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Hi Roger,

As many of you will know, following the independent review by Keith
Makin, Archbishop Justin Welby has resigned as Archbishop of
Canterbury and intends to complete his official duties on the Feast of
Epiphany (Monday 6 January 2025).

In his statement, Archbishop Justin takes personal and institutional
responsibility for the Church of England failures outlined in the Makin
report from 2013. In doing so, Archbishop Justin hopes his decision
makes clear how seriously the Church of England understands the need
for change and the profound commitment to creating a safer church. He
steps down in sorrow and humility with all victims and survivors of abuse.
As a team, we continue to hold in prayer those who have been harmed
by abuse within the Church.

Thank you to those who have been in touch to ask about the continuation
of Difference. In our turbulent world, we know that reconciliation and
peacemaking is one of our greatest needs, and toughest challenges, as
followers of Jesus.

We want to reassure you that Difference will continue in this work beyond
Archbishop Justin’s time in Office. We are committed to equipping and
resourcing churches, prison chaplaincies, schools and youth groups as
spaces where we cross divides, navigate disagreement and pursue a just
and flourishing world.

Our team remains available to support your work in reconciliation and if
there is anything that would be helpful to talk through with us around the
Archbishop’s resignation, please do be in touch. We look forward to

continuing to partner with you and assure you of our thanks and esteem
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as we enter the coming year.

In prayer, grace and peace,
The Difference team

Finding support

If you or anyone you are in contact with are affected by the publication of the
Makin report and want to talk to someone independently please call the Safe
Spaces helpline on 0300 303 1056 or visit

safespacesenglandandwales.org.uk.
Alternatively, you may wish to contact the diocesan safeguarding team in

your area or the National Safeguarding Team

at safeguarding@churchofengland.org. There are also other support

services available.

As well as the above, there is also FearFree Support which provides
specialist support to victims and survivors of abuse, offering trauma informed

and victim led bespoke support.
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