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CCA Calls for Divestment at Synod
 
     

    

 

 

CCA members, including a retired vicar, interrupted proceedings at the Church of 
England’s General Synod on Friday 8th July, urging the Church to end its financial 
backing of the fossil fuel industry. Members of Christian Climate Action went to 
the front of the assembly holding a banner with the words: ‘Churches Divest Now’. 
  

 Ahead of Synod we wrote a letter to all 468 members of synod asking them to 
urge all sections of the Church of England to divest from fossil fuels. 

 Whilst we were holding our banner Rev Sue Parfitt, 80 years old, attempted to 
give a two-minute talk but was prevented from doing so by security. 

 Prior to the start of Synod, more CCA members gathered outside the Central 
Hall with fossil fuel divestment banners. They invited Synod members to write 
their hopes and fears about the climate emergency on paper leaves, which were 
then hung on a Hopes and Fears Tree. 

 When Synod ended for the day Archbishop Justin Welby and Archbishop 
Stephen Cotrell met with members of CCA for 20 minutes. The activists 
requested that the Church immediately announces its intention to divest from 
fossil fuel companies and that they complete divestment by November 2022 
ahead of COP27 in Sharm el-Sheikh, Egypt.  

  
We took this action as we had previously written to Archbishop Justin Welby on the 
issue of divestment and had been unable to secure a meeting. It is estimated that the 
Church of England dioceses, Church Commissioners and Pensions Board currently hold 
investments worth around £55 million in fossil fuel companies. 
  
Read more 
 

 

    

CCA Takes Divestment Action at Wells 
Cathedral  
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CCA members held a protest at Wells Cathedral on 26th June to to demand 
divestment from fossil fuels and investment in clean energy ahead of COP27 in 
November. 
 
During the recessional hymn they processed to the altar and faced the congregation 
holding banners with the words: ‘No Faith in Fossil Fuels’ and ‘Churches Divest Now’. At 
the same time more people gathered on the steps of the Cathedral with banners 
showing the same messages. 
 
To date, just 11 out of 42 dioceses have announced full divestment commitment. 19 
dioceses do not hold investments and the protesters are urging them to announce their 
commitment not to invest in the future. 12 dioceses still invest in fossil fuels. 
  
The Church Commissioners have agreed to begin divesting from fossil fuel companies 
not aligned with the Paris Agreement in 2023. However, companies like Shell are still 
committed to future fossil fuel exploration and that there are very few signs that they will 
align themselves with the Paris Agreement. We cannot wait until 2023! 
  
Read more 
Find out why those involved took action 
 

 

   

 

 

Forthcoming Actions 
 

 

   

    

 

SAVE THE DATES: 10th September onwards for around two weeks 
   

In September we're taking to the streets with XR again. If you can, please make 
yourself available (book time off work etc) for as little or as much of these two 
weeks as possible. 

  
Life on earth is dying. Our rights are being eroded. Our homes and food are becoming 
unaffordable. The crisis is everywhere, and it’s happening now. Join Christian Climate 
Action as we stand up for creation alongside our brothers and sisters in Extinction 
Rebellion. 
  
This September we will reignite the urgent need to recognise the scale of this crisis, this 
is a moment of truth. We will hold out a torch for stopping the harm, it’s time to stop the 
flow of fossil fuels and start restoring biodiversity. We will stand up for the urgent need to 
shift to a better way of solving it, a shared dialogue that celebrates difference and 
upholds democracy. 
  
 CCA Planning meetings: 13th and 20th August, 11am-noon, Zoom. Register in 
advance. 
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More information from XR 
 

 

   

 

 

 CCA Central Events 
 

Training Days 
  
It has been wonderful to see so many new faces joining CCA recently. 
To ensure that everyone feels fully equipped for forthcoming actions 
and rebellions, we are scheduling  training events around the country. 
  
As well as providing first-time training for new members, these events will also act 
as  useful refreshers for established members, with the opportunity to reflect on the 
challenges of staying non-violent in action. Following our successful training session in 
London earlier this month, dates for Bristol and Manchester are shown below. 
 

 

   

 

Bristol 
 
Date: Saturday 3rd September, 10.00am 
to 4.30pm 
 
Venue: St Werburgh's Community 
Centre, Horley Road, BS2 9TJ 
 
Full details and booking 

   

  

  

 

Manchester

Date: Saturday 3rd September, 10.00am 
to 4.30pm

Venue: Cross Street Chapel Unitarian, 
Cross Street,

M3 1NL 

Full details and booking
 

  

    

 

 

Our weekly series of live, online (Zoom) Saturday teaching 
sessions, are currently in recess until August 13th. 
  
We will then have two meetings (August 13th and 20th, both starting at 11am) of 
informal planning for the September Rebellion. Regular Saturday Sessions will 
reconvene in October. 
  
If you have not previously registered for Saturday sessions, you can register for the 
August meetings here. 
 

 

   

  

 

New to CCA 
Wednesday 20th July 2022 
Wednesday 31st August 
7pm to 8pm, on Zoom 
 
Only just heard of us? Interested in what 
CCA does but want to know more about 
us before you get involved? Grab a drink, 
get yourself comfy and meet some of our 
members. Find out what we do, how we 
do it and why. Ask us all your questions. 
 
Register now 

 

  

 

 

All CCA Events are advertised on our website and our 
Facebook Page 
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CCA is Going to Greenbelt 
 

CCA will have a stall at Greenbelt this year. Do come 
and see us if you're there.  Throughout the festival we 
will have a stall near the Hothouse venue where you will 
find great conversation, mini-talks and trainings, block 
printing and more. Let us know if you can spare a bit of 
time to help us out. 
  
We will also be hosting and involved in a number of 
talks and conversations at Greenbelt each day. Find out 
more on the link below. 
  
Find out more 

 

  

 

 

CCA in the News 
 

CCA regularly makes headlines. Here are some recent 
examples: 
 
Premier Christianity 
BBC Radio York (scroll to 2hr 21mins) 
Saturday Morning Live, BBC1 (scroll to 2min50secs) 
Church Times - Synod action 
Church Times - Wells Cathedral action 

 

  

  

 

  

Daily Prayer 
  

CCA's 
endeavours to 
combat the 
Climate 
Emergency 
are  underpinned 
by daily prayer. 
 
  

 

  

 

 

We meet at 9.00am every morning except Wednesday and are currently (although not 
exclusively) working through Scriptural readings in the Lectionary. 
 
Please join us on Monday, Wednesday and Friday evenings at 9.15pm to 10pm to pray 
for the Earth and the work we are called to do in CCA, and to replenish our spiritual 
wellspring at the end of the day. 
  
Register here if you haven't previously done so for both morning and evening prayer. 
 

 

   

 

 

Donate 
  

There are many ways to be involved in CCA, including 
supporting our work financially. It is easy for donors to support us 
through our online payment platform.   
  
Whether you want to help us support the people who work one day a week 
doing a variety of things to ensure that the rest of us don't have to fit this in on 
top of our day-to-day work, support rebels who face court fines, or fund the 
paid-for account that allows us to send this newsletter, you can now do so via 
this link. 

 

THANK YOU  
 

 

   

 

 

KEEP UPDATED! 
  

Do check out our website. We update it regularly with blogs. 
Also view the CCA YouTube channel and find us at CCA Facebook, 

CCA Twitter and CCA Instagram 
  
  
  

 

 

   

 

© 2021 CCA 
 

  

 

This email was sent to ctcinfohub@gmail.com  
You received this email because you are registered with CCA. 
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Unsubscribe here  

 

 

 

    

 


