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Hello there!

Welcome to our March newsletter.

March has been conference season for us, and not least because we have been
hosting our Catholic Social Teaching: An Introduction online. It was great to meet so
many of you involved in parishes and in local initiatives.

I hope that your Lent is going well. As we have now passed the half-way point,
hopefully you are not too weary and can find renewed energy from prayer, fasting, and
almsgiving to keep your eyes on the prize, that is, the glory of Our Risen Lord.

At our various conferences this month, we have been reflecting a lot on virtue of hope. Pope
Francis gets to the heart of this virtue in his Lenten message: “Let us journey togetherin hope,
for we have been given a promise.” This is the hope that God gives us in our present moment to
live in His freedom, and from this love can we serve our brothers and sisters.

With every blessing for the weeks ahead, and see you in the glorious light of Easter.

Best,
Berna
Senior Officer for Communications, Research, and Programmes

Lord Khan of Burnley visits CSAN Leaders
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During our Leaders’ Alliance residential earlier this month, we were joined by Lord
Khan of Burnley who is the Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State at the Ministry of

Housing, Communities and Local Government.

Find out more

CSAN Survey: Lived Experience of
Catholic Families in England & Wales

We are conducting at survey to assess the impact of the two-child benefit cap and the
broader effects of the current economic climate on Catholic families in England and

Wales.
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Read more

We would be grateful if you could spend a few minutes filling this in, if applicable.
If you are able to send this to family and friends who may be able to contribute, then

please do.

Find out more

CSAN Statement on the Border Security,
Asylum & Immigration Bill

On 30 January 2025, the Government published the Border Security, Asylum and
Immigration Bill, with a focus on dismantling smuggling gangs and increasing the
powers of immigration officials in order to address the small boat crossings and
prevent the facilitation of ‘unauthorised immigration’. Read our response to this.

Find out more

Stella Maris: Jubilee
Pilgrimage
Walk the beautiful St Cuthbert’s Way to
Holy Island with Tim Hill MBE, CEO of
Stella Maris, and Deacon Joe O’Donnell,
Senior Area Port Chaplain, on a 5-night,
6-day pilgrimage marking the Jubilee
Year of Hope—a meaningful time for
pilgrimage
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PACT: ‘1500 Voices’
report
Pact has just published the results of
their listening project, interviewing over
1,500 families in prison visitors' centres
and heard about their experiences of
supporting their loved ones in prison with
health issues.

Cardinal Nichols:
Contact MP about
Assisted Suicide
Cardinal Vincent Nichols, President of
the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of
England and Wales, has written a letter
urging Catholics to contact their MPs –
even if they have done so already – to
oppose the Bill that seeks to legalise
assisted suicide.

Caritas Westminster:
Hitchin Pantry Volunteer
Receives Award
David Whittaker, a volunteer at Hitchin
Pantry, was among those awarded by
North Herts Council, celebrating the
achievements of local volunteers who
have made a significant impact in their
communities.
Photo credit: North Herts Council
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JRS UK: Runners
Prepare for the London
Marathon 2025
On Sunday 27th April, a team of 35
runners will be taking on the London
Marathon to fundraise for refugees and
asylum seekers. 

Vacancies and Opportunities:

Head of Caritas with Caritas Plymouth
Contract Type: Permanent, full-time
Salary: £45,000 – £50,000 per annum
Location: Ashburton, Devon, with travel necessary in Diocese
Closing Date: 27 April 2025

Social Justice Calendar 2025:
April
07 April - Optional commemoration of Jean Baptiste de le Salle
11 April - Anniversary of the publication of Pacem in Terris (1963)

Thank you for reading!
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