stop pretending that extremism and terrorism have nothing to do with Islam. There is a clear relationship between fundamentalism, terrorism, and the basic assumptions of Islamic orthodoxy. So long as we lack consensus regarding this matter, we cannot gain victory over fundamentalist violence within Islam. 

and: 

Within the classical tradition, the relationship between Muslims and non-Muslims is assumed to be one of segregation and enmity. Perhaps there were reasons for this during the Middle Ages, when the tenets of Islamic orthodoxy were established, but in today’s world such a doctrine is unreasonable. To the extent that Muslims adhere to this view of Islam, it renders them incapable of living harmoniously and peacefully within the multi-cultural, multi-religious societies of the 21st century. 

These words came not from some right-wing political figure in the West, but from the leader of the largest Muslim organization in the world: Indonesian Islamic scholar Yahya Cholil Staquf. As you are all aware, His Excellency Pak Yahya was the driving force behind this R20 Summit, and I am grateful to him not only for that effort, but for allowing a place for this most important of discussions to flourish in the open light of day. In any case we cannot run from it, any of us here. 

We live in a tipping point of history, one in which an aggressive secularism seeks to drive all elements of faith into oblivion, and with it all the basic principles of the sacred nature of life, of family, of our obligation to our Creator. And while I am personally convinced that the world of faith will ultimately prevail, it cannot do so when the constant face of our world of faith is one of violence against the other, or even against ourselves. 

At the heart of this discussion lies the question of interpretation, or lack thereof, of the sacred texts to which we all, in our various faiths, struggle to adhere. Will our faith communities continue to accept, and act upon, superficial and violent interpretations of our faiths — which allow us to torment others, while we remain certain of our own moral rectitude? Or will we, as peoples of faith, evolve to something greater and deeper, a place where the culture of faith is always and everywhere understood to be a universal blessing, because it is a culture of life? My dear brothers and sisters, we people of faith can lead the world in this direction, if only we dare to try. 

Historically, we Christians have too often embraced the most radical and violent interpretations of our faith. The disastrous consequences may be seen in the brutal, faith-driven wars that plagued Europe for nearly two centuries, and the persecution of heretics and apostates that began soon after the conversion of Rome to Christianity. Christians, no less than members of other faiths, have committed atrocities in war, including the victimization of innocent women and children. In fact, it was not until after the horrors of World War II, including the Holocaust, which occurred primarily within the heart of “Christian Europe,” that the Roman Catholic Church embraced freedom of conscience in religious matters as essential to the “dignity of man” at the Second Vatican Council, which began on October 11, 1962. 

Out of this evolving history I bring you to our Iraqi Christian experience today. What you will not hear from our people is any demand for revenge or reprisals. We are a very imperfect people, and no doubt when we stand in our final judgment our own sins will be found to have been great. And yet I can say to you, we Iraqi Christians have long ago turned away from violence, and towards the difficult path of forgiveness.

Again, Pope Francis tells us:  In the face of something that cannot be forgotten for any reason, we can still forgive… those who truly forgive do not forget, instead they choose not to yield to the same destructive force that caused them so much suffering. They break the vicious circle; they halt the advance of the forces of destruction. They choose not to spread in society the spirit of revenge that will sooner or later return to take its toll. 

This is where we Iraqi Christians are today: not forgetting, but still forgiving. Can our Muslim brothers and sisters follow us in this? Or will their own story of violence continue, destroying themselves eventually, but also crushing everyone else along the way. 

The religious minorities of the Middle East want to know the answer. We want to know if we should simply accept the inevitable, that the next wave of violence has likely stirred already, and that it will be the one that wipes us away for good. 

And yes, I do say, the “next wave of violence,” for this is simply the natural result of an interpretation of faith that continues to preach inequality, justifies persecution, and demands violence. The math of this equation is not complicated. One group is taught that they are superior and legally entitled to treat others as inferior human beings on the sole basis of their faith and religious practices. This teaching inevitably leads to violence against any “inferiors” who refuse to change their faith. And there you have it — the history of Christians and religious minorities in the Middle East for the last 1,400 years. My friends, dear brothers and sisters, this is a path which must seek a new direction. 

Fundamentally, this change in direction can only come about as the conscious work of the Islamic world itself. I stand before you as both the leader of innocent victims and a most deeply interested observer, and dare I say it, a friend. But I am under no illusion that I, or any other non-Muslim, can force this change. I can suggest a path and tell of the consequences to the victims on the road of destruction already traveled, but it remains with the world of Islam itself to make these choices on its own. 

We see the beginnings, perhaps, of this recognition, including in the form of this summit. Certainly, much difficulty lies ahead. But in Iraq, we Christians will not remain passive and simply pray for the best in these late days. We too have a critical role to play, a role in which we enter a renewed encounter with our Muslim neighbors based in the reality of our experience. 

Once again, the words of Pope Francis: Renewed encounter does not mean returning to a time prior to conflicts. All of us change over time. Pain and conflict transform us. We no longer have use for empty diplomacy, dissimulation, double-speak, hidden agendas and good manners that mask reality. Those who were fierce enemies have to speak from the stark and clear truth. 

Ours then is now a missionary role, to give daily witness to the teachings of Christ, to provide a living example to our neighbors of a path to a world of forgiveness, of humility, of love, of peace. Lest there be any confusion here I am not speaking of conversion. Rather, I am speaking of the fundamental truth of forgiveness and a renunciation of violence which we Christians of Iraq can share and do so from a position of historically unique moral clarity. We forgive those who murdered us, who tortured us, who raped us, who sought to destroy everything about us. We forgive them. In the name of Christ, we forgive them. We forgive them not only for the last fourteen years, but for the last 1,400 years. And so we say to our neighbors, learn this from us. Let us help you heal. Your wounds are as deep as ours. We know this. We pray for your healing. Let us heal our wounded and tortured peoples together. 

Earlier in this talk I referenced the unique horrors of the last decades as having roots which lie in part outside the historical issues of sectarian religious violence. I speak here of geopolitical actions, largely western, which were inflicted upon us by people claiming to have meant well. We pray that these planners and decision makers can today find, finally, in themselves, the humility to recognize that their theories and actions, which over the past decades have become our horrific reality, have been almost universally wrong, based in fundamentally flawed assessments of the Iraqi people and situation. 

We have likewise seen this same flawed thinking in far too many conflicts and failures around the world in these last decades. And in these mistaken policies and strategies, designed in comfort and safety from afar, argued over in the media as partisan intellectual talking points, hundreds of thousands of innocent people in my country were killed. An entire country was ripped apart and left to the jackals. This horror all began with policy makers and planners, and we beg those who will be assembled in the forthcoming G20 summit, those who continue to have access in shaping policy for the world, to daily remember that your global planning decisions have life or death consequences for the people living on the outside. Please, I implore you, walk humbly and make sure that you truly understand the reality of the people on whom you are passing sentence. Be mindful of the fact that coldly considered economic policies, lacking in any proper spiritual understanding of human dignity and mercy, can kill the innocents and the marginalized just as brutally and surely as poorly considered geopolitical policies, regardless of how well-intentioned either might be. 

Friends, I have spoken to you as an Iraqi Christian. I hope and pray that our people can still survive in our ancient land in which we and our ancestors were born. I pray that those of you in this room will help our people to survive and thrive in our homeland, and not see our culture disappear from the middle east, washed away as lost migrants in some foreign land. 

We Christians are a people of Hope. But facing the end also brings us clarity, and with it the courage to finally speak the truth. Our hope to remain in our ancient homeland now rests on the ability of ourselves, our Muslim brothers and sisters, and the world to acknowledge these truths. Religiously motivated violence must end. Those who teach it must stop. We Christians of Iraq will speak this truth, whatever the consequence. Please pray for us as we will pray for you. 

Thank you and God bless you all.



Whatever became of the Yazidis?

Juliana Taimoorazy (Iraqi Christian Relief Council) – February 2023

When ISIS invaded Sinjar in 2014, they murdered or kidnapped around 10,000 Yazidis, according to the book The Last Yezidi Genocide by Amy L Beam. 

More than 83 Yazidi mass graves have since been discovered in Sinjar. 

Hundreds of thousands of Yazidis had to flee and become IDPs or refugees. Almost nine years later, much of Sinjar remains in rubble, making it difficult for Yazidis to return. As a result, approximately 180,000 Yazidis remain internally displaced, mostly spread across 15 IDP camps in the Kurdistan Region of Iraq.

According to the Free Yezidi Foundation, ISIS abducted, raped and enslaved 6,417 Yazidi women and children. 

Today, more than 2,693 Yazidis remain missing. 

In 2021, a UN team investigating ISIS atrocities in Iraq established "clear and convincing evidence" of genocide against the Yazidi people. 



IRAN

Zaman Fadaie, a Christian, released after nearly five years in prison

Article 18 (09.02.2023) - https://bit.ly/3Yw7NHZ - 

[image: ]

Photo: Saheb Fadaie, with his wife Marjan and daughter Marta. Article 18

An Iranian convert jailed for “acting against national security by organising house-churches and promoting ‘Zionist’ Christianity” has been “pardoned” after nearly five years in Tehran’s Evin Prison.
Zaman Fadaie, who is known as Saheb, was unexpectedly released in the small hours of this morning. He then made his way home to Rasht – four hours’ drive north of Tehran – where he surprised his wife, Marjan, and their 15-year-old daughter Marta. 

Saheb had been in prison since July 2018, having initially been sentenced, alongside three other members of the “Church of Iran”, to 10 years in prison, followed by two years’ exile.

In 2020, Saheb’s prison sentence was reduced to six years, but until today he still faced exile upon his release. 

Now, however, that Saheb has been “pardoned”, he will no longer have to journey into exile.

It is also important to note that Saheb’s pardon constitutes an “unconditional release”. On several occasions during his imprisonment, Saheb was offered “conditional release”, contingent upon him admitting he had acted wrongly, and committing to refrain from doing so in the future. But Saheb refused to accept any limitation upon his future freedom to worship. 

In 2021, Saheb was one of three imprisoned converts to write an open letter, querying where they may worship upon their release, free from fear of re-arrest and imprisonment.

This letter inspired the ongoing #Place2Worship campaign, which seeks an official place of worship for Christian converts and other Persian-speaking Christians.

That converts to Christianity are unrecognised was highlighted when, in 2020, Saheb and another convert were flogged as part of a separate conviction for drinking wine as part of Communion. (It is illegal for Muslims to drink alcohol in Iran, but there are exemptions for recognised religious minorities, including Assyrian and Armenian Christians. Converts, however, are not recognised as Christian.)

Saheb is the third of the four men initially sentenced to 10 years in prison to be released, after Youhan Omidi and Yasser Mossayebzadeh.

Now, only Yousef Nadarkhani, the most well-known of the quartet, remains in prison, despite the UN ruling in 2021 that his detention was “arbitrary”.

Saheb’s “pardoning” was part of a wider pardoning of prisoners ahead of the 44th anniversary of the Islamic Republic.

Each year, the Islamic Republic announces a wave of pardons to coincide with particular events – for example in October last year, when Christian converts Nasser Navard Gol-Tapeh and Fariba Dalir were pardoned on the occasion of Muhammad’s birth. 







HYPOCRISY IN THE WEST

Taking a Stance on Feminists’ Prejudice Against Religious Minority Women

IPS UN Bureau (17.02.2023) – 



https://www.ipsnews.net/2023/02/taking-stance-feminists-prejudice-religious-minority-women/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=taking-stance-feminists-prejudice-religious-minority-women 



Professor Mariz Tadros is a Research Fellow at the Institute of Development Studies; a professor of politics and development and an IDS Research Fellow specialising in the politics and human development of the Middle East. Areas of specialisation include democratisation, Islamist politics, gender, sectarianism, human security and religion and development. Prof Tadros has convened the Coalition for Religious Equality and Inclusive Development (CREID) since November 2018.

Since researching the experiences of gender discrimination against women in poverty who belong to religious minorities, many fellow feminists have turned their back on me.

The inherent assumption among some of my feminist critics is that by defending women who are targeted on account of their religious affiliation, I am defending their religions. Yet defending the rights of a Hindu woman in Pakistan or Muslim woman in India do not constitute defending Hinduism or Islam.

Defending a woman’s right not to be discriminated against because of her identity and challenging religious bigotry both go hand in hand. We need to challenge all political projects that seek to homogenize people while simultaneously defending women, minorities, artists and others whose positioning accentuates their experiences of inequality.

Feminist reluctance to address injustices experienced by women who belong to religious minorities is also driven by concern that we end up empowering religious movements whose ethos is against women’s equality.

Again, we need to distinguish between women who are the targets of hate because they do not share the same faith as the majority, and anti-feminist movements who often are from the majority. We need to show solidarity with the former while challenging the latter.

Well-meaning progressive, feminists based in the West are reluctant to openly advocate for the rights of religious minority women living in Muslim majority contexts because of legitimate concerns that this would feed into orientalist (racist) representations of radical militant Islamist groups or by intolerant sections of society.

Yet can we be inadvertently reproduce[ing] a colonialist mindset when we decide to omit the experiences of minority women out of fear of misappropriation in the West?

Why should women who have experienced genocide be denied transnational feminist solidarities because it would be more progressive to focus on the Muslims who were against the genocide.

Research undertaken by the Coalition for Religious Equality and Inclusive Development, shows that in countries including Iraq, Pakistan and Nigeria, experiences for women are made worse where their experiences of gender inequality, religious marginality and socio-economic exclusion intersect.

For example, women belonging to religious minorities become easy targets of vilification and assault because of the visible manifestation of difference through what they wear. Yazidi, Sabean or Christian women are exposed to harassment in disproportionate levels in Iraq because they do not cover their hair while in Pakistan, Hindu women dressed in Sari are subject to ridicule and targeting because their middle bodies are said to be ‘exposed’.

Even if you belong to the majority religion, and you cover up more than the others, this still means exposure to harassment for being seen to practice the religion differently, as experienced by Ahmediyya women in Pakistan and the Izala Sufi women in Nigeria.

Women from religious minorities can also be at significant risk of sexual assault. While all women in patriarchal societies are exposed to sexual harassment independently of their religious affiliation, women affiliated to religiously marginalized communities are targeted because of the circulation of stereotypes that they are more available or ‘fair game’ or that men are not obligated to respect them the same respect as those from the majority religion.

While all women living in poverty suffer the impact of gender, caste and socio-economic exclusion combined, the experiences of discrimination become more acute and severe when shaped by ideological prejudice.

In our research in the aftermath of covid, Muslim women spoke about being denied health care because of the scapegoating of Muslims for the spread of the pandemic, while in Iraq Yazidi women spoke of how despicable stereotypes of Yazidi women not washing meant doctors denied them treatment.

The feminist movement cannot continue to represent itself as committed to inclusivity through intersectionality (the recognition of and redress to- interface of gender, race, class, ableism and so forth in shaping and influencing power dynamics) while turning its back on women who come from a religious minority background where their rights are denied.

A review by doctoral researcher Amy Quinn-Graham of UN Women’s website and publications related to intersectionality and/or ‘minorities’ from 2014 – 2019, showed that compared to indigenous women, migrant women, women with disabilities, women and girls living in rural localities, older women, and women and girls of African descent, all of which were accounted for in the UN’s Commission on the Status of Women agreed conclusions from 2017 onwards, concerns for the vulnerabilities facing “ethnic, religious and linguistic minorities” were raised only once and for the first time in 2019, by the EU.

Certainly, there are feminist movements, scholars and those engaged in policymaking who recognize and seek redress for discrimination on grounds of religion experienced by socio-economically excluded women, but it seems they are the exception, rather than the norm.

It is not too late for us to be inclusive, and this International Women’s Day we should recognize and show solidarity with women who belong to religious minorities living on the margins. We just have to start by not making excuses for their omission from our “intersectional lens”.
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Aid agencies which specifically support Christians: 



Adventist Development and Relief Agency: http://www.aa.org.uk/

Assyrian Church of the East Relief Organisation: http://theacero.org/

Aid to the Church in Need: https://acnuk.org

Barnabas Fund: https://barnabasfund.org/en 

Church in Chains - http://www.churchinchains.ie/

CSI-Germany - http://www.csi-de.de 

Disciple Nations Alliance - http://www.disciplenations.org

[bookmark: _Non-religious_or_Non-Christian-spec]Flame International: http://www.flameinternational.org/

Mosaic Middle East: https://mosaicmiddleeast.org/

Hilfe für Mensch und Kirche - Helping the Persecuted Church - http://www.hmk-aem.ch

Hope and Trust - www.hopeandtrust.org/ 

International Christian Consulate: http://www.internationalchristianconsulate.com/

International Christian Response (ICR) - http://www.christianresponse.org

Iraqi Christians in Need: http://www.icin.org.uk/

Iraqi Christian Relief Council: http://iraqichristianrelief.org/

Life Raft International: http://liferaftinternational.org/

[bookmark: _Hlk534787745]Nasarean.org - www.nasarean.org 

Persecution Relief (India) - www.persecutionrelief.org

Release Eritrea - http://release-eritrea.com/

Release International: http://www.releaseinternational.org

SAT-7: http://www.sat7uk.org/

Solidarity with the Persecuted Church: - https://solidaritypersecutedchurch.org

Steadfast Global - www.steadfastglobal.org

Transform Iran - news@transformiran.com 

[bookmark: _Toc277530654][bookmark: _Toc277517528][bookmark: _Toc277516144]Voice of the Martyrs (Canada) - https://www.vomcanada.com



Non-Christian-specific Aid Agencies



Amar Foundation (Yazidis) - http://www.amarfoundation.org/

Catholic Agency for Overseas Development (CAFOD) - http://cafod.org.uk/

Caritas International - http://www.caritas.org/

Christian Aid - http://www.christianaid.org.uk/index.aspx

Disasters Emergency Committee (DEC) - http://www.dec.org.uk/

Embrace - http://www.embraceme.org/

[bookmark: _Hlk109290989]Humanitarian Aid Relief Trust (HART) - www.hart-uk.org

Mercy Corps - mercycorps.org

Methodist Relief and Development Fund - http://www.allwecan.org.uk/

Open Doors - http://www.opendoorsuk.org/

Save the Children – http://www.savethechildren.org.uk 

Shai Fund - http://theshaifund.org/

Tearfund - http://www.tearfund.org/

UNHCR - http://www.unhcr.org.uk/

Unicef - http://www.unicef.org.uk

World Vision - www.worldvision.org.uk



[bookmark: _Christian_Advocacy_groups][bookmark: _Toc277530655][bookmark: _Toc277517529][bookmark: _Toc277516145]Christian and other Advocacy groups



21st Century Wilberforce Initiative - http://www.21wilberforce.org/ 

Alliance Defending Freedom International - https://adfinternational.org

Anglican Alliance - http://www.anglicanalliance.org/

Awareness Foundation - http://www.awareness-foundation.co.uk/

[bookmark: _Hlk534787781]Bitter Winter - https://bitterwinter.org/

British Asian Christian Association - https://www.britishasianchristians.org/ 

Centre for Legal Aid, Assistance and Settlement (CLAAS) - http://www.claasfamily.com

Christian Arab and Middle Eastern Churches Together - http://camect.org/online/

Christian Solidarity Worldwide - http://www.csw.org.uk/home.htm 

Christian Solidarity International - http://csi-usa.org/index.html

Christian Freedom International - http://www.christianfreedom.org/

Church in Chains - http://www.churchinchains.ie/

Catholic Near East Welfare Association (CNEWA) - http://www.cnewa.org/

Dova International Charities - http://dova-international-charities.org/home/

Faith Freedom - http://www.ncfpeace.org/drupal/index.php

Global Catalytic Ministries - www.catalyticministries.com/

Hope for Justice - https://hopeforjustice.org/

Human Rights Without Frontiers - https://hrwf.eu 

Human Rights Watch - https://www.hrw.org/

In Defence of Christians - http://indefenseofchristians.org/

International Christian Concern - http://www.persecution.org

International Justice Mission - https://ijm.org/

International Religious Freedom Alliance - www.state.gov/international-religious-freedom-or-belief-alliance 

Iraqi Christian Relief Council -http://iraqichristianrelief.org/  

Knights of Columbus - https://www.kofc.org/en//index.html

Legal Evangelical Association Development - www.leadfamily.blogspot.co.uk/p/ministries.html 

Medair: http://relief.medair.org/en/our-mission/

[bookmark: _Non-Christian-Specific_Advocacy_gro]Middle East Media - www.mem.org

Morning Star News - https://morningstarnews.org - Tweet: https://twitter.com/morningstarnewz/

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/MorningStarNews

Nasarean.org - www.nasarean.org/history

Persecution Relief - https://persecutionrelief.org/

Save the Persecuted Christians - https://savethepersecutedchristians.org/

Stand with Iraqi Christians - http://www.standwithiraqichristians.org/

Syrian network for Human Rights: http://sn4hr.org/

The Voice of the Martyrs - http://www.persecution.com/

Wazala.org - http://www.wazala.org/

International Institute for Religious Freedom: www.iirf.eu/index.php?id=262

World Watch Monitor - https://www.worldwatchmonitor.org/ 
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Some good news from Iran where pastor Zaman Fadaie has been
released after five years in prison. Many more – Bahais and Christians -
remain behind bars on trumped up charges simply for practising their
faith.

There then follows a devastating critique by Professor Mariz Tadros of
why western feminists ignore the plight of religious-minority women
and girls around the world.

The newsletter ends with a link to previous newsletters and a list of NGOs
who provide valuable aid and advocacy and to whom you can make
donations. Clicking on their websites will reveal the positive responses and
developments which represent an antidote to the discrimination and violence
in the main report.

Do feel free to pass on this newsletter to friends and colleagues. If any
would like to receive it themselves please invite them to contact me for
inclusion in the confidential (GDPR compliant) mailing list.

If you no longer wish to receive this newsletter please reply with a simple
‘No thank you’.

Dr Russell Blacker / The Caucus for the Persecuted Church 
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