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Beautiful Burial Grounds

three things to round up April

Thank you for opening our end of April newsletter

containing three things we hope will be of interest.

Love your Burial Ground/Churches Count
on Nature 2025/National Cemeteries Week
webinars and resources for schools and

youth groups

As part of Love your Burial Ground/Churches Count on Nature
2025/National Cemeteries Week, in collaboration with our partners A Rocha
UK, the Church of England and the Church in Wales we are again running our
popular series of lunchtime webinars. These can now be booked on the

Church of England website.

All webinars run from 12 - Tpm and are free to join. This year's topics are:
Monday 9th June - People and Nature - 5 Steps to Churchyard & other
burial ground Management

Tuesday 10th June - Eco Churches count on nature! How Eco Churches are
taking action for nature year-round

Wednesday 11th June - On the ground - practical conservation

management in 2 churchyards.
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Thursday 12th June - Here be dragons - amphibians and reptiles in burial
grounds.

Friday 13th June - Open to All - challenges and opportunities for accessibility
in churchyards

Also, don't forget to check out the range of resources we have put together
specifically for schools and leaders of groups such as cubs and brownies.
This includes useful worksheets and ideas for activities and a link to a blog
sent to us in 2023 by St Matthews Church, Salford Priors about their week

of activities with young people and families.

If you haven't already used it, why not download the iNaturalist app to
record the wildlife you spot and be part of the national initiative to record

the biodiversity of these special places.
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Did you know that reptiles and amphibians love

mats?

Reptile mats are squares of roofing material - corrugated metal or

onduline - usually about 50cm square.

All reptiles need to warm up in order to be active and will bask,
flattening themselves in a warm, sunny place so as to maximise
heat transfer. Cold mornings or overcast and chilly weather will see

them seeking warmth prior to hunting for food.

Slow-worms are harder to spot than other reptiles as they don't
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bask in the open sunshine but stay undercover. This is where
reptile mats come in, as they will warm up quickly making an ideal

hiding place.

Find out more about slow-worms and reptile mats here

Meadow signs for 2025

We have updated our popular meadow signs for 2025, and they can be

downloaded from our website.

Effective communication is crucial when allowing certain areas of grass to
grow long and flowery during the summer months. Conservation in these
distinctive spaces involves active management, not neglect, and our signs
inform people why the grass has been left uncut, and help prevent

unnecessary concern.
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We ask churches to supply information about sites when registering to
download the signs because we are eager to discover where great

management is taking place!

More information about registering to download meadow signs can be

found here
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