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Churches Together in
Cornwall - the next phase
Roger Mills was appointed to the position of County Ecumenical Missioner in 2019
for a period of three years, with a brief to develop a system of ‘team management’
allowing for better continuity and sustainability when personnel change in future.
In 2022, this has been put in place, and in changes agreed at the CTC AGM on
4 May, the post of Missioner has now been replaced with two new positions of
Team Coordinator and Editor. Roger will continue in the latter role, overseeing
our comms work, and we hope to fill the Coordinator position shortly. In the
meantime, Donna Birrell, Vice-Chair of CTC, will keep the wheels turning.
Our team comprises the CTC Steering Group, made up of the leads of each of
our 8 missional themes, together with the Treasurer and Editor. Membership is
open to all members of the CTC Executive, renewable annually at the CTC AGM.
The Steering Group works with our growing number of Liaison Groups, which run
independently of CTC but with a CTC representative, normally a member of the
Steering Group, providing a direct two-way route for communication between the
Liaison Group and church leaders. Five of these groups are now up and running,
and more are at the planning stage. Eventually, we hope to cover all areas of
community life in this way, building on new relationships which have developed
during the pandemic.
Our theme for the coming year is ‘Better Together’, introduced with a discussion
with representatives of local groups at the CTC AGM. Our plans, formed in 2019,
for an extensive programme of visits and discussions with local groups were put
on hold by the pandemic, but we hope to begin this in the coming year, with a
view to identifying new ways of supporting each other in ecumenical work across
the county. This will run alongside, and be supported by, development of our
Social Action Mapping project (SAM), which will pick up speed as those initiatives
which have been unable to operate during the pandemic gradually resume. Watch
this space!
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War in Ukraine
The Russian invasion of Ukraine on 24 February
2022 was met by an immediate response both from
churches officially and from individuals, in Cornwall
and nationally. An impromptu gathering on 27
February, arranged at 24hrs notice on social media
at a little-known Ukrainian war memorial deep in the
countryside near Mylor, drew over 200 people in a
show of solidarity with the people of Ukraine.
The memorial was erected in 1948 by Ukrainians who
had fled Russian communists and who were offered
refuge and sanctuary in Cornwall. The peaceful,
countryside location is in stark contrast to the lives
of the men who had faced persecution by the regime which had been installed in
Ukraine by the Soviet Army. Hundreds of Ukrainians managed to escape and those
who came to Cornwall were housed at a former prisoner of war camp until they
were able to find jobs and accommodation of their own.
Speakers at the event included local Ukrainian residents and the Bishop of Truro
who closed with prayer. Read more at https://www.ctcinfohub.org/ukrainian-cross
In March, Truro Cathedral Choir
recorded a fundraising anthem for
Ukrainian children. Ave Maria, by
Ukrainian contemporary composer
Valentin Silvestrov, was performed at the
cathedral and released as a recording on
YouTube on Mothering Sunday.
View at https://youtu.be/s5uWUHN-m_4
On Sun 20 March, Christians across the South
West joined online in prayer for Ukraine.
Watch at https://youtu.be/P_j6jEw531s
Find more prayers and resources for Ukraine
at
https://www.ctcinfohub.org/crisis-in-ukraine/
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Churches Together in the South West
at the Christian Resources Exhibition, Exeter
Churches Together in Cornwall shared
a stand at the Christian Resources
Exhibition on 23/24 February 2022
at Westpoint, Exeter, with Churches
Together in Devon and Churches
Together in Somerset. This was a new
initiative for all three counties and proved
well worth while, with a steady flow of
visitors learning what it is we all get up to!
Our presence was much appreciated by
friends old and new, and while a majority
of visitors were, naturally enough, from
Devon, there was good representation
from Cornwall and Somerset too.
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Churches Together in
England Forum 2022
The Churches Together in England
Forum, the broadest ecumenical
gathering in the country, was held at
Swanwick in March 2022, concluding
with a renewed commitment that the
church is ready to serve a ‘broken world’.
More than 300 delegates from CTE’s 52
national Member Churches, Bodies in
Association and partner organisations,
including representatives from Cornwall,
met to discuss the theme ‘Reconciling Hope: A broken church for a broken world’
viewed through the lenses of racial justice and the climate emergency.
CTE President, the Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby, spoke on reconciliation
in a post-Covid world. He urged the church to embrace its diversity and, “where
we disagree, we must learn to disagree well…look outwards and respond to the
crises that surround us, with the love of God that is within us, and with the unity
that can be reached between us.”
Tearfund Global Advocacy and Influencing Director, Canon Dr Ruth Valerio,
addressed the question of reconciliation with the earth. She said facing the climate
emergency is an integral part of the Christian faith. She said: “We need to get hold
of God’s love for the world. In Genesis 1:31 ‘God saw all that he had made, and it
was very good.’”
Professor Anthony Reddie and Rev Dr Tessa Henry-Robinson spoke on reconciling
communities. Professor Reddie demanded that the church confront its collusion
with the horrors of the transatlantic slave trade. Dr Henry-Robinson challenged
individuals to think where they found themselves – as oppressors or following
Jesus’s way of justice, hope and peace.
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Orthodox theologian Dr Ralph Lee reminded delegates that, “as we seek to
understand one another better, deep listening helps us overcome the difference
in our language and traditions.”
During the gathering the Forum attendees made two statements on Ukraine.
The first, calling for the immediate cessation of hostilities and for churches
everywhere to campaign for an end to the war in Ukraine. The second, appealing
to the UK government to support the churches offering welcome and sanctuary
to Ukrainian refugees.
As Forum drew to a close the new General Secretary of Churches Together
in England, Bishop Mike Royal, was commissioned into his role. He addressed
Forum with his vision for the church across England:
“We’ve got to build a bigger table to gather around and listen to the voices which
are often not heard. We need to raise a new generation of ecumenists. And to
be ready to respond practically and relevantly to the needs in the world that God
has called us as church to serve.”
Read more at https://cte.org.uk/forum2022-start-here/
The Forum included a busy Marketplace area at which Churches Together in
Cornwall, Devon and Somerset again provided a joint display, following the
success of that at the Christian Resources Exhibition (p4).
left: Cornwall delegates Daniel
Roberts (Transformation
Cornwall) and Roger Mills
(CTC)
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Cornwall Bereavement Day
Cornwall Bereavement Network hosted
its first Cornwall Bereavement Day at
Truro Cathedral on Sat 26 March 2022.
The drop-in event ran from 1.30-4pm
and Penhaligon’s Friends, Suicide Liaison
Service, Widowed and Young, The Good
Grief Trust, and The Samaritans were just a
few of the organisations that were on hand to provide advice and support on the
day. Churches Together in Cornwall was represented by Transformation Cornwall.
A Good Grief Café was also provided as well as children’s activities, crafts, and
stalls from bereavement services across Cornwall.
Julie Parker, Chair of Cornwall Bereavement Network, says: “Our first meeting
to connect bereavement organisations was just before the Covid epidemic hit.
Since then, the network has been very active developing a website and raising
awareness about the organisations that support people through bereavement.
However, this is the first time we have been able to plan an event to reach out to
the general public.
“Sadly, too many people have been affected by loss over the last couple of years
and many have found it difficult to connect with friends and loved ones due to
restrictions or health concerns. Without doubt, Covid has created an added layer
of complexity to those experiencing grief and made it more complicated to access
support.”
There are currently more than 80 organisations in Cornwall Bereavement Network,
which was set up to help cross-referrals and to make it easier to find and access
organisations that support those bereaved.
Read more at https://www.cornwallbereavementnetwork.org/
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The Bereavement Journey
Bereavement can impact
hugely and affect all areas
of life. Developed at Holy
Trinity
Brompton
and
appreciated by thousands of
people over 20 years, The
Bereavement Journey is a
course for anyone who has
been bereaved at any time
and in any way. By means of a
series of films and discussion
groups it gently guides bereaved people through the most common aspects of
grief, enabling them to process the implications for themselves and discern next
steps. Usually run by churches The Bereavement Journey uniquely offers a final
session on faith questions in bereavement provided from a Christian perspective.
This is optional, thus making The Bereavement Journey suitable for people of any
faith or none.
Read more at https://thebereavementjourney.org/

Remembering Our Child

Losing a child is an experience shared
by many more people in our society
than is sometimes acknowledged.
This poignant service, normally
held annually at Truro Cathedral,
resumed after two-year break on
8 May 2022. All were welcomed at
the service, especially those who
wished to remember a child, no
matter how long ago they died or at what age. Every child was remembered by
name. There was also the opportunity for a child’s name to be read out during the
service, even if the mourners were not able to be there.
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Falmouth
Schools
Explore
Easter

New Street Church in
Falmouth welcomed
over 240 children from
local primary schools
to All Saints Church in
Falmouth. The aim? To
help them learn about
what Christians believe
happened at Easter.
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Tree of
Life and
Open
Heaven
>>>

10 / CTC R ev i ew

CTC R eview / 11

12 / CTC R ev i ew

New Project Manager at
Transformation Cornwall
Anne Redelinghuys has been appointed
as the
new project manager for
Transformation Cornwall, replacing Jane
Yeomans, who completed her 5 years of
service on 31 March.
Anne’s academic background is in
Organisational Development, Marketing,
and Human Resources.
Anne is an experienced manager,
project developer, and strategist. She
is
always looking for opportunities to empower, engage, and add value to communities.
She has spent the past six years in the VCSE sector in social action and environmental
awareness.
She has witnessed the far-reaching impact and lasting legacies of collaborations and
partnerships and is excited about the networking and collaboration opportunities
to support and strengthen communities in Cornwall.
Anne says: “I have experienced that there is much to be learned from one another.
Simply reaching out, extending a kind caring hand, and offering mutual support,
have resulted in the most amazing, unexpected outcomes in some of the most
challenging environments.
“It is a privilege to be part of Transformation Cornwall and it is with great excitement
that I take on this role where we can build on the foundation of Christian values
to impact, develop and support the communities of Cornwall through faith-based
social action.”
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Cornwall Churches
Environment Group (CCEG)

Read more and download flyer at
https://www.ctcinfohub.org/cornwall-churches-environment-group/

Latest
Churches Together in
Cornwall
Annual Report
download at www.ctcinfohub.org/
ctc-annual-report/
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Environment

Forest Church

World Day of Prayer 2022

I know the plans I have for you
prepared by the churches in

England, Wales & Northern Ireland

5 March 2022

many services were held across Cornwall
read more at

www.wwdp.org.uk/2022-theme-and-country-ewni/#

CCEG’s first-ever Forest
Church service was held
in Falmouth on 15 May.
Led by Dr Euan McPhee,
Chair of Falmouth
& Penryn Churches
Together and also of the
Friends of Tregoniggie
Woodland, the service
attracted some 21 people
of all ages and multiple
dogs. It explored various
parts of the woodland,
concluding amidst the
carved treetrunks created
where a grove of nonnative trees, originally
planted too close
together, had had to be
felled for safety reasons.
New native trees have
been planted in their
place. As the service came
to an end the heavens
wept so plans for and
after-service picnic had to
be abandoned, but all left
looking forward to the
next Forest Church - look
out for announcements
on
www.ctcinfohub.org/
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SEND US YOUR GOOD NEWS!
ctcinfohub@gmail.com
CELEBRATE GOD’S WORK IN CORNWALL

follow us on Facebook: @ChurchesTogetherinCornwall
and Twitter: @CtcMissioner
© Churches Together in Cornwall 2021 - edited by Roger Mills
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